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In pursuance of the order of adjournment on the twenty- 
first day of December, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, the 
house met at the city of Houston, at 12 o’clock, m., on Monday 
the first day of May, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, in the 
hall of the state house, temporarily prepared for their reception. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, Mr. McKinney 
was called to the chair, and the roll being called, the following 
members answered to their names, viz: Messrs. McKinney, Ar- 
cher, Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker, Branch and 
Brush. 

There not being a quorum present, 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the house adjourned until to- 
morrow Morning at 10 o’clock. 


Turspay, May 2, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

` Mr. McKinney in the chair. : 

The roll being called, the following members appeared and 
answered to their names: Messrs. McKinney, chairman; Arch- 
er, Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker, Boyd, 
Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Gant, Hill, Holman, Lewis, Pen- 
nington, Roman, Rowe, Wright aud West. 

There not being a quorum present, the house adjourned 
until to-morrow eleven o’cloek, a. M. 
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Wennespay, May 3, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. : 
| Mr. McKinney in the chair. 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names; Messrs. McKinney, chairman; Archer, Allen of 
Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker, Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, 
Brush, Cartwright, Gant, Hill, Holman, Lewis, Pennington, 
Roman, Rowe, Wright and West. 

There net being a quorum present, the house adjourned 
antil to-morrow Morning at eleven o’clock. 


Tsurspay, May 4, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. McKinney in the chair. 

On calling the roll, there did not appear to be a quorum, 

And on motion of Mr. Aarcher, Ms. Baker of Matagorda, 
a newly elected member from Matagorda, in the place of Mr. 
lra Ingram, resigned; and Mr. Arnold of Nacogdoches, a new- 
ły elected member, in place of Mr. Edwards, resigned; being in 
attendance, were introduced, qualified by the chairman, and 
took their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Archer, George S. Stratton was appoin- 
ted sergeant-at-arms, pro tem. 

It being ascertained that a sufficient number of members 
to form a quorum had arrived in the city, the sergeant-at-arms 
was sent in quest of the absentees. 

The roll being called again, the following members answer- 
ed to their names. Messrs. McKinney, Archer, Arnold, Allen 
ef Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Baker of 
Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Gant, 
Hill, Holman, Lewis, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Wright, 
White and West: 

Which being two thirds of the whole house, the chair an- 
nounced that a quorum was present, and 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house proceeded 
te the election of officers. Messrs. Hill and Rowe, were ap- 
pointed tellers. For speaker, in the place of Mr. Ingram, re- 
signed; Mr. Baker of Austin, nominated Mr. Branch T. Arch- 
er; there being no opposition, Mr. Archer wasunanimously elec- 
ted speaker for the present session, and was conducted to the 
chair, by Messrs. Baker of Austin, and Rowee 
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For sergeant-at-arms in place of the late incumbent, rc- 

signed, 

- Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches nominated George S. Stratton. 
Mr. Brush nominated Mr. George M. Casey. 

A ballot being taken, the vote stood for George S. Stratton 
12, fer Casey 10, so George S. Stratton was duly elected ser- 
geanttat-arms. 

For clerk of the house, in place of the late incumbent, re- 
signed; Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, nominated Mr. Wm. Fair- 
fax Gray ;and there being no opposition, Mr. Gray was unani- 
mously elected clerk of the house. 

For assistant clerk Mr. Rowe nominated John S. Simpson; 
and there being no oppostion, Mr. Simpson was unanimously 
elected. 

For engrossing clerk, Mr. Gant nominated Thomas Green; 
and there being no opposition, Mr. Green was unanimously 
elected engrossing clerk. 

For door keeper, Mr. Allen of Milam, nominated Abner 
S. McDonald; and there being no opposition, Mr. McDonald 
was unanimously elected. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of the house be presented to 
Willis A. Faris, Esq., late clerk of this house, for the fidelity 
and ability with which he has discharged the duties of that sta- 
tion. j 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house adjourned 
until 3 o’clock, P. m. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. Me 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

And on calling the roll the following members answered to 
their names, 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Allen of Milam, Baker of Aus- . 
tin, Billingsly, Boyd, Brush, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Pen- 
nington, Roman, Rowe, Wright, White and West.—I6. 

There being no quorum, the sergeant-at-arms was sent in 
quest of the absuntees. 

A second call was made and the following members an- 
swered. 

Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Allen of Milam, Baker of Aus- 
tin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Gant, 
Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Wright, 
White and West.—19. T 
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_ A third call being made, the following members answered: 
Messrs. Speaker, Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Ar- 
nold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, 
Branch, Brush, Cariwright, Gant, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Mc- 
Kinney, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Wright, White and West, 
—22; which being a quorum the house proceeded to business. 

The oath of office was then administered to the speaker, by 
Isaac Batterson Esq., a justice of the peace for the county of 
Harrisburg: and the oathes of office were administered to the 


other officers of the house by the speaker. 


On motion of Mr. White it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inform the sen- 
ate that the house of representatives is organized and ready to- 
proceed to business. 

Messrs. White,Baker of Austin, and Branch, were appvin- 
ted the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Brush, amended on motion of Mr. Ba- 
ker of Austin, it was 

Resolved, That the clerk ofthe house be requested to cause 
the journals of the last session, and the reports of the house of 
representatives, which were ordered to be printed for the use of 
the members at this session, to be distributed to them immedi- 
ately. 

A message was received from the senate, through Messrs. 
Irion and Somervell, informing the house that the senate was 
organized and ready to proceed to business, and that they had 
appointed the following officers, viz: 

Hon. Jesse Grimes,—President pro tem. 
Arther Robertson,—Secretary, 

E. M. Glenn,—Assistant Secretary. 

E. L. Stickney,—Enrolling Clerk: 
Oscar Farish,—Engrossing Clerk. 

N. T. Byars,—Sergeant-at-arms, 
Marshall Mann,—Door Keeper. 

A. M. Tomkins, Reporter. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to act with such 
a committee as may be appointed on the part of the senate, to 
wait on the president and to inform him, that the two houses 


_have organized, and are now ready to receive any communica- 


tion that he may have to make. 
Messrs. Baker of Austin, Allen of Nacogdoches, and Mc- 
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Kinney, were appointed the committee, and the clerk was sent 
to communicate the same to the senate. 

A message was received from the senate, by their reporter, 
informing the house that the senate concurred in the resolution 
appointing a joint committee to waiton the president, and that 
they had appointed senators Ellis and Hill a committee to wait 
with the committee appointed by the house for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house adjourned until 10 


o’clock to-morrow. 
W, F. GRAY, Cik. 


Fripay, May 5, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

On calling the roll, twenty-three members answered, and 
eee of the preceding meetings of the session, were then 
read, 

Mr. Baker of Austin, from the joint committee appointed 
to wait on the president and inform him of the organization of 
the two houses, 

Reported, that they had performed that-duty, and thatthe 
president had returned for answer, that he would meet the two 
houses this day at twelve o’clock and deliver his communication 
in person. 

A committee consisting.of Messrs. McKinney, Hooper and 
Ailen of Nacogdoches, were appointed to invite the senate to 
meet the house of representatives, in this hall, for the purpose 
of receiving the president. 

A petition from A. Huston, late quarter master general 
of the army, was presented by Mr. Rowe, which on motion of 
Mr. Brush, was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was 

Resolved, That his Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Tampico, 
Mr. Crawford who is now in this country, be invited to take a 
seat in the hall of representatives, at any time it may suit his 
convenience, and that a committee be appointed tu notify him 
of the same. 

Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, Rowe, and Roman, were 

appointed a committee to carry said resolution into effect. 
The speaker laid before the house a letter from the honora- , 
ble M. W. Matthews, late a representative from the county of 
Red River, resigning his seat in this house; which resignation, 
en motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches was accepted; and 
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Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, and Branch were appointed a 
committee to notify the executive of said resignation. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the house took a recess, until 
half past eleven o’clock. 


AT HALF PAST ELEVEN, A. Me 

The Speaker resumed the chair. 

Mr. McKinney, from the committee appointed to invite 
the senate to meet the house of representatives in this hall, at 
12 o’clock, to receive the president, reported, “that they had 
performed that duty.” 

A message was received from the senate through senators 
Somervell and Wilson, that the senate accepted the invitation 
of the house, and will unite with it in this hall, at 12 o'clock, for 
the purpose of receiving the communication from the president 
of the republic. 

The committee heretofore appointed to inform the presi- 
dent that the congress is organized, was then instructed to wait 
on him. and conduct him into the house. 

On motion of Mr. Gant it was ‘ordered that seals be pre- 
pared within the bar of the house for the accommodation of la- 
dies on this occasion. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam, it was 

. Resolved, That the honorable Arthur Butler, late minister 
from the United States of North Americato the United Mexi- 
can States, now on a visit to this city, be invited to a seat within 
the bar of this house. 

Mr. Allen of Milan was appointed a committee to commu- 
nicate the invitation to the honorable Wm. Butler. 

The senate then entered the hall, preceded by their ser- 
geant-at-arms, the president pro tem. took his seat on the right 
hand of the speaker, and presided jointly with him. 

The senators were provided with seats in front of the chair, 
and the officers of the two houses associated in their several du- 
ties, at their respective stations. 

At twelve o’clock his excellency the president entered the 
hall, accompanied by the heads of the several departments, and 
other officers of the government, and also by Joseph Tucker 
Crawford, Esq., His Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Tampico, 
and commissioner from the British government to this republic, 
and preceded by the joint committee of the two houses. The 
president was received by the members of the two houses stan- 
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ding uncovered, and was conducted to a seat between the presi 
dent pro tem. of the senate, and the speaker of the house. 

The heads of departments, the British commissioner, an 
the other attendants of his excellency, were accommodated 
with seats on the right and left of the chair. 

The members having resumed their seats, after a short 
pause, His Excellency rose and read the following communica- 
tion. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representativess 

With peculiar pleasure I greet your return to the Capitol.— 
At the adjournment of the last session, the country was under 
the apprehension of an iavasion from our enemy, which crea- 
ted much solicitude, and had an unkind influence on our foreign 
relafions. It was temporary in its effects, as was manifested in 
the recognition of our independence by the Government of 
the United States of America. We now occupy the proud attr 
iude of a sovercign and independent Republic; which will 
impose upon us the obligation of evincing to the werld, that we 
are worthy to be free. This will only be accomplished by wise 
legislation, the maintainance of our integrity, and the faithful 
and just redemption of our plighted faith wherever it has been 
pledged. Nothing can be betier calculated to advance our inte- 
rests and character, than the establishment of a liberal and 
disinterested policy, enlightened by patriotism, and guided by 
wisdom. i 

The plan of legislating for present emergencies, without re- 
ference to a gencral and permanent system, will render a gov- 
ernment less stable in its institutions and less prosperous in its 
progress, than it must be where a proper foundation is laid, an 
a corresponding fabric is erected on its basis. Diversified inte- 
resis must exist in every community, and that system which is 
best calculated to promote the general interest, is the one 
which should be adopted and adhered to with fidelity. The 
representatives of the sovereign people by a calm and delibe- 
rate discgssion of the various interests of the different sections 
of our cdantry will be enabled to arrive at such conclusions as 
will indyce them to adopt a course, which must be in its effects, 
both salutary and pleasing to every true patriot. 

The views which must actuate every friend of the country, 
wil} be the advancement of its glory and the happiness of its 
cifizens. The present prospects of crops in our country isa 
subject of sincere gratulation, and while it reflects lustre on 
the industry and enterprise of our citizens, it should inspire us 
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with vencration and gratitude to a Divine Providence for this 
manifestation of his continued favor. 

Among the various subjcets of deep and vital intcrest to the 
eountry, is that of our finances. The demands on our Treasury, 
since the adjournment of Congress, have been great, without 
the means of mecting them, and rendering that aid which was 
in cvery way so desirable. The several acts providing for the 
issues of land scrip to the agents specified, have been complicd 
with, and I regret to say, that comparatively none of the res- 
ponsibilities incurred by the Faws, have been met by these 
agents to whom the scrip was issued. A compliance with the 
conditions of the law, placed the agents beyond the control 
ef the executive, and left it without resources, so far as the 
supplies of the army and navy were dependant upon the means 
placed in their bands. Repeated calls have been made upor 
them to render their accounts current io the proper depart- 
ment, but no response has been given nor reason rendercd for 
protesting the drafts which have been drawn upon them. This 
state of affairs hcing presented, the Executive resoried to the 
only alternative left, and directed that no farther sales of scrip 
should take place ‘by them; but, that the means remaining in 
their hands, should be immediately passed over to the special 
agent of the government, and that they should render their 
accounts accordingly. ‘To this subject the early attention of 
congress is carnestly requested. 

The commissioners sent to the United States, for the purpose 
of negotiating a loan of five millions, have constantly reported 
so unfavorably of the moncy market, that it was not deemed 
necessary to issue the bonds until recently. One of the gentle- 
men indicating a wish to retire afler having been much delayed 
on his journey by ilt health, and the other giving us no hope of 
being able to cffect any thing by present exertions, it was 
thought proper to permit them both to return, and others have 
been appointed and procecded to the United States, with a part 
of the bonds, and with confident hopes of success, 

The public domain of the country being the foundation of its 
finances, will demand the most serious and enlightened judgment 
of congress, and from its importance, urge the necessity of 
adopting some secure system for.the future government of that 
branch of our resources, and for the regulation of the rights 
which have been acquired under former laws in relation to 1t.— 
The views of the Executive having been given during the last 
session of congress in relation to the land hill, submitted for ap- 
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proval, have undergone no change, but time has only given to 
them additional weight. By reference to the bill, it must be 
manifest te all, that it is not adapted to our situation, and should 
it be permitted te ge into effect, the public interest must suffer 
injury, and the public faith, so far as it is concerned, in the re- 
demption of pledges, based-on her public demain, must also suffer 
, serious prejudices. I would recommend that some plan be de 
vised that will ascertain all the located lands of the county; this 
being done, the vacant lands will be readily indicated, and pre- 
vent the future conflict of titles —Unless some precaution of this 
character is adeptod, endless litigation must be the consequence. 
The subject of the undefined limits on our northeastern fron- 
dier, between: the United States and this Republic will require 
the action of Congress. The boundaries have been so well 
described by the treaty ef 1819, between Spain and the United 
States, that dittle difliculty is apprehended in defining and esta- 
blishing our just line, and obviating all trifling difficulties which 
may have al any time existed, through a want of proper consi- 
deration. Provision fer the appointment ef a commissioner te 
meel ene on the part of the United States is desirable. Con- 
nected with the subject of boundary is that of the Caddo In- 
dians, inhabiting a portion of our northeastern frontier. By a 
treaty recently held with that: tribe they have ceded certain 
lands to the United States, and haye shown a disposition te 
amalgamate with the wild Indians within our unquestionable 
boundary, while late advices have assured me that the United 
States agent ef the tribe has issued to the warriors, rifles and 
ammunition. The condition and disposition of these Indians 
as well as their thefts and murders upon our borders, have been 
subjects on which our ministers al Washington city have been 
- advised and instracted to make immediate and urgent remon- 
strances to that government, and [am well assured from the 
character of the gentlemen, that they have not been wanting 
to their duty in this respect. The principal aggressions on our 
frontiers have cither been instigated or perpetrated by the Cad- 
dos. It would be painfal to suppose, under the circumstances, 
that the United States agent, in furnishing them the means of 
further injury to the exposed frontier inhabitants of our countrya 
had acted under the orders of his government. It is due to his 
government to suppose that he has procecded unadvisedly, and 
that the slipulations of the treaty concluded between the Unit- 
ed States and Mexico in April 1830, will be rigidly adhered to 
60 far as they appertain to the United States and Republic of 
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Texas. It was among the first objects of the constitutional] 
government, on assuming its duties, to adopt such measures as 
would give peace and security to our extended frontier. For 
this purpose commissioners were appointed at an early period 
to hold treaties with several of the most numerous and active 
of the frontier tribes. As-yet, nothing has been effected, owing 
in part to the season of the year at which the business was com- 
menced as well as to other causcs. A hope is entertained that 
something beneficial will shortly result, as our commissioners are 
in constant expectation of holding a treaty with the associate 
bands of the prairies.~ This government has recently received 
information from sources entirely satisfactory, that a delegation 
consisting of twenty northern Indians residing on the borders 
of the United States, had visited ithe town of Matamorcs, arid 
had stipulated with the Mexican authorities, to furnish that 
gevernment three thousand warriors, well armed, so soon as it 
would invade Texas. Commentary upon such alliances in the 
present age, would be an insult to chivalry, and a reflection up- 
on the hearts and understandings of those who have sought to 
to establish the maxim, that war is calamitous enough without 
the evils of treachery and massacre, which devote alike the fe- 
male and the warrior to cruelty and death. Assurances are 
rendered to this government, that citizens of this republic have 
lately been made prisoners by the Caddos, and that sealps re- 
cently taken on our frontier have been seen in their nation, {t 
is within the province of this government to enquire into the 
causes which have produced these calamities, and no vigilance 
on my part shall be wanting to prevent their recurrence. J 
feel fully aware that the policy of this government is to pursue 
a just and liberal course towards our Indian neighbors; and to 
prevent all encroachments upon their rights. 

The army of Texas has never been in a more favorable condi- 
tion than at present. The permanent force in the ficld is suffi- 
cient to meet all the emergencies of invasion, while at the short- 
est notice the defence of the country can be brought into imme- 
diate action in that event. 

I feel assured that a system of discipline, subordination. ard 
police has been established in the army, which reflects much 
credit upon its general, and does no less honor to the officers 
and soldiers than to ourcountry. They have encountered ma- 
ny privations and difficulties within the last season, which it 
was impossible for the government to avert, owing to causes al- 
ready stated, and J am proud to say that order has been man- 
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ifested, and the spirits of those men devoted to liberty have 
not sunk into pusillanimity and weakness, but have been borne 
up and illumined by the ardent hope that they may, ere long, 
meet an enemy opposed to human rights, when they can evince 
to the world that they are the descendants of freemen, and that 
they areinvincible. I feel pleasure in recommending their con- 
dition to the consideration of congress, and trust that every 
possible aid may be rendered to their comfort, efficiency, and 
glory. At the same time [ feel assured that they will not disre- 
gard the history of revolutions, and that one important trath will 
not escape their observation, viz: that those who contend for lb- 


ertymust be prepared to endure privations. The glory of the sol- . 


dier is always proportioned to the difiiculty and danger of his 
achievements. The situation of the army at the adjournment 
of the last session of congress was far from what was desirable 
to the country; since then an organization has taken place, and 
much credit is due to the officers and soldiers for their ready 
obedience to the laws and regulations which have been enacted 
for their government. By the reduction of the number of su- 
pernumerary officers its expenses have been diminished: to the 
amount of $229,032, per annum. The requisite number, of of- 
ficers are now in command, and the organization is complete, 

The insufficiency of our navy must be a subject of serious 
consideration. Whentheconstitutional government assumed its 
functions, the armed vessels, Brutus and Invincible, were in the 
port of New York, and remained there until a few weeks past, 
when they returned, but without either crews or provisions for 
a cruise. 

The Independence having not more than two weeks pro- 
visions, was taken to New Orleans some months since, where 
she has been detained, and has not yet becn reported to this 
government for service. 

At an early day a confidential officer was despatched to 
the United States, for the purpose of purchasing such vessels 
as would enable us to keep the command of the gulf from our 
enemy. 

Hc has reported to the proper department, and his arrival 
is daily expected with one or more fine vesscls, in preparation 
to defend our commerce, and make reprisals on the enemy. 

Our commerce has suffered to some extent, and a small 

ortion of supplies for the army, has been captured and taken 
into Mexican ports. I take leave to call the serious attention 
of congress to the establishment of a navel depot at some point 
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on our coast, which will add greatly to our efficiency at sca, 
and at the same lime diminish our expenses. 

The suspension of business attendant on the removal of the 
public archives and documents, with other reasons, has render- 
ed it impossible to lay before congress detailed reports of the 
several departments of the government, showing their condition; 
but so soon as practicable, and at an early day, they will be 
submitted, and all important information referred to congress. 

Not unconnected with the naval force of the country, is the 
subject of the African slave trade. It cannot be disbelieved 
that thousands of Africans have lately been imported to the Isl- 
and of Cuba, with a design to transfer a large portion of them 
into this republic. This unholy and cruel traffic has called 
down the reprobation of the humane and just of all civilized na- 
tions.—Our abhorrence to it is clearly expressed in our constitu- 
tion and laws. Nor has it rested alone upon the declaration 
of our policy, but has long since been a subject of representa- 
tion to the government of the United: States, our ministers ap- 

rising it of every fact which would enable it to devise such 
means as would prevent either the landing or introduction of 
Africans into our country. 

The naval force of Texas not being in a situation to be di- 
verted from our immediate defence, will be a sufficient reason 
why the government of the United States, and England should 
employ such a portion of their force, in the Gulf as will at once 
arrest the accursed trade and redeem this republic from the 
suspicion of connivance which would be as detrimental to its 
character as the practice is repugnant to the feelings of its citi- 
zens. Should the traffic continue the odium cannot rest upon 
us, but will remain a blot upon the escutcheon of nations who 
have power, and withhold their hand from the work of humanity. 

It will be proper to remark that our attitude in relation to 
the subject of annexation to the United States of America, has 
undergone no important change since the adjournment of the 
last session of congress. Our ministers at Washington City gave 
to the subject of our national concerns, their able, zealous and 
untiring attention, and much credit is due to them for the char- 
acter which they sustained in advocating our interests at a for- 
eign court. The period at which the congress of the United 
States was compelled to adjourn, prevented any action of that 
government, relative to annexation. It will, it is hoped, be rc- 


ferred to the action of the next session, and receive an early de- 
termination. 
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In the mean time it will be proper for Texas to pursue a 
course of policy which will be beneficial to her in a character 
substantive, and to secure her existence and her rights, without 
reference to contingencies. For it is not possible to determine 
what are to be her future relations to the civilized nations of the 
globe. Blessed with a soil the most fertile, and climate the most 
delighiful and salubrious, Texas must attract the attention of 
all the commercial and manufacturing nations of the world. 

Her cotton, sugar, indigo, wines, peltries, live stock and 
the precious mincrals will all become objects or mercantile en- 
terprise and activity. 

Nor can we loose sight of the important production of the 
Live Oak. It is but reasonable to say that four fifts of all that 
species of timber, now in the world, is to be found growing in 
Texas, while many millions worth of it is daily decaying on our 
cultivated fields. 

To establish such intercourse with nations friendly to us, as 


will induce them to seek our market with their manufactures .- ' 


and commodities, and receive from us in exchange our produc- 
tions, will become our most imperative duty. 

Texas with her superior natural advantages must becomea 
point of attraction, and the policy of establishing with her the 
earliest relations of friendship and commerce will not escape 
the eyc of statesmen. 

England has not disregarded our situation thus far, nor can 
we believe from the indications already manifested by her, that. 
she is to regard cur prosperity with unkind feelings of suspicion, 
or indifference. 

Should our resources be regulated by a wise and politic sys. 
tem of legislation, we must remain an independent and become 
a prosperous people. 

Our relations to Mexic» since the last session of congress, 
have undergone no important change, nor have overtures been 
made by either nation. 

Texas, confident that she can sustain the rights for which 
she has contended, is not willing toinvoke the mediation of oth-. 
er powers; while Mexico, blind to her interest and her future 
existence, seems determined on protracting the war, without re- 
gard to her internal commotions. Rovolutionsisstalking abroad 
throughout her land while she is unable to defend her frontier: 
against the incursions of the bands of predatory Indians on the 
frontier of the Rio Grande from Santa Fe to Matamors. Ear- 
ly in last winter a correspondence was opened by the secretary 
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of state with the Mexican Consul at New Orleans containing 
propositions to exchange prisoners, so far as the number of Tex- 
ians would extend, and then to release the excess of Mexican 
prisoners on parole. ) 

Notwithstanding the hamanity and liberality of this offer, 
it has met no official response from that government. It seem- 
ed to me,that it would be in accordance with the civilization of 
the age, to release all the prisoters, and to permit them to leave 
our shores so soon as they can do so. In ihe meantime I have 
learned that our cilizens, as well as the prisoners, at Matamoros, 
(amounting to thirteen in number) have been liberated. It is 
impossible for me to account for the apathy with which Mexico 
treated the subject, and her willingness to permit a portion of 
the bravest troops of the nation io remain prisoners in exile, 
when a just policy, would at once, have restored them to their 
country and their homes. 

Congress will no doubt find it necessary to revise the laws 
of the republic, and to direct that a digest be made of those of 
Coahuila and Texas so far as they may be useful to the estab- 
lishment of rights acquired, under them. 

It will be seen that the adoption of the common law of Eng- 
land, with modifications adapted to our situation, is required by 
the provisions of the constitution. 

Nothing can conduce more to the order and stability of a 
government than the simplicity of laws, the proper definition of 
rights, and their impartial and consistent administration. 

I will not close this communication to your honorable body, 
without presenting to your consideration, the claims of citizens 
of the United States, who acquired, as they conccived, bona fide 
titles io lands in Texas. 

It is due to many of these individuals, to suggest, that their 
generous and mdnly efforts in behalf of our cause, will entitle 
them to the most favorable decisions of congress. 

Their means have aided us in the darkest hours of our pro- 
bation, and recently have aided in dispelling our embarrass- 
ments. Such men deserve the gratitude, as well as the justice 
of our country. 

While reflecting upon the dispensations of an Almighty 
Being, who has conducted our country through scenes of unpar- 
allelled privation, massacre and suffering, itis but gratitude and 
sensibility to render to him our most devout thanks, and invoke 
his kind benignity and future providence, that he will preserve 


and govern us as a chosen people. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 
Houston, May 5, 1837. 
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His exeellency having concluded, retired from the hall, 
conducted and accompanied as on his entrance. 

The business on which the two houses had united in joint 
session being ended, the honorable senators arose on the call of 
their president, the two houses separated, and the senate with- 
drew to their chamber in the same order in which they had en- 
tered. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was 

Ordered, 'That one thousand copies of the president’s com 
munication be printed for the use of the house of representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned 
until Monday morning at 10 o’clock. 

W. F. GRAY, Clk. 


Monpay, May 8, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. - 


Mr. Gant presented the petition of David Laughlin pray+ 


ing a grant of Lands to Mary Merilla Foot, which, on motion 
of Mr. Gant, was referred to the committee 6n public lands. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the.committee appointed 
io notify the executive of the resignation of the Hon. M, L 
Matthews of the county of Red River, reported, that the com- 
mittee had performed that duty, and had received in answer 
that there would be a writ of election issued without delay. 

Mr. Brush submitted thé following joint resolution: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the president be 
required to issue writs of election to fill the vacancics that have 
occurred in the depopulated districts, since the first meeting of 
congress; leaving it discretionary with him to order the polls 
to be held wherever the inhabitants of the said district may be. 

On motion of Mr. White the fifty-first rule of the house 
was suspended, and the said joint resolution was read a second 
time, and f 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, it was referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. l 

On motion of Mr. Gant the following preamble and resolu- 
tion were adopted. 

Whereas several new members have been elected to the 
house of representatives, aud whereas several of the former 
members are absent;—- 

4 it resolved, That the speaker is hereby instructed to 
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form anew, standing committees of at least five members each, 
on such subjects as he may think necessary and proper. 

Mr. Gant asked leave to introduce a bill to be entitled “an 
act to regulate.and fix inheritances;” which being granted by 
the house, 

The bill was read a first time and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to ex- 
amine and report on the unfinished business of the last session, ` 

Mr. Rowe, Mr. White, and Mr. Gant were appointed a 
committee for said purpose. 

On motion of Mr. White the house adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning at ten o’clock. 

W. F. GRAY, Clk. 


Turspay, May 9, #837. 

The Speaker resumed the chair at the usual hour; and the 
roll being called, the following members appeared: Messrs. 
Speaker, AHen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Bil- 
Engsly, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, 
Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Roman, Rowe, 
Wright, White, West. 

Messrs. Baker of Austin, and Pennington, were reported 
sick and unable to attend. 

The sergeant-at-arms was dispatched in quest of the ab- 
sentee, returned, and reported, that he could not be found. 

Mr. Branch moved an adjournment until 2 o’clock, which 
was lost. l 

Fhe sergeant-at arms was again sent in quest of the absent 
member, but again returned and reported an unsuccessful search. 

At a quarter -past 11 o’clock, on motion of Mr. Hooper, 
the house adjourned until half past two o’clock, P. m. 


AT 2 o’CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

And the roll being called, twenty-three members answered. 

The Speaker announced the following standing committees, 
appointed under the resolution passed yesterday. 

On Foreign Relations,—Messrs. Boyd, Allen of Nacogdo- 
ches, Allen of Milam, Holman, McKinney. 

On Ways and Means—Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, 
Branch, Chenoweth, Rowe, Pennington. 
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On Claims and Accounts—Messrs, Branch, Baker, of Mat- 
agorda, West, While, Wright. 

On the Judiciary—Messrs. Baker of Austin; Hill, Cart- 
wright, Arnold, Gani. 

On Public- Lands—Messrs. Rowe, Holman, Baker of Mat- 
agorda, Arnold, Brush. . ; 

On the Post Office—Messrs. Holman, Boyd, Wright, Ro- 
man, Lewis. 

On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Billingsly, Allen of Milam, 
Hooper, McKinney, Branch. 

On the State of the Republic——Messrs. Allen of Milam, Brush, 
Baker of Matagorda, Hooper, Baker of Austin. 

On County -Boundaries Messrs. Lewis, Holman, White, 
Brush, Hill. 

On Roads Bridges and Ferries—Messrs. Pennington, Ro- 
man, West, Gant. Lewis. 

On Military Affairs—Messrs. Roman, Chenoweth, Rowe, 
Baker of Matagorda, Brush. 

On Naval Affairs—Messrs. Gant, Boyd, Hill, Cartwright, 
Hooper. 

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. White, Boyd. 

Mr. Chenoweth presented the petition of James Taylor, 
which was read and referred to the committee ‘on claims and ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Branch submitted the following joint resolution: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor 
be, and he is hereby required, to audit all claims presented to 
him for articles 9f whatever kind or discription, purchased by 
or furnished to the commissaries or quarter masters of our army, 
by a citizen of this republic, upon the certificate of such com- 
missary or quarter master, or other satisfactory testimony of the 
ata and upon the individual’s taking the oath prescribed by 

aw: 
Which was read a first time and laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Rowe it was 
Resolved, That so much of the president’s message as .re- 
lates to land laws be referred to the committee on public lands. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdeches, it was 

Resoloed, That so much of the presidcnt’s message as re- 
fates to finances be referred to the committee of ways and means, 

On motion of Mr. Gant it was 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message as relates 
to naval affairs be 1eferred to the commitice on naval affairs, 
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On motion of Mr. White it was 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message as relates 
to Indian affairs be referred to the committce on Indian affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth it was 

Resolved, That such portion of the president’s message as 
relates to the army, be referred to the committee on military af- 
fairs. 

On motion of Mr. White it was 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message as re- 
lates to foreign relations be referred to the committee on foreign 
relations. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth it was 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message as re- 
lates to Texian agents be referred to the committee on the 
state of the republic. 

‘Qn motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches it was 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s message as re- 
lates to our pledges to the people of the United States, be re- 
ferred-to the committee on foreign relations. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill (No. 1,) to be entitled “an 
act to regulate and fix inheritances,” was taken up and read a 
second time, and referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. White, the house adjourned tilt to-mor- 


row morning at ten o’clock. 
W. F. GRAY, Crk. 


Wepyespay, 10th May, 1837. 
The members assembled according to adjournment, but 
ewing to the storm of the preceding night, and the insufficiency 
of the building, the floor being flooded with water, and the hall 
unfit for the transaction of business, on motion, the house ad- 
journed until to-morrow morning.at 10 o'clock, 


W. FAIRFAX GRAY, Crk. 
Tuurspay, May 11, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and twenty-two 
members appeared in their places. 

The petition of Peyton S. Wyatt, praying compensation 
for expenditures, &c. was presented by Mr. Roman, read, and 
referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Boyd presented the petition of Samuel Bacon, pray- 
ing compensation for services; which was read and referred to 
the committee on claims and accounts, 
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Mr. Holman presented the petition of David O. Warren 
and others, praying compensation for services; which was read 
and referred to the committce on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Rowe, from the committee on lands submitted a report 
on so much of the president’s message as relates to the public 
' lands and general land office, accompanied by a bill supple- 
mentary to the “act to establish a gencral land office.” 

On motion of Mr. Branch, “that the report he accepted,” 
the ayes and noes weře colled. ` 

AYES—Messrs. Speaker, Arnold, Boyd, Branch, Cart- 
right, Gant, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, M‘Kinney, Pen- 
nington, Rowe, Wright, White, West—16. 

NOES—Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, 
Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Brush, Chenoweth and Ro- 
man—7. ` > 
Ordered, That three hundred copies of the report be print- 
ed for the use of the house. 
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On motion of Mr. Rowe, the bill was read a fist time and- « 


laid on the table. 

Mr. Gant, from the committee on the unfinished business 
of last session, made a report of the business remaining on the 
speaker’s table at the close of the last session. 

- Mr. Gant also submitted a bill and two joint resolutions 
which had passed the two houses at the close of the last session. 
and about which it was uncertain whether or not they had been 
enrolled and presented to the president. + 

Referred to the committee on enrolled bills for enquiry. 

Mr. Gant introduced a bill to be entitled “an act for the 
benefit of aliens, who are the the lawful heirs of citizens who 
have, or may hereafter die, or be killed in the service of the 
republic of Texas,” which was read a first time, and laid on the 
table. : 

The Speaker laid before the house sundry returns of elec- 
tions held for members of this house, which had been transmit- 
ted to him from the office of thé Secretary of State. 

On motion of Mr. White the said returns were referred to 
a select committee. The chair appointed Messrs. White, Rowe, 
and Allen of Nacogdoches that committee. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the joini resolution submitted by 
him on Tuesday, respecting the duties of the auditor, was taken 
up on its second reading, and being amended, was referred to 
the committec on the state of the republic. 

The Speaker laid before the house a report from the audi- 
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„tor of public accounts, which was read, andon motion of Mr. 
Gant, referred to the commitiec on the state of the republic. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington, the house adjourned until 
"19 o’clock to-morrow. 


Fripay, May 12, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment—23 members 
present. 

. Mr. Branch presented the petition of Charles Sage praying 
Lcompensation for services and relief for expenditure, which was 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Branch, was, with the accompany- 
ting documents, referred to the committee on claims and ac- 
‘counts. . 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the Hon. R. M. Williamson was 
permitted to appear at the bar.of the house to read and explain 
‘a petition on his own behalf, as agent and attorney in fact of 
the late empresario, Benjamin R. Milam. The petitioner ap- 
peared, read his petition, and commented at large on the same. 
On motion of Mr. Holman, the petition of R. M. William- 
‘son was referred to the committee on public lands. 

A message was received from the Senate by their clerk, 
informing the house that the senate had passed the following 
joint resolution, in which they asked the concurrence of the 
‘house: 

“a joint resolution for the suppression of Indian hostilities.” 

Resolyed by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That a special 
committee be appointed by each house of Congress, to act in 
conjunction on the subject of making an expedition against the 
‘several tribes of hostile Indians that are infesting our frontier 
setilements. 

Also, a joint resolution requesting the President to appoint 
an agent to the court of Great Britain. 
~ Resolved, by the Senate and Mouse of Representatives of 
ihe Reoublic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the Presi- 
dent be requested to appoint an agent to repair to the court of 
Great Britain to solicit the recognition of our independence, and 
to enter into such’ treaties as may be necessary to advance our 
mutual interests, and that nine thousand five hundred dollars are 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to carry this resolution into effect. 

The first joint resolution from the Senate being under con- 
sideration, on motion of Mr. Gant, the fifty first rule of the 
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housë was suspended, and the resolution was read three times 
and passed. ~ ' 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the same was re-considered. 

Mr. Billingsly submitted the following substitute for the 
said joint resolution. 

‘Resolved, by the House of Representatives in congress as- 
sembled, That the Speaker of this house appoint a committee — 
of three to act in conjunction with a like committee appointed 
an the part of the Senate, to draft a bill for the better protection 
of the Indian frontier. 

Which was adopted, and ordered to be sent to the senate 
for their concurrence, and Mr. Billingsly, Mr. White and Mr. 
Gant were appointed the committec. 

- The second resolution from the Senate was then taken up, 
read a first time and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. White, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on county boundaries be 
instructed to report a bill defining the boundaries of the seyc- 
ral counties of this republic. 

The house then proceeded to the ordersof the day. On 
motion of Mr. Rowe, a bill to be entitled “an act to legalize 
marriage contracts” was taken up on its second reading, and 
referred to a select committec, consisting of Messrs. Rowe, Ba- 
ker of Matagorda, and Branch. . 

A bill to be entitled “an act establishing a rate of inte- 
rest, which had passed the house at the last session, was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. White, ordered to be engrossed, and sent to the 
Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington, the house adjourned until 
3 o'clock, P. m. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. Me 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Rowe, from the select committce on the bill to legal 
ize Marriage contracts, reported a new bill as a substitute. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved a rejection of the bill, which wa: 
lost, and the substitute reccived in lieu of the bill, on its seconc 
reading. 
“~~ On motion of Mr. White, the house resolved itself inti 
acommittce of the whole house on the bill to legalize marriag: 


contracts. Sa 
Mr. Branch in the chair. N 
“After some time spent in consideration thereof, the com 
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mitice arose. Mr. Branch reported the bill to the house, with- 

out amendments, and asked that the committee be discharged 

from the further consideration thereof, which was accordingly 
ranted. 

i The house then, on motion of Mr. Branch, proceeded to 

consider the bill by sections. 

Mr. Gant mored an amendment to the first section which 
was rejected, and the bill having been read through, 

ir. moved that it be referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary; on which question the ayes and noes being call- 
ed, those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Billings- 
ly, Brush, Chenoweth, Gant, Hooper, M‘Kinney, Roman 
Wohite—1i2. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Allen of 
Milam, Boyd, Cariright, Hill, Holman, Lewis, Pennington, 
Rowe, West, Wright—10. 

So the bill was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Branch moved that the house do now adjourn, which 
was lost. 

sOn motion of Mr. Gant, the bill to be entitled “an act for 
the benefit of aliens who are the lawful heirs of citizens who 
have, or may hereafter die or be killed in the service of the 
republic of Texas,” was taken up and referred to the committee 
on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Brush, it was i 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to report as early as practicable in relation to the subject of 
elections in the depopulated counties, referred to some days ago. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was 

Resolved, That the Clerk be, and he is hereby authorized 


to procure, on the faith of the Republic; such stationary and 


other articles as may be necessary for the use of the house. 


On motion of Mr. Brush, the house then adjourned until 
to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


W. F. GRAY, Crk. 


Saturpay, 13th May, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, twenty-three 
members present. 

Mr. Chenoweth presented the petition of George C. Arnest, 
late assistant quarter-master, praying relief and audit of his ace 
counts, which, with the accompanying documents werc referred 
to the committee on claims and accounts. 
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Mr. Branch presented the petition of James Richardson, 
praying fer relief, Which was referred to the Judiciary- com- 
mittee. pee 

Mr. Branch presented a petition of M argaret R. Harrell, 
yraying fora divorce from Josiah J. Harreil—referred to the 
.ommittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. West presented the petition of Louisa Rowe, praying 
‘or a divorce from her husband, Rowe. Réferred to 
the Judiciary committee. Sty 

A message was received from the Senate, by their clerk, 
Mr. Robertson, with a bill to suppress gambling. a 

Mr. White, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
that the bill and two joint resolutions which had been referred 
to that committee for enquiry had‘ become laws, and that no 
farther action on the subject was necessary. The committee 
was accordingly discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. . as 

Mr. Arnold, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the resolution respecting vacancies in the depopu- 
lated districts, made the following report. —_- 

Mr. Brush moved that the repert be rejected; whieh mo- 
tion was lost. 

Mr. White, from the select committee on election returns, 
made the following repert: Thecommittee to whom was refer. 
red the elections of Nacogdoches and Matagorda, have exam- 
ined the returns from the said counties, and find, that in the 
- county of Naeogdoches, Haden Arnold received 160 votes, and 
Jchn Durst 64 votes. Mr. Arnold is therefore elected. In the 
county of Matagorda, D. Davis D. Baker received 89 votes, and 
George Collinsworth 81 votes. Mr. Baker is therefore elected. 
The proper members having taken their seats, your committee 
ask to be discharged. 

The committee was accordingly discharged, and the report 
laid on the table. a ` 

Mr. Hooper submitted a resolution on taxation, which being 
amended, was adopted in the following words: ; 

Resolved, that the committee on ways anå means bein- 
structed to prepare a bill to raise a revenue by direct taxation, 
and also to enquire what amendments are necessary in the law 
that levies impost duties after the first day of June next. 

Mr. Chenoweth by leave presented a bill to be entitled “an 
act to incorporate the Red river and Aransaso Bay Rail Read, 
Navigation and Banking Company.” 
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“Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Brush submitted a protest against the report of the com- 
mittee on lands, made by Mr. Rowe on the eleventh instant, 
Which he asked to have entered upon the journals. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches it was 

Ordered, That the protest lie on the table. 

Mr. Branch by leave of the house introdueed a bill to be 
entitled “an act for the relief of Alexander Buxton, which hay- 
ing been read, 

On motion of Mr. White the fifty first rule of the house 
was suspended, and the bill read a second time, and 

On motion or Mr. Branch, it was referred tothe commit- 
tee on the judiciary. 

Qn motion of Mr. Brush the report of the committee on the 
judiciary, concerning vacancies in the depopulated districts, was 
taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth it was 

Resolved, That the report of the judiciary committee, with 
the resolution on the subject of elections in the depopulated 
districts, be referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Chenoweth, Baker of Matagorda, and Brush were 
Appointed the select committee. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from the auditor 
of public accounts, which was referred to the committee on the 
State of the republic. 

The Speaker also laid before the house a report from the 
auditor of public accounts, on the subject of colonel A. Hus- 
fon’s accounts which, with the accompanying documents, were 
referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

The bill from the senate to be entitled “an act to suppress 
gambling,” was taken up, and being read, 

On motion of Mz. Branch the fifty-frst rule of the house 


` was suspended, and the bill read a second time. 


‘Mr. Branch moved a further suspension of the rule for the 
purpose of reading-the bill a third time, but the motion was lost. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved its reference to a select commitiec 
which was also lost. en sot 

Mr. White moved its reference to the cemmittee on the 
state of the republic,--which was iikewise lost. ~ | 

On motion of Mr. Branch the house adjourned until Mon- 
day morning at 10 o’clock. i 

7 W. G. GRAY, 'C’k, 


a7 
Monpay, May 15, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, =. 

And Mr. Wharton and Mr. Geraghty appeared and took 
their seats. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from Abner 8. 
McDonald, resigning his office of door keeper to the house, which’ 
was accepted. : 

Mr. Branch nominated Solomon L. Johnson to the’office,: 
and there being no opposition, Mr. S. L. Sohnson was unani- 
mously elected, and sworn into office by the Speaker. 

Mr. West presented the credentials of Jesse Burnham; a2 
member elect from the county of Colorado, in place of the hon- 
orable J. J. Robinson, deceased, which being attested’ in due 
form, the honorable member was sworn into office by the Speak- 
er and took his seat. 

Mr. West presented the petition of Henry Griffeth, praying 
compensation for a vessel pressed into the public service, which 
was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Branch from the committee on claims and accounts, to 
whom was referred the petition of A. Huston, reade the follow- 


in 
REPORT: 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of A. Huston, late quarter master general, 
together with the aceompanying documents, have diligently ex- 
amined the same, and from the vouchers therewith submitted, 
entertain no doubt of the correctness of the transactions of this 
officer. Your committee are of opinion that the amount of 
government funds ($3,980,) stolen from the quarter master gen- 
eral at Natchitoches, was owing to no negligence on the part’ 
of that officer, but was unavoidable, and should consequently 
be aloss to the government. ‘The individual responsibilities in- 
curred by that officer for the purchase of articles for the use of 
this government,—when the credit of the government had failed’ 
to procure them,—are clearly shown by the vouchers submitied* 
to your commilttec,~-amounting to near four thousand dollars, 
and should, m their opinion, be liquidated in the manner prayed 
for. With regard to the services of the quarter master gener- 
alin the United States, conceiving he was acting in the discharge 
of his duties, the committee are of opinion no extra pay should 
be allowed, and in conformity to these views have imstrycted? 
me to offer the following resolution. 

EDWARD T. BRANCH,- 


Chairman. 
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Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
sepublic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor be, 
and he is hereby authorized to make a settlement with A. Hus- 
ton, late quarter master general, and that the secretary of the 
treasury be directed to pay, the amount of. said account, (provi- 
ded the same shall not exceed four thousand dollars,) in govern- 
ment land scrip, at fifty cents per acre. 

Mr. Chenoweth, from the select committee to whom was 
referred the resolution and report, of the committee on the judi- 
ciary, respecting elections in the depopulated districts, made the 


following 
` REPORT: 

The select committee, to whom, was referred the report of the 
judiciary committee upon the subject of filling vacancies in the 
representation from the depopulated districts, have had the same 
ander consideration. 

The committee are at a loss to conceive how the judiciary 


, committee could have arrived at the conclusion, that it would 


be unconstitutional to permit the inhabitants of depopulated dis- 
tricts, to vote for representatives, in the manner pointed out in 
the resolution. The constitution which must always be the rule 
for our government in such cases, in defining the rights of suf- 
frage and citizenship in this republic, is plain and definite as lan- 
guage can make it. It expressly declares “that cvery citizen of 
the republic, who has attained the age of twenty-one, and shali 
have resided six months in the district or county where the elec- 
tion is, shall be entitled to vote for members of the general con- 
gress.” From the foregoing clauseit will be readily perceived, 
that it «ver was the intention of the framers of that instrument 
to provide, and in no ease prevent a citizen of this republic from 
voting for representatives in those counties or districts where 
they may have resided, and established their rights of citizen- 
ship» And further it does appear they secem to have contem- 
plated, and wisely provided for, the state of things which now 
unhappily exist, within a portion of our western frontier, and 
which have entirely grown out. of our relations with Mexico. 
The committee are clearly of opinion that any other construc- 
tion would conflict with the sixth and seventh section of the 
schedule, which most authoritatively declares, and points to the 
mode and manner in which every county, in this republic, shall 
be represented in the two houses of congress. We would now 
ask for information, how all the counties are to be represented, 
which are imperatively required to be, by the section above re- 
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ferred to, as wellas by the whole spirit of the constitution, if 
the citizens of the frontier countics, who cannot safely return 
to their homes, are not permitted io vote for representatives in 
the counties where they may be temporarily residing at the time 
of election! Js any portion of this republic to be, by a milita- 
ry decree, exiled and disfranchised, deprived of their boasted 
rights of suffrage and representation, and they too who have 
borne the brunt, and most severely felt the ravages of war?— 
certainly not.—Can it be possible that a jealousy exists in this 
body towards the west? Your committee cannot believe that a 
feeling of so odious a character can have obtruded itself into 
our councils,—that would, with an unhallowed hand,in anywise 
war and check the prosperity of that beautiful portion of our 
country. But, in truth, we are entirely at a loss to conceive 
what arguments can be urged against the propriety of the course 
recommended in the resolution, and cannot bui believe that when 
this subject shall have received the mature and enlightened con- 
sideration of congress, the views herein contained will be fully 
approved and sustained. We therefore recommed the adoption 


of the following resolution. 
S. CHENOWETH, 
Chairman. 

Be it resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the pres- 
ident be, and he is hereby directed to issue writs of election to 
fill all the vacancies that may exist in either house of congress, 
and that he be required to order the polls to be opened, for the 
election of representatives for the depopulated districts, in any 
part of this republic where the citizens of said counties may 
be temporarily residing, until such times as the citizens of said 
counties may be permitted to return with safety to their homes. 

Mr. Roman moved to accept the report, on whieh theayes 
and noes being called, 

Those who voted for accepting, were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Brush, Burnham, Che- 
noweth, Geraghty, Holman, Lewis, Roman, White,—12. 

Those who voted in the negative, wercy, Messrs. Allen of 
Nacogdoches, Arnold, Branch, Gant, Hill, Hooper, McKinney, 
Rowe, West, Wright,—10. 

* So the house refused to postpone the resolution indefinitely. 

Mr. White moved to suspend the fifty first rule of the 
house in order that the resolution may be read a second time, 
which motion was rejected. 
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Mr. Pennington by leave of the house, presented the peti- 


’ tion of John M, Clifton, praying compensation for expenditures, 


&c., referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 
The Speaker laid before the house a letter from Martin ` 
Parmer, resigning the oflice of agent of the government for the 
purchase of supplies &c., accompanied by sundry documents. 
Mr. Rowe moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Parmer, and 
that the documents accompanying his letter be sent to the au- 
ditor of public accounts, which being withdrawn, 

On motion of Mr. Pennington the letter and documents 
were referred to aselect committee, consisting of Messrs. Penn- 
ington, Arnold and Allen of Milam. 

On motion of Mr. White, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be instruc- 
ted to enquire into the condition of the mililary establishment 
of this republic, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Ordered that Messrs. Wharton and Burnham be added to 
the committee on military affairs: 

Messrs. Wharton and Geraghty to tke committee on For- 
cign relations: 3 

Mr. Geraghty tothe committee on naval affairs: and 

Mr. Wharton to the committee on the judiciary. .. 

A message was received from the senate by Mr, Stickney, 
that the senate had concurred with the house in adopting the 
substitute on Indian hostilities, and have appointed Messrs. Iri- 


on, Robertson and Lester, a committee to act in conjunction 


with such committee as may be appointed by the housé on that 
subject. 

The following gentlemen were appointed on the part of the 
house: Messrs. Billingsly, Allen of Milam, Gant. 

The house then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill to be entitled “an act for 
the relicf of ministers of the Gospel,” was taken up an its se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. Gant moved that it be engrossed for a third reading, 
and made the order of theday for to-morrow. 

Mr. Penningéon moved that il beindefinitely postponed: 

And the ayes and noes being called on this question. 

Those who voted in*the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Burnham, Geraghty, Hill, Holman, 
Lewis, McKinney, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, Wharton, 
Wright,—14. 


Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Allen o 
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Nacogdoches, Allen of Mifam, Arnold, Billingsly, Brush, Branch, 
Chenoweth, Gant, Hooper, West, White, —11. 

So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the joint resolu- 
tion from the senate, for the appointment of an agent to the 
a eee Great Britain, was taken up on its second rea- 

ing. ; 
i Mr. Brush moved to amend the joint resolation, by insert- 
ing the words “by and with the advice and consent of the sen- 
ate,” which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the fifty-first rule of the house 
was suspended; the joint resolution was then read a third time, 
passed, and returned to the senate. 

On motion of Mr, Branch, the bill from ‘the senate to 
suppress gambling was taken up and read a third fime; and on 
on aacrnet “shall the bill pass?” the ayes and noes being call- 
ed for, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Allen of 
Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, 
Burnham, Chenoweth, Geraghty, Hooper, Lewis, M‘Kinncy, 
West, White—12. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Arnold, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Gant, Hill, Holman, Penning- 
ton, Roman, Rowe, Wharton, Wright—13. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. Chenoweth submitted the following joint resolution: 


“Whereas, the army is at present without a commanding ` 


general, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That-the 
President of this Republic beyand he is hereby authorized and 
requested to proceed forthwith to the head quarters of the ar- 
my, and take command in person.” 

Which was read a first time. S 

A message was received from the senate by Mr. Stickney, 
communicating a bill, to be entitled, “an act to authorize the 
president to appoint a commissioner to run the boundary line 
between the United States of Amcrica and the Republic of 
Texas;” which had passed the Senate. 

Also, a bill to be entitled “an act supplementary to 
the several acts, organizing the several counties of the republic,” 
which. had also passed the Senate. 

The bills were severally taken up and read. 
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Mr. Holman moved to suspend’ the fifty-first rule of the 
house, in order that the blll from the senate, authorizing the 
appointment of a commissioner to run the boundary line be- 
tween the United States and Texas, may be read a second 
time; which motion was rejected. " 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the vote rejecting “the bill to 


| suppress gambling” was re-considered; and the bill being again 


under consideration, ‘ 

_ On motion of Mr. Billingsly, it was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Branch, Allen of Nacogdoches, 
and Wharton. 


On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house adjourned until 1o-mor- 


row morning at 10 o’clock. ; 
W. F. GRAY, Crk. 


Terspay, 16th May, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll being called, twenty-three memhers were present. 

Mr. Arnola presented the petition of Iredell Reding, John 
B. Reding and others, of Mustang Prairie, praying the forming 
of anew county. 

Referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

Mr. Wright presented a petition of sundry individuals in 
behalf of William D. Stewart, a free man of color, praying for 
land and settlement rights. : 

Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of Robert Stevenson, ad- 
ministraior of the estate of Robert J. Moseley, which, with the 
accompanying documents, was referred to the committee on | 
claims and accounts. 

Mr. Rowe, from the committee on public lands, made the 
following report: 

The committee on landsto whom was referred the petition 
of R. M. Williamson, with the accompanying documents, have 
examined the same, and find therein legal questions involved, 
which they are incompetent to decide; therefore, they ask to 
be discharged from its further consideration, and recommend 
that it be referred io the committee on the judiciary. 

JOSEPH ROWE, Ch’n. 

The report was accepted, and the petition and documents 
referred tothe committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Branch from the committee on claims and accounts 
made the following report: 
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‘ihe committee on claims and accounts, to whom was Te- 
referred the petitions of Charles Sage, George C. Arnest, I. 
Bacon, Peyton S. Wyatt, James Tayler, Thomas Q. Warren, 
and others Henry Griffith and John M. Clifton, have diligently 
examined the same, and are unanimously of opinion that the 
.acts set forth in said petitions are not sufficiently explanatory 

“9 enable your committee to grant the prayers of said petitions. 
four committee are of opinion that the laws amply provide for 
che cases above mentioned, and ask to be discharged frem their 
consideration. l 

; EDWARD S. BRANCH, Ch’n. 

Gn motion of Mr. Roman, the report was concurred in, 
and the committee discharged from the further cansideration 
of the petitions. 

Mr. Pennington from the scléct committee to whom was 
referred the letter of Martin Palmer, made the following re- 
- port:— i 
J The select committee to whom was referred the documents 
of Col. Martin Palmer, find charged against the government 
thirty-five hundred and eighty-five dollars and eighty-seven 
cents, drawn for by said Palmer, as agent for the government 
of Texas, and from an account sent in by said Palmer, we find 
the amount has been chiefly paid out for horses, guns, and pro- 
visions, for the use of the army. 

Said Palmer’s vouchers for the disbursements of said pro- 
perty are so informal, that your committee are unable to deter- 
mine whether the entire amount has been disbursed or not. 

Your committee would further suggest the propriety of re- 
ceiving his resignation, and beg leave to refer the accempanying 
documents and vouchers to the auditor, and to’ be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same. 

S. O. PENNINGTON, Ch’n. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam the report was concur- 
red in, and the committee discharged. . 

Mr. Brush moved that the house take up the protest made 
by him to the report of the committee on the land bill, and 
which was yesterday laid on the table. 

The motion was rejected by the house. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY- 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house took up the bill to be 
entitled “an act supplementary to an act establishing’ a general 
land office.” On its second- reading, it was, 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, 
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Resolved, That the said bill, together with the act to which 
it is intended to be a supplement, be referred to a select com- 
mittee; and that the senate be requested to appoint a similar 
committee to act on the subject, in conjunction with the com- 
mittee on the part of the house. 

" On motion of Mr. Rowe, it was i 

Resolved, That the house do appoint the committec, and 
by ballot. 5 

‘On motion of Mr. Branch, it was 

Ordered, That nominations for said committee be made 
publicly. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved that the committee consist of seven 
members, which motion was rejected. - 

Mr. Roman moved that the committee consist of five, 
which was ordered. 

The following members were then put in nomination: 
Messrs. Wharton, Rowe, Hill, Holman, Branch, White, Pen- 
nington, Roman, Arnold, Cartwright, Baker of Matagorda, 
Burnham and Chenoweth. - 

Mr. Brush moved that the house adjourn until 3 o’clock, 
r. m. which was rejected. 

The house then proceeded to ballot for the committee, and 
Messrs. Brush and Rowe were appointed tellers. 

On counting the ballots it was found that twenty-three 
votes had been given, of which Mr. Rowe reccived fifteen, Mr. 
Branch, fourteen, Mr. Hill thirteen, and Mr. Holman twelve. 
No other member having received a majority of the whole, the 
chair announced that only four members of the committee were 
elected. Mr. Wharton having received ten votes, and being 
the next highest on the list of those voted for, all the other no- 
minations were withdrawn, and by unanimous consent Mr. 
Wharton was declared elected a member of the committee. 

The committee therefore consists of Messrs. Rowe, Branch, 
Hill, Holman, and Wharton. l 

The following message was received from the President of . 
the Republic, by his private secretary, M. Richardson: 

Executive DEPARTMENT, E 
City of Houston, 16th May, 1837. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :— l 
I-have the honor to enclose to you certain documents in 
relation to the two first loans that were made for the benefit of 
Texas, in regard to which the faith of the government has not 
yet been carried into exccution. 
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. The sums received on, these loans were twenty and G&¥ 
thousand dollars. : ; 

You will see by the accompanying copy of a resolution 
passed by the convention, that the government ad interim was 
invested with full power to compromise the first contracts, in 
relation to those loans, on any terms that should he deemed 
most expedient and proper. , — 

That government did accordingly enter into a compromise, 
as the contract to that effect, herewith furnished, will shew. it 
was, however, formerly accepted only by the taking of the 
first loan, upon which twenty thousand dollars were recéived. 

In regard to the terms of the compromise, I would take 
leave to observe that, though they appear to us now sufliciently 
onerous, (but for which indulgence may be found in the critical 
posture of our affairs, and our great need for money at the time,) 
they are, nevertheless, now presented to us in a character which 
wholly precludes objection, being founded in a contract which 
solemnly engages the faith and honor of our country. 

Doubting however the power of the present executive to 
carry into effect the engagements of the last, I submit to you 
the propriety of conferring upon me the requisite authority to 
execute the one under consideration, in favor of those whò 
have accepted of its provisions. In regard to the loan of fifty 
thousand dollars, I have to communicate for your information 
that there is now at the seat of government, a genileman fully 
empowered to enter into a compromise in relation to it, upon 
terms so liberal and just, that no difficulty is apprehended as to 
iis satisfactory adjustment. J submit to you the propriety of 
referring that also, for its settlement, io any~ person of your 
selection, or to the executive, as you shall deem proper. In con: 
clusion I would observe that I am deeply impressed with the 
importance of speedily adjusting those first engagements of our 
country, as the aid we received by them greatly contributed to 
our relief in atime of imminent distress, and as the persons 
who depended on our good faith have long waited for sucha 
manifestation of it as would prove that thcir confidence was 
not misplaced. a 

SAM. HOUSTON: 

The message being read, : 

Mr. Branch moved their reference to a select committee; 
which was carried, and the speaker appointed Messrs. Branchy 
Wharton, and Allen of Nacogdoches, the select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, it was 

Resolved, That the select committee qn the President's 
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message, in relation te the loans, be authorized to ascertain 
what compromise can be etfected, and report to the house. 

Mr. Brush moved that the house adjourn until 7 o’clock. 
?. M., which was rejected. 

Mr. Boyd, by leave of the house introduced a bill for the 
relief of Captain Benjamin Bryan and his company, which 
was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, it was 

Ordered, that ihe Senate be informed of the appointment 
of x committee on the land bill and supplement, to act with 
such committee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house took up the bill frons 


_the Senate, to be entitled “an act to authorize the President to 


appoint a commissioner to run the boundary line between the 
United States. of America and the Repnblic of Texas. 

The bill being on its second reading, Mr. White moved 
that the fifty-first rule of the house be suspended, and the bil} 
read a third time to-day; on which motion, the ayes and 
noes being ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Branch, Burnham, Cart- 
wright, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, M‘Kinney, Pennington, 
Roman, Rowe, West, White, Wright—18. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Allen of 
Milam, Brush, Chenoweth, Gant, Geraghty—5. -_- 

So the fifty-first rule was suspended, and the bill read æ 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house took up the report 
and resolution of the committee of claims, in relation to the 
elaims of A. Huston, late quarter master general. 

Mr. Brush moved that they be re-committed to a select 
committee, which was rejected. . 

Mr. Rowe moved the following amendment—“and further, 
that he be allowed five per cent. on the amount of sales made 
by him of scrip in the United States for this government. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Gant moved to strike out the words “in government 
land scrip at fifty per cent. per acre,’—on which the ayes and 
noes being ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Brush, 
Brush, Chenoweth, Gant, Geraghty, West and Wright—6. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Ailen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Branch, 
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Burnham, Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, M‘Kine 
ney, Pennington, Roman, Rowe, White—17, 

So the house refused io strike out. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out five per cent. commission 
on sales of scrip, and insert two and a half per cent., which 
was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. White, the resolution was further amend- 
ed by the addition of the following clause:—and further, that 
if the amount should exceed four thousand dollars, he be paid 
in a draft on the treasury for such excess. 

On motion of Mr. White, it was 

Ordered, that the joint resolution as amended, be engross« 
ed, and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the vote of the house of 
yesterday, on the indefinite postponement of the bill for the 
relief of ministers of the gospel was re-considered. 

On motion of Mr. White, the bill being on its second 
reading, was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the fifty-first rule of the house 
was suspended, and the bill ordered toa third reading. It 
was accordingly read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Rowe, by leave of the house, introduced a bill, to be 
entitled “an act for the benefit of soldiers and others,” which 
was read a first time. s 
l On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the foint resolution in rela- 
_ tion to elections in the depopulated districts was taken up, and 
road a second time. 

Mr. Brush moved to adjourn until 7 o’clock, P. m., which 
was rejected; and i 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house then adjourned until 


to-morrow morning, LO o’clock. 
W. F. GRAY, CPk. 


Wepnerspay, May 17, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty four members!being present, 

Mr. Gant presented the petition of Stillman S. Curtis, pray- 
ing remuneration for property used &c., which on motion of 
Mr. Gant was, with the accompanying documents, laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton it was 

‘Resolved, “That the secretary of state be instructed to fur- 
nish this house with a copy of the repòrt made by our commis- 

ioners, Messrs. Austin, Archer and Wharton, together with doc- 
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uments that accompanied said report, and also all other letter 
and documents in his possession that related to the loans nego- 
tiated by the commissioners.” 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, it was 

Resolved, “That the special committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the president’s message, on the subject of the loans nego- 
tiated by the commissioners, be instructed to take into consider- 
ation the whole proceedings of our commissioners in the United 
States, and report on the same; and that they be authorized 
and empowered to send for persons and papers.” 

On motion of Mr. White, it was 

Resolved, “That a committee be appointed on the part of 
the house, to act with such committee as may be appointed on 
the part of the senate, to enquire into the performance of the 
contract with the editors of the Telegraph to publish the laws 
and journals of this congress,—and to make such other con- 
tracts as may be deemed necessary.” 

Messrs. White and Branch were appointed the committee. 

A message was received from the senate by Mr. Stickney, 
that the senate had passed the bill from the house entitled “an 
act to establish a rate of interest,” with amendments, in which 
they request the concurrence of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on ways and means be requir- 
ed to report a bill taxing grog shops and retailers of spirits in 
this republic. 

A message was received from the senate by Mr. Stickney, 
that the senate had passed the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the honorable house of representatives be 
requested to furnish the senate with copies of any rcports they 
may have received from the heads of the different departments. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from the audi- 
tor of public accounts, which was read; 

Also a lettes from the secretary of the treasury in obedi- 
ence toa resolution of the house of representatives under date 
of the nineteenth of December last. 

Mr. Pennington moved “that one hundred copies of the 
letter of the secretary be printed for the use of the house,” the 
motion was rejected. 

Ordered, That Mr. Branch be added to the committee on 
the state of the republic. 


On motion of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned until 7 
o’clock, P. m. 
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AT 7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. Í 

On calling the roll only nineteen members answered; ab- 
sentees Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, Branch, Burnham, Ba- 
ker of Matagorda, Gant, Wright, Baker of Austin. 

The sergeant-at arms, was sent in quest of the absent mem- 
bers: a quorum being formed, 

Mr. Gant by leave of the house, intrdduced a bill to be 
entitled “an act to prescribe the proof necessary to admit deeds, 
conveyances, liens &c., upon recora: which was read a first 
time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Pennington the report of the committee 
on claims and accounts, adverse to the petition of Henry Clif- 
ton which had been sanctioned by the housé was re-considered, 

And on motion of Mr. Hooper, the petition of captain 
Henry Clifton, with his vouchers and other accompanying doc- 
uments, were referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Hooper, Pennington, and Allen of Milam. 

The letter from the secretary of the treasury, Jaid before 
the hause this morning, was then read, and on motion of Mr. 
Wharton referred to the committee on ways and means, with in- 
structions to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr.— the engrossed joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of A. Huston was taken up, read a third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr, Rowe the bill to establish a rate of in- 
terest, returned from the senate amended, was taken up; and 
the original bill passed by the house not having been returned 
from the senate,—it was laid on the table, until the original bill 
be furnished by the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the joint resolution from the sen- 
ate, declaring the time when the constitution went into effect, 
was taken up and postponed indefinitely. | 

On motion of Mr. White the joint resolution, forming the 
basis on which Texas asks admission into the union of the Uni- 
ted States of America, was taken up and postponed indefinitely. 
: On motion of Mr. Braneh the house took up the bill crea- 
ting the county of Houston; and 

On motion of Mr. Arnold, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on county boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the joint resolution acknowledg- 
ing the authority of colonels Handy, Morgan, and Huston, was 
taken up and referred to the committee on enrolled bills, to en- 
quire whether or not the same has become a law. 
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On mofion of Mr. Branch the joint resolution, for the re- 
lief and benefit of certain officers, was referred to the commit- 
tee on enrolled bills, to enquire whether thé same has or not be- 
come a law. 

On motion of Mr. Pennington the bi] for the relief of Mrs. 
Dickenson, was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Branch, it was postponed indefinitely. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house took up the petition of 
Edmond T. Jackson, praying compensation, and on motion of 
Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was postponed indefinitely, with 
leave to the petitioner to withdraw his papers. 

The petition of Hetty Floyd, was taken up, Mr. Branch 
moved its indefinite postponement, which was rejected and, on 
motion of Mr. White, it was referred to aselect committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Baker of, Austin, Branch and White. 

The petitions of sundry citizens of Harrisburg, praying 
compensation for loss of property by the enemy, was taken up, 
and on motion of Mr. White postponed indefinitely. 

The petilion of Susan S. King, praying for relief, was 
then taken up. 

Mr. Branch moved to postpone it indefinitely, which was 
lost, and on motion of Mr. Rowe it was referred to the same se- 
lect committee, to whom was referred the petition of Hetty 
Floyd. i 

YT he bill to incorporate the Red River and Aransasso Bay 
Rail Road, Navigation and Banking company, was taken up on 
its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, it was 

Ordered, That it be laid on the table, and be made the or- 
der of the day for to-morrow. ` 

Mr. Rowe movcd that the house adjourn until to-morrow 
at 10 o’clock: which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the joint resolution respect- 
ing elections for the depopulated districts was then taken 
up and read a third time, and, on the question “shall the} resolu 
tion pass?” 

The ayes and noes being ordered, those who voted in the 
affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, Allen of Nacogdoches, Ba- 
ker, of Matagorda, Billingsly, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, 
Geraghty, Lewis, Pennington, Roman, Wharton, White,—13. 

Those who voted in the negative, were Messrs. Allen of Mi- 
lam, Arnold, Branch, Cartwright, Gant, Hooper, Holman, Mc- 
Kinney, Rowe, West,—10. i 
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So the joint resolution was passed. 
On motion of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned until to- 


sorrow morning at 10 o’clock. 
W. F. GRAY, Clk. 


i i Tuorspay, May 18, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-four members prescnt. 

Mr. Rowe presented the petition of White and Beaford, 
praying payment for articles furnished to Griffin Bayne for the 
use of the government of Texas, referred with the accompany- 
ing documents to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. McKinney presented the petition of John Herring and 
others, in favor of Eliza Smith, an orphan, which was referred 
to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Gant presented the petition of the trustees of Wash- 
ington college praying an act of incorporation &c., which, on 
motion of Mr. Gant, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of John Murray, cap- 
tain of the schooner Watchman, praying for compensation, re- 
ferred to the committce on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Wharton also presented the petition of Herman & Co. 
merchants of New Orleans, asking indemnity for the cargo of 
the schooner Fanny Butler. 

Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Wharton presented the petiticn of Robert Stephenson, 
praying for a divorce, which, on motion of Mr. Wharton was 
referred to a select committee. The chair appointed Messrs, 
Wharton, Branch and Allen of Nacogdoches, the committee, 

A message was received from the senate‘ by Mr. Stickney, 
that the senate had passed a joint resolution fixing the time of 
mecting of the next congress. 

Mr. Hooper from the select committee to whom was refer- 
red the petition of captain John M. Clifton, made the following 
report. 

; Your committee, to whotn was referred the petition of cap- 
tain John M. Clifton, have had the same under consideration, 
and beg leave to make the following 

REPORT. 

From the certificate of the secretary of war, and other ofti- 
cers, we are satisfied that John M. Clifton recruited 15l men 
for the service of Texas, and mustered into service 97 men; and 
from the best information that we can procure, said Clifton bore 


pet 


42 


all the expenses of those men from the state of Tennessee to 
New Orleans, where 54 deserted. i 

Your committee are of opinion, from all the proof procured; 
that the said Clifton actually expended all the amount set forth 
in his accounts, for the transportation and sustenance of said 
troops, and that the auditor be required to audit said accounts of 
$1434,39. 

RICHARD HOOPER, 
Chairman of Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the report was accepted. 

Mr. Branch, from the select committee to whom was refer- 
red the bill tosuppress gambling, reported the same with amend- 
ments, which were adopted by the house, and the billas amen- 
ded ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Hooper submitted the following joint resolution, 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the auditor be 
instracted to audit the accounts of John M. Clifton for fourteen 
hundred and thirty-four dollars and thirty-nine cents: read a 
first time. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to suspend the fifty-first rule of the 
house, and that the said resolution be read a second time forth- 
bh the motion was rejected and the resolution laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Chenoweth submitted the following resolution: 

Whereas many of the good citizens of this republic, espe- 
cially those living on the western and distant frontiers, have sus- 
tained heavy, and in some cases, even ruinous losses, in conse- 
quence of and during the war: and whereas numbers of such 
individuals are so situated as to be enable to spare the time or 
meet the expense requisite to an attendance at the scat of guv- 
ernment, and petitioning congress in person for a compensation 
for their losses: 

Resolved, That a committce of three be appointed to re- 
ports by bill or otherwise, a plan whereby such citizens may 

ave an opportunity of conveniently presenting their respective 
cases and of being indemnified for their losses. 
JOHN CHENOWETH, 
P On motion of Mr. White the resolution was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Gant by leave of the house introduced a bill to incor- 
porate the trustees of Washington College, which was read the 
first time. 

Mr. Rowe submitted the following resolution, 

Resalved, By the House of Representatives, That the 
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president of this republic be requested to inform this house, why 
he has failed to execute the duties required of him by an act to 
establish a general land office for the republic of Texas, passed 
the twenty-second of December 1836,—by a constitutional ma- 
jority of both houses of the congress of the republic of Texas; 
which was laid on the table. . 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the joint resolution authorizing 
certain officers to administer oaths to the officers and soldiers of 
the army, was read a second time. > 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the house took up the report 
of the committee on the judiciary, respecting forfeited lands, 
made to the house on the thirteenth November, 1836, which be- 
ing read, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the house took up the bill 
from the senate, supplementary to the several acts organizing 
the several counties of the republic, on its second reading. 

Mr. Gantmoved to strike out the first section,—lost. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the fifty-first rule of the house 
was suspended, and the bill read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from the senate by Mr. Stickney, 
“That the senate had concurred in the resolution of the house 
for the appointment of a joint commitiee on the land bill, sup- 
plement thereto, &c., and have appointed senators Hill, Horton, 
Everitt and Ellis, a committee on the part of the senate to act 
in conjunction with the committee of the house,—also 

The senate has passed a joint resolution concerning the 
pay of the district judges in which they request the concurrence 
of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house adjourned until 8 o’clock, 
Pe Me . 

! 8 o’CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

On calling the roll only nineteen members answered and 
ie sergeant-at-arms was sent in quest of the absentees. 

A quorum being formed, a joint resolution in regard to the 
payment of district Judges, received from the scnate, was ta- 
ken up and read a first time. l 

A joint resolution from the senate in relation to the future 
meetings of congress, was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill to prescribe the proof ne- 
cessary to admit deeds, conveyances, &c., to record, was taken 
up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Gant it was re- 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary. 
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On motion of Mr. Hill the joint resolution authorizing and 
requiring the president to take command of the army in person, 
was taken up on its second reading and indefinitely postponed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Burnham be added to the committee 
on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Wharton moved to take up the bill to incorporate the 
Red River and Aransaso Bay, Rail Road, Navigation and Bank- 
ing Company, which motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Boyd, the bill for the relief of captain 
Benjamin Bryan and his soldiers was taken up, and on motion 
of Mr. Arnold it was postponed indefinitely. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton the report of the committee on 
the judiciary, in relation to forfeited lands, was referred to the 
joint committee of the two houses, on the land law and bill sup- 
plementary thereto, &c. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches presented the petition of Ha- 
den Edwards which was read. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches moved its reference to the com- 
mittee on public lands,—which was rejected. 

Mr. Hill moved to postpone it indefinitely, which was also 
rejected, and 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was referred 
to the committce on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the bill for the benefit of soldiers 
and others, was taken up on its second reading, and on motion 
of Mr. Rowe, it was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. Branch presented the memorial of the honorable Ben- 
jamin C. Franklin, asking remuneration for services rendered: 
which was, on motion of Mr. Branch, referred to the commit- 
teeon claims and accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house then adjourned until to- 


morrow at 3 o’clock, P. M. 
W. F. GRAY, Cik. 
Fripay, May 19, 1837. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-two members being present. 

A message was received from the president of the republic 
communicating the report of the secretaries of the several de- 
partments of the government. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Branchifrom the committee of claims and accounts, 
made the following 


REPORT: 
The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was re- 
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ferred the memorial of Benjamin C. Franklin, have examined 
the same, and confidently belicve the memorialist is justly en- 
titled to the relief asked for, and would therefore recommend 
the passage of the following resolution: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texasin congress assembled, That Benjamin C. 
Franklin, as judge of the district.of Brazoria from the Sth of 
May, 1836 to the 20th December, 1836, be authorized to draw 
on the treasury of the republic for remuneration in equal pro- 
portion to that granted to the district judge now presiding. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the report was 
received and the resolution read a first time. 

Mr. White from the committee on enrolled bills, to whom 
had been referred for enquiry the joint resolution “for the relief 
and benefit of certain officers,” and also the resolution acknowl- 
edging the authority of colonels R. Eden Handy, James Mor- 
gan, A. Houston, &c. reported, 

That they had examined the secretary of states office, and 
can find no such resolution. They are of opinion that the said 
resolutions are on their second reading, as their endorsements 
present. 

Ordered, That the said resolutions be placed on their se- 
cond reading. TR 

Mr. Geraghty submitted the following resolution. 

Resolped, by the senate and house of representatives of 
the republic of Texas in congress assembled, “That the presi- 
dent be, and he is hereby required and authorized, toadopt such 
measures as he may think proper to put the citizens of western 
Texas in peaceable possession of their just and lawful homes as 
soon as practicable, which was read and Jaid on the table. 

_ On motion of Mr. Holman the house adjourned until 8 
o’clock, P. Me 


8 O'CLOCK. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

Twenty-two members being present. 

Mr. Wharton presented -ihe petition of A. T. Burnley 
and others, praying remuneration for advance made in aid of 
Texas, referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Also the petition of A. S. Roberts and others praying to be 
admitted to the benefit of the colonization laws, which on mo- 
tion of Mr. Rowe, wus referred to the committee on lands. 

Also, the petition of Edmond Andrews and others for an 
act of incorporation for the” Brazoria Insurance company, ac- 
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companicd by a bill. The bill was received, read a first time, 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches presented the petition of Henry 
A. Read, attorney of Benjamin S. Read, praying that his ac- 
counts may be audited: referred to the committee onclaims and 
accounts. se ~ 

A message wasreccived from the senate, by Mr. Robert- 
son their secretary, that the senate had passed a bill authorizing 
Greenway Logan and his wife Caroline, free persons of color, to 
remain permanently in this repulic. 

Mr. Gant from the committee on the judiciary, made the 


fyllowing 
REPORT: 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of William D. Stewart and James Richardson, and al- 
so a joint resolution for the relief of Alexander Buxton, have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re- 
port a joint resolution for the relief of all free Africans and de- 
scendants of Africans, who were residents within the limits of 
the republic at the adoption of the constitution, which they re- 
commend to be passed into alaw. 

JOINT RESOLUTION, 
Fer the relief ofall free Africans or descendants of Africans, who 
werercsiding within the republic at the adoptionof the constitution. . 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That all free 
Africans, or descendants of Africans, who were residing within 
the republic of Texas at the time of adoption of the con- 
stitution, are hereby granted and allowed the privilege of re- 
maining in any part of the republic, as long as they choose, on 
the condition of performing all the duties required of them by 
law. 

Mr. Wharton from the committee on the judiciary made 
the following report: 

he committee cn the judiciary, to whom was referred the 

petition of John S. Herring and others, praying that John 

Stiles be appointed Guardian for Eliza Smith, have had the same 

under consideration, and instructed me to make the following 
REPORT: 

That in the opinion of this committee, congress does not 
possess the power to grant the prayer of the petition: and that 
it belongs exclusively to the judge of probate. 

Wherefore the committee ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition. 
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The report was adopted, and the committee discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition. - 

Mr. Wharton from the committee on the judiciary, to 
whom was referred the bill to legalize marriage contracts, which 
had passed the committee of the whole as a substitute for a bili 
from the senate on the same subject,—rep^rted the same with 
amendments,—which being read, the bill and amendments were 
laid on the table. i 

On motionof Mr. Wharton the house then took up the mes- 
sage from the president, with the accompanying documents re- 
ceived this morning. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, | 
Ciry or Houston, May 19, 1837. 
Gentlemen of the senate and house of representatives :— Ő 

I have the honor to lay before you the following reports of 
the several departments of the government to which they relate. 
ded Report of the secretary of the treasury to which is appen- 
ed,— ` 

The report of the treasurer, 
& report of the secretary of war, 
& report of the secretary of the navy, 
“© report of the post master general. 

All of which are respectfully submitted. 

To the department of the last named functionary, owing to 
the presrure of affairs, I omitted making the allusion, in my gen- 
eral message, which I had intended to have made,—a circum- 
stance I the more regret, as I have so much reason to approve 
the conduct of the officer referred to, who has shown the utmost 
zeal and ability in the execution of his functions. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 

The report of the secretary of war was then read and re- 
ferred to the committee on military affairs. 

. The report of the secretary of the navy was then read and 
referred to the committec on naval affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, it was ` 

Ordered, That the report of the secretary of the treasury 
be referred to the committee on ways and means, without read- 


And that the report of the post master general be referred 
tothe committee on the post office, without reading. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, he having voted 
in the affirmative, the order dispensing with the reading of the 
report from the secretary ofthe treasury was re-considered, and 
the report read. 


t 
i 


48 


On motion of Mr. Holman the house adjourned until to- 


morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 
W. F. GRAY, Ck. 


l Saturpay, 20th May, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

Twenty-five members being present. 

A message was received from the president by Mr. Rich- 
ardson, his private secretary, transmitting the memorial of cap- 
tain Ross, of the steam boat Yellow Stone, in behalfof himself 
and crew. The message and documents being read were, on 
motion of Mr. Branch, referred to the committee on claims and 
accounts. 

Mr. Roman presented the petition of Alexander Walsh, 
praying that his accounts may be audited. 

On motion of Mr. Roman, it was ieferred to the commit- 
tee of claims and accounts. 

Mr. Rowe from the commiitce on public lands, to whom, 
was referred the petition of David Laughlin, made the following 
REPORT: 

The committee on public lands to whom was referred the 
petition of David Laughlin, praying that some lands may be ` 
granted to Mary Morilla Foot, an orphan, seven years of age, , 
who emigratcd to the country,(as he states) with him, in the year 
1835, and has no blood relations, or never has ha lin Texas, the 
committee are of opli ion that some invariable rules should gov- 
ern all legiclative bodies, in the disposition of every question 
which they may be called upon to dispose of. And in the dis- 
position of this, and all similar cases, which may arise, the ques- 
tion should be, has the subject any peculiar merit for having done 
some noble act, or for having rendered some great and essential 
services to the country, upon which to base their claims?- Or 
have they suffered some great misfortune, which our sympathies 
are called upon to relieve? 

In this case we see neither: hundreds are no doubt similar- 
ly situated; and if we began with one, we should go through 
the whole list. 

The committee ask to be discharged from the further con- 


sideration of the subject. : 
JOSEPH ROWE, Chairman. ` 


On motion of Mr. Wharton, the report was concurred in, 
and the committee discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. 


Mr. Branch from the committee of claims and accounts, te 
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whom the petition of Robert Stephenson, executor of R., J. 

Mosely, had been referred, made the following ` 
REPORT: 

Mr. SPEAKER: — . 

The committee on claims and accounts, {o whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Robert Stephen-on, executor of Robert 
J. Mosely, together with the accompanying documents, have 
diligently examined the same, and find from the accompanying 
certificates that a considerable number of cattle and hogs,—as 
also a quantity of corn and bacon, was used by a division of the 
Texian army, under the command of captain William Patton. 
What number `of catile and hogs, and what quantity of corn 
and bacon was used, your committee are unable to ascertain, 
as no account appears to have been kept hy any of the officers 
of the army. This alone would, in the opinion of your coms 
mittee, tender it wholely impractieable for congress to author- 
ize the auditor to audit the claims of the petitioner. But apart 
from this,—-your committe are of opinion that another much 
more important reason exists, why the accounts, under consid» 
eration, should not be allowed at the present time. The pro- 
perty of hundreds of citizens of Texas was in the same situation, 
abandoned by the owners, and used by the Texian as well as 
Mexican army. To grant relief to one individual, while the 
‘rest are unremuncrated, would, in the opinion of your commit- 
tce, be partial legislation, and therefore unconstitutional, Your 
committee, therefore, beg leave to return ihe papers to the house, 
and ask to be discharged from their further consideration. 

EDWARD T. BRANCH, 
Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. West the report was concurred in and 
the committee discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition, 

Mr. Branch from the same committee, to whom was refers 
red the petition of Henry Griffeth, made the following | 

REPORT: 

The committce on claims and accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Henry Griffeth, praying remuneration for 
property pressed into the service of Texas,—have examincd 
the same, and finding no vouchers for the charge made in said 
petition, and believing also that the laws amply provide for the 
case under consideration, beg loave to return the petition, and 
ask to be discharged from its further consideration. 


EDWARD T. BRANCH, 


Chairman. 
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The committee was accordingly discharged. 
Mr. White from the committee on enrolled bills made the 


following 
REPORT: 
The foilowing resolutions have been submitted, approved, 
and signed by the president. 
ist. A joint resolution authoriziig the president to appoint 
an agent to the court of Great Britain. 
2nd. A joint resolution authorising the president to appoint 
a commissioner to run the boundary line between this republic 
and the United States. - 
3d. An act for the relief of ministers of the Gospel. 
S. A. WHITE, 
Chairman. 
On motion of Mr. Branch, it was 
Ordered, That in all cases where petitions have becn pre- 
sented to the house, and rejected, or not actea on, the petition- 
ers shall have leave to withdraw their petitions and papers. 
Mr. Billingsly from the joint committee on indian affairs, 
made the following 
REPORT: 


The joint committee, to whom was referred the subject of 
our Indian relations, with instructions to report a bill for the 
protection of the frontier, having considered the suggestion of 
the president and those of the secretary of war, are satisfied of 
the expediency, and feck no hesitation in recommending active 
wperations against the hostile Indians of our borders. 

That several of the tribes near the extreme settlements have 
been and still are hostile, is too notorious to require a detailed 
statement of facts to prove it. Among those tribes are em- 
braced the Caddos, Wacos, Tiwachanes, Keeckies, fonies and 
Pawnees, whose murders and depredalions arc of almost daily 
occurrence. ‘The Caddos who exercise a-controlling influence 
over those tribes, and with whom they are in some degree in- 
corporated, recently received on Red River, from the agent of 
the United States government, ammunition and rifles, and im- 
mediately thereafter set off for Texas, to join their confederates 
on the Trinity and Brazos, whiclr has doubtless inspired the lat: 
ter with increased confidence. Within the last few days we 


have received, from various sourc2s, satisfactory information, 


that those Indians have penetrated even below the San Antonio 
road, having murdered several citizens on the Brazos, Trinity, 
and Neches rivers. Those incursions of late are hecoming more 
daring, and we are decidedly of the opinion that. unless the 
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means of repelling their aggressions be not speedily increased 
and put in requisition, their attacks, robberies, and murders, 
will spread extensively, and probably in the end, if not checked 
by judicious measures, will shortly involve the whole country in 
a disastrous Indian war. To avert this state of things, your 
committee advise than an expedition, composed of a suitable 
‘orce,—sufliciently numerous to scour their country thoroughly, 
be as soon as practicable sent against them. 

The accompanyidg bill proposes that a company of Shaw- 
nees, Cherokces, Dclawares, or of some other friendly tribes, 
provided they can be induced to it, shall be attached to cach 
division, From tke known dislike of the latter to the Prairie 
. Indians, we believe that such an acquisition can be effected, and 
' that it will greatly add to the efficiency and success of the cam- 
paign, The present force employed on the frontier for its pro- 
tection, we deem inadequate to the attainment of that object; 
and believe that nothing favorable can be reasonably anticipa- 
ted from prospective treaties wilh them. 

The particular orders under which the corps will have to 
act is a subject of peculiar delicacy, and much will have to be 
left to the diséretion of the commandding officers. 

It will become the duty of the secretary of war, in issuing 
general orders to those officers, to enjoin great caution and 
praduce. With those views we respectfully ask leave to submit 


the accowpanying bill. 
R. A. IRION, 


Chairman on the part of the senate. 
JESSE BILLINGSLY, 
Chairn.an on the part of the house. 

The report and bill having been read, on motion of Mr. 
Billingsly, the report was concurred in, and the bill ordered to a 
second reading. s 

Mr. Roman submitted the following resolution; 

Resoloed, That the contractor, major Ward, be required 
to discontinue such labor on this house as disturbs the delibera- 
tions of congress during the hours of ils session; which was re- 
jected. 

: Mr. Wharton submitted the following joint resolution. 

A joint resolution for the benefit of the men that major Wil- 
lian P. Miller brought to Texas in the month of March, 1838. 

Qn motion of Mr. Billiigsly the report was received, and 
the bill being read once, was ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the “bill to incorporate the 
Red River and Aransaso Bay, Rail Road, Navigation and 
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Bank Company,” was taken up on its second reading, and was 
eonsidered by sections. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved to amend the sixth section, by stri- 
king out the words “forty nine,” as the term of the charter, for 
the purpose of inserting a shorter period, the motion was carried 
and the words stricken out. 

Mr. Arnold moved to fill the blank with “thirty years;” 
which was rejected. 

; Mr. Brush moved to fill it with “twenty ;” which was rejec- 
ted. 

Mr. ——.- 
jected. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, moved to fill it with-‘nine,’”’ 
which was rejected. 

Mr. Wharton moved to fill it with “one year.” Before the 
question was taken, 

' Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved toreconsider the vote strik- 


moved to fill it with “ten,” which was re- 


- ing our “forty-nine years,”—which was carried. 


So the house agreed to reconsider. 

“Mr. Arnold moved that the house adjourn until Monday 
morning at ten o’clock, which was rejected. 

Mr. Brush renewed the motion, which was again rejected. 

Motions to adjourn until 9 o’clock on Monday, and 8 o’clock 
on Monday, were successively made and rejected. 

Mr. Allen of Milam moved, that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed,—on which question the ayes and noes be ordered ;— 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Boyd, Hill, McKinney, 
Pennington, Wharton, Wright,—9. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Arnold, 


‘Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, 


Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Roman, 
Rowe, West, White,—16. 

So the house refused to postpone indefinitely. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the house adjourned until Mone 
day morning at 10 o’clock. 

Mr. Pennington asked and obtained leave of absence this 


day for the remainder of the session, on the ground of ill health. 
W. F. GRAY, Crk. 


Monnay, May 22, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty-two members being present. 
Mr. Roman presented the petiticn of George W. Poe, pray- 
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ing the appointment of a committee to examine his accounts, 
which was referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Baker of Matagorda presented the petition of John 
Duncan and others praying an act of incorporation to improve 
the navigation of Caney. 

On motion of Mr. Arnold, it was referred to a select com- 
mittce, consisting of Messrs. Arnold, White, Billingsley, Baker 
of Matagorda, and Roman. 

Mr. Rowe submitted the following joint resolution, 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texasin congress assembled, That all debts which 
are now, or may hereafter become due to this republic, may be 
paid and discharged in properly audited drafts on the treasury 
of this republi-,—unless otherwise specially provided for by law. 

Mr. Holman submitted the following joint resolution. 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republie of Texas,in congress assembled, That the post master 
general of this republic be authorized to extend the mail routes 
by way of Balow’s and Gaines’ Ferries, so as to communicate 
with the Umted States’ mail: and that he be authorized to pay 
for any services which may have been already rendered by any 
person to effect that object. 

The house then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the bill to legalize marriage con- 
tracts was taken up on iis second reading, with the amendments 
reported by the committee on the judiciary. Mr. White moved 
an additional section. On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 
bill was recommitted to the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the house took up the joint 
resolution authorizing certain officers to administer oaths to the 
officers and soldiers of the army. On motion of Mr. Billingsly 
it was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the biil to establish a rate of in- 
terest, as amended and returned from the senate, was taken up. 
Mr. Rome moved that the amendments of the senate be rejec- 
ted,— which was carried, and on motion of Mr. Rowe, the bill 
was laid en the table. 

A message was received from the senate, by their secretary, 
that the senate had passed “a bill to incorporate the town of 
Nacogdoches*”—in which they request the concurrence of the 
house. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the house took 
up the “bill to suppress gambling,’ which had been amended 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on the 15th: 
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Some contrariety of opinion existing as to the stage of the 
bill, on motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, it was 

Ordered, That the vill be put back on its second reading, as 
it stands am. nded and engrossed; and 

On motion of Mr. White, the house resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole on the bill to suppress gambling. 

Mr. Wintein the chair. 

After sone time spent therein, the committee arose and re- 
ported to the bill the house with amendments. The committee 
was discharged, and the house proceeded to the consideration of 
theamendments. Ist. “Strike out the 5th section,” which was 
carried. 3d. In last session, after the word cffect, insert, “in 
the county of Harrisburg, five days from and alter its passage, 
and in all other parts of the republic,” which was also carried. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the sum of “one thousand dollars,” 


the minimvm fine in the second section, was stricken out. 


Mr. Wharton moved to fiill the blank with “twenty dol- 
lars.” 

Mr. Brosh moved to fill the blank with “nine hundred dol- 
» which was put and rejected, 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches moved to fill the blank with 
“five hundred dollaiss,” which was rejected. 

Mr. Allen of Nacodoches movcd to fill the blank with “two 
hundred and fifty dollars,” which was rejected. ; 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the blank was filled 
with “one hundred dollars.” 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, it was 

Ordered, That the bill as amended be engrossed for a third 
reading, and made the order of the day for tomorrow. 

On motion of Mr, Hill, the bill to incorporate the Red Riv- 
er and Aransaso Bay, Rail Road, Navigation and Banking Com- 
pany, was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the 
censidcration thereof was postponed and made the special order 
for 8 o’clock P* m. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned until 8 
o'clock, P. a. 


lars, 


8 O'CLOCK, P. iM. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-two members being prasent. 

The bill to incorporate the Red"River, and Aransaso Bay, 
Rail Road, Navigation-and Banking Company, specially set for 
consideration at 8 o’cock this evening, was taken up. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed, 
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A messnge was received from the senate, by their secretary 
Mr. Robertson, announcing the passage, by the senate, ofa bill 
fixing the salaries of revenue officers, and also the bill, from the 
house, for the better protection of the northern frontiers, with 
amendments, in which the concurrence of the house is requested. 

On the motion to postpone the bill indefinitely, Mr. Gant 
made a point of order. : 

“The question on the indefinite postponement of this bill 
having already been decided, and no action on it having been 
subsequently had, isthe motion in order?” 

The Speaker decided the motion to bein 6rder. 

Mr. Baker of Matagorda called for the ayes and nays, on 
indefinite postponement; which were ordered,—and on taking 
the question, 

Those who voted in the aflirmative were, Messrs. Speak- 
er, Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, 
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Hull,, McKinney, Rowe, Wharton, 
Wright,—12. 

Those who voted in the negative, were, Messrs. Arnold, 
Baker of Matagorda, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartright, 
Gant, Geraghty, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Roman, West, 

White,—l4. 

So the house refused to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house adjourned 
until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

W. FP. GRAY, Crk. 


Turspay, May 23, 1837. - 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

‘Twenty-four members being present. 

Mr. Arnold presented the petition of W. Lewis, praying 
for remuneration as Indian agent &c. 

On motion of Mr. Arnold the petition was referred to the 
commiltee on claims and accounts. 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of John P. Coles and oth- 
ers, for an act to incorporate a Seminary of Learning in Coles’ 
Settlement. 

Referred to a select conmmittee, consisting ef Messrs. Hilt, 
Rowe and West. 

A message was reccived from the scnate, by Mr. Robert- 
son, their secretary, announcing the passage of the act for the 
relief of those who lost property during the war, with amend- 
ments. - 

Mr. White moved the adoption of the following resolution. 
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Resolved, That the president be requested to state to this 
house upon what authority he has stationed soldiers upon the 
Sabinc, to prevent citizens of this republic from taking their 
cattle out of the country. 

Which, by the fortieth rule of the house, lies one day for 
consideration. . 

Mr. Branch moved a suspension of the forticth rule of the 
house in order thai the resolution may be acted on forthwith. 
The house refused to suspend the rule. 

Mr. White moved the adoption of the following resolution. 

‘Resolved, That this house receive no more business of a lo- 
cal or individual nature,—which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the bill for the better protec- 
tion of the northern frontiers, which had been returned from the 
senate, with amendments, was taken up, and the amendments 
concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Holman, the bill from the senate, fixing 
the salaries of revenuc officers, was taken up. 

The bill having been read, Mr. Chenowoth moved its rejec- 
tion, which motion was lost, and the bill passed to a sccond read- 
ing. 

S The house then took up the bill from the senate to incorpo- 
rate the town of Nacogdoches, which was read a first time. 

The house theu took up the bill, returned from the senate 
with amendments, for the relief of those who have lost property 
during the war. On motion of Mr White the amendments, pro- 
posed by the senate, were concurred in: _ 

Mr. Brush moved that the house do adjourn.until 3 o’clock, 
P. Mẹ which was rejected. 

The house then procecded to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the house took up the bill to incor- 
porate the Washington College, on its scoond reading. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed; 

Oa which euestion the aycs and nocs were ordercd, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Allen of 
Nacogdoches, Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Lewis, Whaiton,—6. 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Arnold Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, 
Bresh, Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, 
Hooper, Holman, McKinney, Roman, Rowe, West,—18. 

So the house refused to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

On motion of Mr. Geraghty the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the engrossed bill to suppres 
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gambling was taken up, read a third time, and passed. 

The title of the bill,“an act to suppress gambling.” 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the vote, ordering the bill for the 
incorporation of Washington college to a third reading, was 
re-considered, and the bill again put on its second reading. 

_ On metion of Mr. Billingsly the house resolved itself into 
a committee of the whole, on the said Bill; 

Mr. Billingsly in the chair, 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose,and 
reported the bill to the house with the following amendments. 
“In section Ist. strike out the word “ordained,” and strike out 
the 6th., and 7th., sectiens. The amendments were concurred 
in by the house, and the bill, as amended, ordered to be engross- 
ed and read a third time to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house then ad- 
journed until 8 o’cloek, r. 3 ` 


8 o’CLOCK, Pe Me 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of George B. M‘Kin- 
stry and others, of Brazoria, praying an act of incorporation 
fora company to be styled “the internal improvement and 
banking company of Texas.”—accompanied by a bill. 

On motion of Mr. White, the petilion and bill were re- 
ferred to the committee on the state of the republic. 

A message was received from the Senate, by their secreta- 
ry, announcing the passage of “a bill to incorporate the Epis- 
copal church in the town of Matagorda.” ft 

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of Warren D, C. 
Hall and others, praying an act of incorporation for a company 
to be styled “the mutual insurance company.” 


On motion of Mr. Branch, the petition was laid on the 
table. 8 

Mr. Branch, by leave of the house, introduced a bill te 
incerporate the tewn of Liberty, which was read a first time 
by its title. 
3 On motion of Mr. White, seconded by Mr. Alien of Na- 
cogdoches, the house resumed the consideration of the unfinish- 
ed business of the morning, being the “bill to incorporate the 
Red River and Aransaso Bay Railroad, Navigation, and Bank- 
ing Company, un its second reading.” | 

On motion of Mr. White, it was ordered, that the bill be 
rotano to a select committee, 
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On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, it was ordered, that the | 


committee consist of five members, and that they be chosen by 
ballot. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the order of reference to a se- 
lect committee, was re-considered; and 

' On motion of Mr. Allen ef Nacogdoches, the bill was re- 
ferred to a committee of the whole. The house accordingly 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. Wharton in 
the chair, on the said ‘bill; and after some time spent therein, the 
committee rose, and reported the bill to the house, with sundry 
amendments, and asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject. The committee was accordingly dis- 
charged, and the amendments concurred in by the house. 

Mr. Billingsly moved a suspension of the fifty-first rule of 
the house, in order that the bill, as amended, might be ordered 
toa third reading forthwith. . 

Mr. Geraghty moved that the house adjourn, which was 
acjected. 

Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved that the house adjourn, 
until to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock, which was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the suspension of the fifty- 
first rule, and carried. The bill was read a third time, and put 
on its final passage, and on this question the ayes and noes were 
ordered. 

Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved that the house adjourn 
until to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock, which was rejected. 

Mr. White moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, at 
10 o’clock, which was rejected. 

- Mr. Chenoweth moved to adjourn, which was also rejected. 

And the question recurring on the fina] passage of the bill, 
Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches called for the previous question.— 
The call was sustained, and on this question, the ayes and noes 
were ordered. 

The speaker then put the previous question, “Shall the 
main question be now put?” 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Nacogdoches, Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Bil- 
lingsly, Boyd, Branch, Hill, M‘Kinney, Wharton, Wright—lLI. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Arnold, 
Baker of Matagorda, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartwright, 
Gane Geraghty, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Roman, West, White 

So the house refused to take the main question. 
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On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, it was 

Ordered, That the said bill be made the special order for 
11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the engrossed joint resolution , 
for the relief of the Hon. B. C. Franklin, was taken up, rea d 
a third time and passed. l 

On motion efi Mr. Geraghty, the house adjourned until to 
morrow morning at ten o’clock. -> 


W. FAIRFAX GRAY, Crk. 


Wenpnespay, May 24, 1837. 

‘The house met pursuant to adjournment, twenty-six mem- 
bers being present. 

Mr. Baker of Austin presented the petition of Wm. H. 
Patton and others, accompanied by a bill for the appointment 
of clerksin the military staff offices, which being read, the peti- 
tion was laid on the table, and the bill ordered to asecond read 
ing to-morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the house the petition of Edmond 
Andrews, R. Mills and others, praying the incorporation of a 
Bank on the Brazos, accompanied by a bill. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the petition was re- 
ceived, and the bill laid on the table. without being read. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee of ways 
and means, made the following ` 
REPORT: 

Mr. Speaker—Your committee to whom was referred the 
communication of the Hon. the Secretary of the Treasury, un- 
der date of the 12th inst., which communication was predicated 
on a resolution of this house, bearing date the 19th of Decem- 
ber last past, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to make the following report: 

Your committee, duly impressed with the propriety and 
necessity of sustaining the public credit, and protecting the pub- 
lic creditors, have duly considered the practicability, and great 
utility of the plans‘suggested and-recommended by the Hon. 
Sccretary, and unanimously concur with him in opinion. 

The plan proposed of funding the public debt, by the cre- 
ation of a commensurate stock fund, bearing an interest of 10 
per cent. per annum, with a pledge of the public faith for its 
final redemption, is, in the opinion of your committee, well cal- 
culated to inspire public confidence, and would tend to the im- 
mediate relief of the public creditors, by placing in their hands 
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an available and productive stock, which, in the opinion of your 
committee, would very soon rise to its par value. Another im~ 
portant and desirable object would be gained by the plan pro- 
posed. The consolidation of the public debt would not only 
eall to a proper scrutiny the various floating liabilities of the 
government, and leave less opportunity for the commission of 
frauds and forgeries, but would place it in a form by which it 
could be managed and wielded, and the credit of the govern- 
ment kept up by paying a fair interest on the funded debt. The 
plan suggested by the Hon. Secretary, to raise a sufficient re- 
venue to meet the annual or semi-annual interest of the funded 
debi, by impost dutics and direct taxation, is, in the opinion of 
your committee, the only plan which can be fairly devised. And 
your committee believing that much public benefit will result 
from the practical results of the plan proposed, beg leave to in- 
troduce the following bills, viz: “An aet to authorize the conso- 
Hdation and funding of the public debt.” 

“An act to raise a public revenue by impost duties.” And 
“an act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation.” 

JOHN K. ALLEN, 
Chairman of Committee on Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the three bills, accom- 
panying the report, were severally read a first time. - 

Mr. Allen, of Nacogdoches, from the same committee made 
the following 

REPORT: 

The committee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred 
the report of the Hon. the Secretary- of the Treasury, dated 
the 18th April, have hud the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the following resolution. 

JOHN K. ALLEN, .- 
Chairman of the Commitiee of Ways and Means. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the presi- 
dent be authorized to appoint an agent to proceed to the United 
States, with instructions to receive the unsold land scrip, and 
settle with the different agents herctofore appointed by the 
government. And that he be also directed to sell any scrip he 
may receive for cash, at not less than the minimum price, the, 
proceeds to be deposited in bank, subject to the order of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The resolution was read a first time. 3 

Mr. Baker of Austin, from the committee on tke Judiciary 
to whom was referred.the petition .of Robert M. Williamson 
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and Haden Edwards, claiming certain quantities of land, as 
empresarios, made the following 
REPORT: 

The Judiciary committce to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Mr. Williamson and Haden Edwards, claiming certain 
quantitics of Jand, as empresarios, have had the same under 
consideration and have instructed me to report:— 

That sufficient evidence has not been furnished the com- 
mittec to enable it to determine the nature of the contracts 
made with the petitioners, nor the extent of their corspliance 
with their said contracts. Indeed the various testimony which 
would have to be introduced, to a proper understanding of the 
whole subject, would occupy morë time, and claim more atten- 
tion from congress, than a due regard to other important gene- 
ral subjects, would permit. -A 

Your commitice are also of opinion, that many complex, 
legal questions would arise, in the investigation of the claims of 
the empresarios, which should be, and can only be, properly 
understood and decided by a court of justice. In consideration 
of which they recommend the passage of the following bill. 

MOSELY BAKER, > 
Chairman of Judiciary Committee, 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the report was received, and 
the bill accompanyiagit was read the first time. 

Mr. Baker, from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red the bill to legalize marriage contracts, with the amendments, 


made the following 
REPORT: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
bill legalizing marriage contracts, have had the same under 
consideration, and have amended the same with the following 
substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the substitute 
was received on its second reading. 

_ Mr. Gant, from the same «ommittee, reported the bill to 
prescribe the proof necessary to admit deeds, &c. upon record, 
without amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Arneld, from the select committee to whom had -been 
referred-the petition of John Duncan and others, for an act of 
incorporation, reported a bill to incorporate the Caney company, 
which was read a first time, and laid on the table. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration of the or- 
ders of the day. 
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The bill to incorporate the Red River and Aransaso Bay 
Rail Road, Navigation and Banking company, was taken up 
on its final passage. 

Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved that the bill be indefinite- 
ly postponed, on which the ayes and noes were ordered. 

_ Mr. Baker of Austin made a point of order, and the speak- 
er decided that, at this stage of the bill, a motion to postpone 
indefinitely is out of order. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved that the bill be re-committed to a 
select committec. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill was Jaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the house took up the engressed 
bill to incorporate the Washington college, which was read 
a third time, and passed. The title “an act to incorporate the 
trustees of the Washington college.” 

On motion of Mr. Arnold, the house took up the bill to in- 
corporate the town of Nacogdoches. 

The Speaker called Mr. Rowe to the chair. There not 
being a quorum present, a call of the house was called. 

A quorum appearing, furthcr proceedings on the call were 
dispensed with, and the Speaker resumed the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, an additional section was added 
to the bill, incorporating the town of San Augustine, with the 
same powers and restrictions that are allowed to Nacogdoches. 

Qn motion of Mr. White, the town of Texana was added 

. to the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the town of Washington was add- 
ed to the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, Brazoria, Vclasco and Colum- 
bia, were added to the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the city of Houstoa and 
town of Richmond, were added to the biil. 

On motion of Mr. White, the town of Columbus in Colo- 
rado, and Independence in Washington county, were added. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda, the town of Mata- 
gorda was added. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the town of San Felipe 
was added. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the several towns thus to be in- 
corporated were included in one section. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the bill was further 
amended by striking out, in the 4th section, all between the 
words “he” in the third linc, and “anc” in the sixth line, and 
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inserting the words “shall be the owner of real cstate in said 

town.” s 

7 On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the word “trustees” 
was stricken out, wherever it occurs, and the word “Aldermen” 
inserted. 

zts On motion of Mr. Rowe, it was 
+~ Ordered, That the bill as amended, be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

_ The Speaker laid before the house a letter from the Secre- 
tary of State, in answer to the call of the House, of the I7th 
inst., communicating sundry documents in relation to the loans; 
which were, on motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, referred 
to the select committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. Hooper, the house adjourned until to- 
morrow morning at 10 o’clock. : 
W. F. GRAY, CPk. 


Tuurspay, May 25, 1837. Gs 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-three members present. 

Mr. Wright presented the petition of B. Gooch and others, 
of Red River district, praying the removal of the land office of 
that district, and the establishment of the town of Travis, which 
being read, was, on motion of Mr. Wright, laid on the table. 

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of F. T. Wells, a 
purser in the navy, respecting the pay of that office, which was, 
on motion of Mr. Wharton, referred to the committee Gn naval 
affairs. j 

Mr. Wright presented the petition of Geo. C. Dugan and 
others, in opposition to the removal of the Red River land office, 
which was, on motion of Mr. Wright, laid on the table. 

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of M. M. Battle and 
others, praying the formation of a new county, out of the coun- 
ties of Harrisburg, Austin and Brazoria, to be called “Fort 
Bend,” which being read, was, on motion of Mr. Wharton, re- 
ferred to the committee on county boundaries. 

A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. Robert- 
son, their Secretary, announcing the passage, by the senate, of 
“an act to authorize the associate justices of county courts to 
act as Judges of Probate, and Notarics Public, in certain cases;” 
and 

“An act for the relief of John M. Allen.” 

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of certain soldiers of 
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the army, accompanied by a letter from Brigadier General Fe- 
lix Huston, which being read, was, on motion of Mr. Baker of 
Austin, referred to a select committee of five. The Speaker 
appointed Messrs. Wharton, Roman, Branch, White and Rowe, 
said committee. 

Mr. iil, from the select committee to whom was referred 
the petition of J. P. Coles and others, for the incorporation of 
ihe trustees of Independence academy, reported a bill for that 
purpose, which was read a first time. 

Mr. White, by leave of the house, submitted a bill for the 
redemption of the public debt, and to create a bank on the 
faith of the government, which was read a first time. 

The house then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The bill from the Senate, for the relief of John M, Allen, 
was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the fifty-first rule of 
the house was suspended, and the bill read asecond time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda, it was referred to the 
committee on claims and accounts. 

The bill from the Senate, to incorporate the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Matagorda, wasthen taken up, which be- 
ing read, ; 

j Mr. Branch moved thatit be indefinitely postponed. Mr. 
Baker of Austin made a point of order, and the Speaker decid- 
ed that the motion to postpone indefinitely was not in order, at 
that stage of the bill. 

Mt. Branch moved to suspend the fifty-first rule of the 
house, in order to read the bill a second time. The house re- 
fused to suspend the rule. 

Mr. Branch then moved that the bill be rejected. On this 
motion, Mr. Baker of Matagorda called for the ayes and noes 
which were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Billingsly, 
Boyd, Branch, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Hol- 
man, Roman, Wharton, Wright—16. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Baker of 
Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, 
Lewis, Rowe, West, White—9. 

So the bill was rejected. > 

The bill from the Senate, to authorize associate justices of 
county couris to act as Judges of Probate and Notaries Publics 
in certain cases, was taken up, and read a first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Wharton, the fifty-first rule of the house 
was suspended, and the bill was read a second time. 

Mr. Gant moved to strike out the words “absence or.” 

Mr: Baker of Austin moved to insert after the word “ab- 
sence,” the words “from the county,” which was rejected. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out the words “absence or,” 
which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Boyd, the fifty-first rule was further sus- 
pended, and the bill read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the bill to authorize 
empresarios to institute suits against government, was taken up 
on its second reading. 

Mr. Gant moved the following amendment: In first sec- 
ticn, strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert, “that 
all empresarios’ contracts ceased on the day of our declaration 
of independence, and separation from the Mexican republic.” - 

Before any question was taken thereon, 

On motion of Mr. Wharton the house adjourned until 8 
o’clock, P. m. 


8 O'CLOCK. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

Twenty-two members being present. 

A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. Robert- 
son, their Secretary, announcing the passage, by the Senate, of 
a Joint resolution for the adjournment of congress, on the first 
day of June next, which was laid on the table. 

The house took up the unfinished business of the morning, 
being the bill to authorize empresarios to institute suits against 
the government. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house resolved it- 
self into committee of the whole, on the bill, Mr. Wharton in 
the chair. 

And, after some time spent therein, the committee of the 
whole arose,reported progress, and asked to be discharged: in - 
which the house concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house adjourned 
until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

9 W. F. GRAY, CPk. 
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Frrpay, May 26, 1837. 
. "Fhe house met pursuant to adjournment. 

.Twenty-five members being present. 

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of S. Rhoads Fisher, 
in relation to the re-eapture of the schooner Hannah and Eliza- 
beth, accompanied by sundry documents,—which being read, 
Mr. Wharton moved their reference to a select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, they were laid on the 
table. i 

_ Mr. Rowe from the committee on public lands, to whom 
had been referred the message of the president, of the 19th inst., 


made the following 
REPORT: 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
president’s communication te congress, on the subject of the 
claims of John E. Ross and others, on the government, for secr- 
vices rendered with the steamer Yellow Stone, during the cam- 
paign of the spring of 1836, froman examination of the doc- 
uments therewith connected, find that the commander-in-chief 
did not assume any authority, but pledged his own private pro- 
perty for the use of ihe public, whereby we were. benctited, 
how much, we cannot say; but doubtless, it was a dark hour, 
and would have ‘justified almost any sacrifice;—and we should 
feel ourselves in duty, honor and justice, bound to relieve the 
party, in this and all other similar cases. 

JOSEPH ROWE, Ch’n. 
Accompanying the report was the following joint resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas, in congress assembled, That the master and 
erew of the steamer Yellow Stone be entitled to, and shall re- 
ceive, compensation in lands of the public domain, for any ser- 
vice which they may have rendered ihis republic, agreeably to 
contract made'by them with the commander-in-chief of the army 
ef Texas; and that the commissioner of the general land office 
of this republic be authorized to issue ah order of survey, for 
the same, which may be located agreeably to the cxisting laws 
on that subject. 

Mr. Branch from the committce on claims and accounts, 
made the following report, on John M. Allen’s claim, accompa- 
nied by a bill for the relief of John M. Allen, 


Mr. Speaker: ak 
~ The committee on claims and aceccounts, to whom was rê- 
ferred an “act for the relief of John M. Allen, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to make the 
following 
REPORT: ; 

On examination of the accounts of said John M. Allen, 
we find an acknowledgement of the receipt of four thousand 
dollars received. by John M. Allen, for the purpose of raising 
recruits; out of which amount, your committee find vouchers for 
the expenditure of eight hundred and fifty-four dollars, of said 
amount. The balance claimed by said John M. Allen, 
of three thousand four hundred and ninety six-dollars, as 
per account claimed, is stated in the account of said John M. 
Allen, to have been expended in recruiting, clothing and boar- — 
ding a company of French volunteers, raised by said John M. 
Allen, in New Orleans, which said company he stated deserted, 
‘on receiving information of the massacre of Goliad, What 
number of men were raised by the said John M. Allen,—your 
committee cannot ascertain. The only vouchers your commit- 
tee have received, is the certificate of Mr. Samuci Ellis, the se- 
cretary of the agency, which your committee beg leave to pre- 
sent to the house; and with these remarks, to return the bill for 
the action of ihe house. 

E. T. BRANCH, Ch’n. 

Mr. Roman subnfitted the following joint resolution. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the in- 
validity, or validity, of the the claims of Empresaries, is not a 
a proper subject for the decision of congress, but of the judicia- 
ry of this gevernment. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the house took up the bill for 
“chartering the Iaternal Improvement and Banking company,” 
which on motion of Mr. Wharton, was referred to a select com- 
mittce, consisting of Messrs. Wharton, Baker ef Matagorda, 
Burnham, and Branch. 

A message was received from the senate, by their secretary, 
announcing the passage ofa joint resolution for the appointment 
of a committee to enquire into the expediency of carrying on 
an offensive war. 

The house then took up the joint resolution, from the sen- 
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ate, for the adjournment of congress, on the first June. Mr. 
Rowe moved that the house cuncur in the resolution. Mr. 
Branch moved to lay it on the table, which was rejected. On 
motion of Mr. White, “the Ist June,” was stricken out, and on 
motion of Mr. Rowe, the resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. White the house took up the “bill to le- 
galize certain marriages, and to provide for the solemnization 
of marriages, and for othcr purposes,” on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the 51st rule of the house was 
suspended, the bill read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the house took up the “bill to 
incorporate the town of Liberty, on its second reading, Mr. 
Branch moved to suspend the 51st rule, and to read the bill a 
third time; which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, it was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time te-morrow. f 

On mtion of Mr. the house then took up the 
bill for the appointment of clerks, for the different departments 
of the military establishment, which was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Hooper, the joint resolution for the re- 
lief of John M. Clifton, was taken up, on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hooper, the 5ist rule was suspended, 
the resolution read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the house took up the bill to 
authorize the consolidation and funding of the public debt. 

Mr. Rowe moved to strike out, in the, sixth section, the pro- 
viso, “that interest shall be allowed on no claims other than 
those which have been, or shall be funded.” : 

On which the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Arnold, 
Baker of Matagorda, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, 
Roman, Rowe, West, Wright,—lI. 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Billingsly, Boyd, Branch. 
Brash, Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty,—12. 

So the house refused to strike out the proviso. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the last clause in the 6th sec- 
tion, from the words, “and on all claims showing cash advances 
&c,” to the end of the section, was stricken out, and the bill, 
as amended, ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time to- 
morrow. i 

A message was received from the senate, announcing that 
the senate had concurred in the join resolution from the house, 
for the relief of the honorable B. C. Franklin. 
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On motion of Mr. Branch, the resolution, enquiring of the 
president why he employed troops on the Sabine &c., was tas 
ken up. i 

Mr. Chenoweth moved an amendment, appointing a spe- 
cial committee to carry the resolation to the president, which 
was rejected. 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved ikat the resolution be laid on 
the table, 

On which the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the afirmative, were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Awtin, Boyd, Brush, Gant, 
Geraghty, Hooper, Lewis, Roman, —11. 

Those who voted in ihe negative were Messrs. Baker 
of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, Burnham, Chenoweth, Cart- 
wright, Hill, Holman, McKinney, Rowe, West, Wright,—12. 

So the house refused to lay the resolution on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the question was then taken on 
the adoption of the resolution, and it was rejected. 

Mr. Gant moved that the house take up the bili to prescribe 
the proof necessary to admit deeds &c., upon record,—and bee 
fore the question was taken, 

On motior of Mr. Boyd, the house adjourned until 3 
o’clock, P. m. 


A't 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, 

Twenty-two members bcing present. 

‘On motion of Mr. Cartwright, the vote of the morning, re- 
jecting Mr. West’s resolution calling for information of the ex- 
ecutive, in relation to the troops on Sabine, was re-considered, 

And Mr. Branch moved that the resolution be adopted: 

On which the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Billings- 
ly, Branch, Burnham, Cartwright, Gant, Hill, Hooper, Holman, 
McKinney, Rowe, West, Wharton, Wright,—13. 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, 
Boyd, Brush, Chenoweth, Geraghty and Lewis,—10. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Branch from the select committee, to whom the pres- 
ident’s message of the 16th inst., respecting the first loans to 
Texas, had been referred, reported a bill for the settlement of 
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the second, or 50,000 loan, entitled “a biil for the relief of 
James Erwin and others,”—which was read a first time. 

Mr. Branch moved that the 51st rule be suspended, and 
the bill read a second time,—which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, ihe bill to prescribe the proof ne- 
cessary to admit deeds, &c., to record, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin it was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wharton submitted ajoint resolution, instructing the 
president to perform certain acts, for the benefit of Texian pris- 
overs; which being read the first time, on motion of Mr. Branch, 
the dist. rule of the house was suspended, and the resolution 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, ihe same was amended, and 
on motion of bir. Branch, the 51st, rule was further suspended, 
and the resolution read a third time, and passed, in the following 
words, viz: 

Resolzai, by the senate and house of representatives of the 


~ republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the president be 


instructed to send the armed schooners, Brutus and Invincible, 

with a flag of truce, to the Brazos Santiago, to treat with the 

Mexican authorities, for the release of the crews and passen-. 
gers of the Texian vesscls, Independence and Julius Cesar, late- 

iy captured by the Mexican cruisers, and of any other Texians 

that may be prisoners; and on failure to procure their release, 

that the commandants of said vessels, be authorized to take 

such steps to effect their object, as in their opinion circumstan- 

ces may justify. 

Mr. Gant submitted the following resolution, 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republie of Texas, in congress assembicd, That the last sen- 
tence of the sixteenth section of an act, approved December 6, 
1836, and entitled, “an act to provide for the national defence, 
by organizing the Militia,” to wit: the words “for failing to per- 
form a tour of duty, when called on, one hundred dollars,” be, 
and the same is, hereby repealed. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Branch, by leave of the house, introduced a bill, sup- 
plementary to an act establishing fees of office, which was read 
a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the engrossed bill, incorporating 
the town of Nacogdoches, was taken up, read a third time, and 

assed. 
On motion of Mr. Rowe, the bill to incorporate the Inde- 
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pendence Academy, was taken up, and read a second time by 
its title. : 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, it was amended, by the addition 
of a third section, incorporating Elisha Roberts and others, un- 
der the name and style of the presidentand trustees of the Uni- 
versity of San Augustine; with the same powers and privileges 
which are conferred by the act, on the trustees of Independence 
Academy. : 

And on motion of Mr. Rowe, the bill, as amended, was or- 
dered to be engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 

. On motion of Mr. Gant, the house took up the joint resolu- 
tion, fixing the first Monday in November, for the next meeting 
of congress, 

Whieh wus read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. White, the 51st. rule was suspended, the 
resolution read a third, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the joint resolution, fixing 
the pay of Cistrict judges, was taken up and réad a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the 51st. rule was suspended, the 
resolution read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution for the relief of free persons of color 
was then taken up, and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the resolution was amended 
by striking out “time of the adoption of the constitution,” and 
inserting. “date of the declaration of independence.” 

And on motion of Mr. Rowe, it was further amended, by ` 
inserting, afler the word “independence,” the words, “and their 
natural issue.” é 

There not appearing a quorum in the house, a call of the 
house was ordered, and the clerk proceeded to call. 

A quorum appearing, further proceedings thereon were 
suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the joint resolution for the re- 
lef of free persons of color, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Branch called up a bill for the relief of Alexande 
Buxton, on its second reading. 

Mr. Gant moved to postpone’it indefinitely: 

On which the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the afirmative were, Messrs. Speak-- 
er, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, 
Boyd, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartright, Gant, Geraghty 
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Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Rowe, West, Whar- 
ton, White, Wright,—22. 

Those who voted in the negative, were, Messrs. Allen of 
Milam, and Branch,—2. 

So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Gant submitted the following resolution, : 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary be requested to furnish to this 
house a copy of all information that may be in his department, 
relative to the appointment of T. Jeiferson Chambers, and pow- 
er given him to raise men and means, upon the credit of the gov- 
‘ernment of Texas, 

Which lies one day for consideration, bya rule of the house. 

On motion of Rowe the house adjourned until to-morrow at 
10 o’clock. 


5 W. F. GRAY, CPk. 


Sarurpay, 27th May, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty-two members being present. 
Mr. Rowe, from the joint committee on the land bill, made 


the following 
REPORT: 

The select committee appointed by this house, to 
meet, in joint committec, a like committee on the part of the 
senate, on the subject of the land bill, have twice met and could 
not agree, and each has thought proper to make a seperate re- 
port. And the committee,on the part of the house, herewith 
submit a substitute for the supplement which was referred to 
them. JOSEPH ROWE, Ch’n. 

The bill was read the first time. 

Mr. Baker of Austin, moved that the original supplement, 
and the substitute, be laid on the table-—which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the substitute now offered, in lieu 
of the original supplement, was adopted, and placed on its sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr. Rowe submitted the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the house will not act upon any bill, which 
proposes to lay a tax of any description, until after we shall 
have finally settled the question to open the land offices, or have 
good reasons shown us why they should remain closed. 

Mr. Branch moved that the resolution be rejected; 

On which the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the afirmative were Messrs. Speaker, 
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Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Bil- 
lingsly, Brush, Burnham, Chenoweth, Gant, Geraghty, Roman; 
West, Wharton, White—I14. i 

Those who voted in the negative .were Messrs. Arnold, 
‘Boyd, Branch, Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Holman, McKinney, 
Rowe, Wright,—10. ; 

So the resolution was rejected. 

A concurrent resolution from the senate, for enquiry into’ 
the expediency of an offensive warfare; was then read, and | 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house concurred 
with the senate, and the Speaker appcinted Messrs. Wharton, 
Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Roman and Rowe, the 
committee on the part of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house re-consid- 
ered the vote of yesterday, ordering the bill fog, the relief of 
John M. Allen to a third reading, and placed the bill again oir 
its second reading. l 

_ On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the whole of the bill, 
after the enacting clause, was stricken out, and the following in- 
serted. That the auditor be instructed to settle the accounts of 
captain John M. Allen, on the principles of justice and equity. 

Qn motion of Mr. Branch the 5Ist rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time, and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A joint resolution for the benefit of free persons of color, 
- wasread a third time and passed. 

The engrossed bill authorizing the consolidation and fand- 
ing of the public uebt, was taken up for a third reading. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to re-consider the votz of yesterday 
ordering the bill to a third reading, for the purpose of putting 
it on the second reading, and offering some amendments: 

The motion was rejected, and the bill read a third time, 
and passed. 

The engrossed’ bill to incorporate the town of Liberty was 
then, on motion of Mr. Branch, taken up, read a third time, and 
passed. 

A message was received from the senate, by their secretary, 
announcing the passage of the act to incorporate the Trustees 
of Washington College. 

The engrossed bill to incorporate the Trustees of Indepen- 
dence Academy, was then taken up, read a third time, and! 
passed. : 

10 
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Fhe title of the bill “an act to incorporate the Trusteés 
of Independence Academy and of the University of San Augus- 
tine.” 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill for the divorce of Robert 
Stephenson from his wife Narcissa, was taken up, and read a 
second lime. ; 

Mr. Holman moved tosuspend the 5lst rule, and read the 
bill a third timc. 

On taking the question there was not a quorum present. 

A callof the house was ordered. 

The call being made, twenty-two members answered, and 
further proceedings in the call were suspended. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 51st ruler 
and it was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam, the house adjourned 
antil Monday Morning, at 9 o’clock. 


W. E. GRAY, Crk. 


Monpay, May 29, 1837. 

The house met pursuant fo adjournment, 

Twenty-three members being present. 

Mr. McKinney presented the petition of John W. Massie 
and others, in behalf of Mark Epperson, for half of a league of 
land in Sulphur Fork; which, on motion of Mr. Arnold, was re- 
ferred to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Mr. Roman presented a petition from William Jacobs and 
others, a committee on behalf of three companies of the army, 
in relation to bounty lands, &c., which, on motion of Mr. Ro- 
man, was referred to the select committee to whom was referred 
the petition from the army, and general F. Huston’s letter. 

A message was received from the senate, by their secretary, 
‘Mr. Robertson, announcing the passage, by the senate, of the 
joint resolution, from the house, authorizing the president to per- 
form certain acts for the benefit of Texian prisoners. 

Mr. Wharton from the select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of George B. McKinstry and others, and a bill 
for an “Internal Improyement and Banking Company,” made 
the following report. | 

Mr. Speaker, the committee to whom was referred a bill 
and petition from sundry citizens of Brazoria and Matagorda 
counties, having had the same under consideration, beg leave to 
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REPORT: 

That having reflected on the present uncertain currency of 
the republic, principally paper of the banks of southern and 
western states of the United States, and having also observed, 
in the petition abeve referred to, many names of respectable 
merchants and planters, believe that a company formed-under 
the restrictions contained in the bill presented, entitled “the In- 
ternal Improvement and Banking company of Texas,”—(should 
the amendment be made which will presently be swggested;)— 
would meet the immediate necessity of those two counties, and 
also serve as an experiment for others. aa 

Your committee are fully aware that, in the present exci- 
ted state of the republic in relation to banks &c., too much cir- 
‘cumspection, cannot be used. They therefore are of opinion, 
that the amount of ihe capital stock applied for, be reduced, 
and other amendments made, which they here present, viz; ” 

That; in section 24, the words, “five hundred thousand,” 
be changed fer the words, “one hundred thousand.” That the 
words, “Galveston Bay and the river Colorado;” be inserted, in 
place of “the river Trinity)’ and the “river San Antonio,” and 
that in the proviso to said section the words, “three “handred 
thousand,” be put in place of“one million of.” Thatin sections 
asin section 2, the words, “five hundred thousand,” be changed to 
“cone hundred thousand,” and, “five thousand shares of one hun- 
‘dred dolars each,” to “twe thousand shares of fifty dollars cach,” 
—the shares being reduced from ene hundred ‘io fifty dollars. 
Your committee are of opinion that the words, “pcr. cent.,” be 
inserted, in place of the word, “dollars,” where it first occurs in 
the Gth section. Inasmuch as your cenimiltee have thought it 
proper and expedient to reduce the capital stock, on the same 
grounds, they are of opinion that the words, “thirty thousand ;” 
will be preferable to “fifty thousand,” in the proviso of the 7th 
seciion. Should other proposed amendments bé adopted, your 
commitice consider it due to the future stockholders to reduce 
the bonus, mentioned in section 8th, and 16th, proportionably. 
Your committee suggest the prepriety of striking out, in section 
Il, the words, “one half mile,” and inserting, “two hundred 
yards,” in lieu thereof. ` i 

With the above amendments, this charter for internal im- 
provement, (should the affairs ofit-be conducted with prudence,) 
may be of great ulility to the agricultural and commercial in- 
terest of the republic,—not so much from the direct effects from 
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so small a capital, as from the indirect influence it may give to 
the enterprise, and united exertion of our citizens, to exert them- 
selves for public improvements. Your committee, therefore, 
have had another bill drawn, containing the aforesaid amend- 
ments, and respectfully submit the same, with this report. 

The bill reported as a substitute for the original bill, No. 
58, was read, being on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. 
Billingsly, it was laid on the table. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to divorce Robert Stephenson from Narcissa, his wife, 
was taken up on its third reading, and passed. 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved a re-consideration of the vote. 

There not being a quorum, the house was called, and twen- 
poe members answered; whereupon further proceedings on 
the call were suspended. 

The question was then taken on the motion to re-consider 
and lost. i : 

The bill, (No. 49,) for the appointment of clerks, in the dif- 
ferent offices of the war department, was then taken up on its 
third reading. 

Mr. Rowe moved that the bill be Jaid on the table; which 
yas rejected. 

The question was then taken on the final passage of the 
bill: 

On which the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voied in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Ge- 
raghty, Roman, West, Wharton,—8. i 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Arnold, 
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Burnham, Gant, Hill, Hooper, Hol- 
man, Lewis, McKinney, Rowe, White and Wright,—14. 

So the bill was rejected. 

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robert- 
son, announcing the passage by the senate, of a joint resolution, 
allowing an extension of time to the executor of S. F. Austin, 
until the first day of September next. 

Also, the bill from the house of representatives to legalize 
certain marriages, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the house took up the bill 
for the relief of James Erwin and others, on its second reading. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole, on 
the bill, Mr. Rowe in the chair; and after some time spent there- 
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in, the committee arose, reported the bill, with amendments and 
were discharged. The amendments were concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was further amended, 
by striking out of the proviso, at the end of the first section, the 
words = l = i 

At therrequest of the speaker, Mr. Rowe took the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Archer, the 5lst rule was suspended, 
and the billas amended, read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Arnold the house adjourned- until 3 
o’ clock, P. m. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The Speaker took ihe chair according to adjournment. 
There being no quorum, after waiting 20 minutes, house 
the adjourned until 8 o0’clock, p. m. 


8 o’CLOCK, P. M. 

The Speaker took the chair according to adjournment. On 
calling the house, there was not a quorum present. The ser- 
geant-at-arms was sent in quest of the absentees, returned and 
reported an ineffectual] search. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, it was 

Ordered, That unless the absent members give a satisfacto- 
ry excuse for their absence, they be fined. 

The house adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock, 


A. Me 
W. F. GRAY, Cik. 


Turspay, May 30, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. f 

Twenty-two members present. 

The members who were absent last night when the house 
adjourned, being called upon, made their explanation, wherc- 
upon,on motion of Mr. Wharton, it was 

Ordered, that the absentees be excused, and further pro- 
ceedings on the subject dispensed with. 

Mr. Wharton presented the petition of Handy & Lusk, 
praying remuneration for loss during the last war. Referred to 
the committee on claims and accounts. 

_ On motion of Mr. Wharton, the following resolution was 
adopted immediately. 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the Republic 
of Texas, That a committee of three be appointed to wait on 
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the Hon. R. J. Walker, and invite him to take a seat in this 
house: and that the Speaker express our gratitude, for his lau- 
dable exertions in the cause of Liberty, and ah oppressed peo- 
ple, and hail, with pleasure, his presence among us. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Wharton, Roman, and 
Billingsly, the committce for that purpose. 

Mr. White, from the committee on county boundaries, re- 
ported a bill to establish and define county boundaries. The 
bill being read a first time, 

Mr. Wharton moved that the fifty-first rule of the house 
be suspended, and the bill read a second ime, which was re- 
jected. 

On motion of Mr. Brush, the bill was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Brush, White, Gant,-and Baker 
of Matagorda. - 

Mr. Wharton, from the select committee on the petition 
from the army, reported a bill concerning soldiers’ bounty land, 
head rights, &c. The bill being read, i 

Mr. Wharton moved that the fifty-firstrule be suspended, 
and the bill put upon a second reading to-day, which was re- 
jected. l ; i 
The house then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house took up the substitute 
for the bill supplementary te the act to establish a general land 
office. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the housé went into cemmittee 
of the whole, on the bill, Mr. Branch in the chair; and after 
some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. 

The leave was granted. 

On motien of Mr. Gant, the house adjourned until 3 
o'clock, Pp. Me 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The commitice appointed to invite the Hon. R. J. Walker, 
to a seat in this house, reported that they had performed that 
duty, and that the Hon. gentleman had accepted the invitation, 
end would attend at the present sitting. 

The Hon. Senate, by invitalion entered the hall, and united 
with the house. The president and ihe speaker presiding 
jointly. His excellency, the president of the republic, and the 
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heads of departments, also the chief justice and judges of the 
supreme court, attended by invitation, and were received in the 
hall. The Hon. guest was then introduced by the committee 
and cordially welcomed by the Speaker, to which he returned 
an animated and feeling reply. He was then introduced to the 
m?mbers individually, and seated in front of the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the house adjourned until to- 
morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

W. F. GRAY, Crk. 


Wenpnrspsy, May 31, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-three members present, 

Mr. Boyd presented the petition of Wm. P, Miller, com- 
plaining of executive oppression,‘and praying fora court of en- 

uiry. 
i Referred to the committee on military affairs. 

. Mr. Billingsley presented the petition of Robert M. Cole- 
man, complaining of illegal imprisonment &c., and praying for 
an investigation of his conduct, referred to the committee on 
military affairs. : 

The house proceeded to the orders of the day, and resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole. 

Mr. Branch in the chair on the unfinished business of yes- 
terday, being the substitute proposed by Mr. Baker of Austin 
to the bill supplementary to the land law, reported by the select 
committee of the house on the land laws. 

A message was announced from the senate. The Speaker 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Robertson, the secretary of the sen- 
ate, announced the passage, by that body, of the bill. 

The house again went into committee of the whole, Mr. 
` Branch in the chair,—and after some time spent therein, the com- 
mittee arose and reported, to the house, a substitute for the bill 
reported by the select committee, and asked to be dischafzed 
from the further consideration of the subject. The committee 
tee was discharged, and the bill, as reported, adopted by the 
house. ; 

Mr. Hooper moved that the house adjourn until 3 o’clock; 
- hich was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house proceeded to consider 
the supplementary land bill, reported by committec of the whole 
on its second reading- 
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Mr. Rowe moved to strike out “October,” and insert{Sep- 
tember,” as the day on which the Jand office shall open, which 
was rejected. 

A message was reccived from the senate, by Mr. Robertson, 
the secretary, announcing the passage, by the senate, of the bill 
from the house for the relief of James Erwin and others, with 
amendments. 

The land bill was furtheramended, on motion of Mr. Rowe, 
by the adoption of an additional section,—which is from and af- 
ter the passage of this act, numbered ‘‘section twelve,” requi- 
ring the secretary at war “to issue warrants immediately to those 
entitled to military bounty lands.” 

Mr. Branch moved the bill be further -amended, by the 
adoption of the following. as the 13th section. 

“Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the sur- 
veyor general of each land district to appoint not less than 6 
deputy surveyors, in his Jand district, and as many more as he 
may deem necessary, and he shall assign to each deputy a cer- 
tain portion of territory in which no other person shall be allow- 
ed to survey.” 

On which motion the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmativé, were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Bil- 
lingsly, Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Gant, Lewis, McKinney, 
Roman, West, Wharton, White and Wright,—16, 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Arnold, 
Boyd, Chenoweth, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Holman, and Rowe, 

So the section was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the bill was further amended by 
the adoption of the following: 

Sec. 14. “Be ct further enacted, That each deputy survey- 
or shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, give bonds 
payable to the president of the republic of Texas, in the penal 
sum of ten thousand dollars, with at least two securities to be 
approved by the surveyor general, conditioned for the faithful 
performance of the duties of his office.” 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the bill as amended, 
was ordered to be engrossed andread a third time to morrow. 

The speaker laid before the house aleiter from Mr. M. J. 
Falvel, the reporter, resigning his office, for reasons of a domes- 
tic nature, personal to himself, 


bi 
‘The letter being read, on motion of Rr. Baker of Aiistitl; 


it was 

Resolved, That the resignation of the reporter bė atéepted 
and that the thanks of the house be tendered to him, for the 
able and impartial manner in which he has reported the proceed: 
ings of this house. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the bill for the relief of James 
Erwin and others, returned from the senate with amendments; 
was taken itp. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the amendments ôf the 
senate were further amended, by the addition of the following 
words to the proviso to section 4,—viz:, “nor any Island of this 
republic:” and the amendments of the senate, thus amended; 
were concurred in by the house: 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin; the house théii ad: 
 fourned until $ o’clock, P. m: 


8 3 CLOCK, P. M: 

The hotse met pursuant to adjournment: 

Twenty-two members being present: 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the house proceeded to the 
election of reporter, in the place of Mi. Falvel, resigned. 

Mr. Wharton proposed Levi L: Laurens, seconded by the 
Speaker, and there being no opposition, Mr. Lawrens was duly. 
elected. 

The joint resolution from the senate; for aii eitension of 
time to the executor of S. F. Austin; deceased, was taken up 
and being read, was on motion of Mr. Chenoweth, laid on the 
table: 

The joint resolution relating to elections in depépulated 
districts, retarned from the senate, with amendments, was taker 
up and read. 

On motion of Me. Wharton, the aniendments of the senate 
were further amended, by striking out the words, “déring the 
continuance of the war.” 

And the amendment this amended was coneurfed in. 

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robertson; 
the secretary, announcing. the passage of a joint resolution re- 
quiring the president to appointa secretary oflegation to Eng- 
fand &c- 

_ Also, that the senate had concurred in the amendment of 
SR to the bill for the benefit of James Erwin and others 
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The house then took up the bill for the incorporation of the 


+ town of Nacogdoches &c., returned from the senatewith ameng- 


ments, 


On motion of Mr. Gant, the amendments of the senate 
were concurred in. 

The joint resolution, requiring the attorney general to re- 
port, to the next session of congress, a system of organization, 
&c., for accounting officers, was then taken up and read a first 
time. 

The joint resolution appointing a secretary of Legation to 
Great Britain, &c., was then taken up and read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the resolution ordered to a second reading. : 

Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out the w ords, “any money 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated,”—which was rejected. 

-On motion of Mr. Rowe the words,—“from any unforeseen 
cause,” were stricken out. 

Mr. Gant moved to strike out all after the first clause of 
the resolution: on which the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Chene- 
weth, and Gant,—2. 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Austin; Baker of Matagorda, 
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Cartwright, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, 
Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Roman, Rowe, West, Wharton, 
White, Wright,—22. 

So the house refused to strike out. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the lst rule was further suspea-~ 
ded, and the jointresolution read a third time. 

On the question of its final passage, as amended, the ayes 
and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, 
Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Brush, Cartwright, Geraghty, Hill, 
Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Mc’Kinney, Roman, Rowe,. West, 
Wharton, White, Wright.—22. i . 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Chenoweth 
and Gant.—2. 

So the joint resolution, was passed. 

Messrs. Gant and Chenoweth, made the following protest, 
which they required to be entered upon the journal. 

“We protest against the passage of the resolution, because 
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it ig a gross usurpation of power,—a power not possessed by the . 
congress, and can only be exercised by.the people, in their sove- 


reign capacity.” 
Bees W. W. GANT. 
JOHN CHENOWETH. 

The joint resolution requiring the attorney general to re- 
port to next congress, a system of organization &c., was again 
taken up. . 

On motion of Mr. Wharton the 51st. rule was suspended, 
and the resolution ordered toasedond reading. . 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the words, “under the direction 
of the president,” were stricken out. 

n motion of Mr. Rowe, the 5lst rule was further suspen- 
ded, the joint resolution read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house took up the joint resolu- 
tion for the extension of certain mail routes, which was read a 
second time. 

. On motion of Mr. Rowe the 5lst rule was suspended, aud 
the joint resolution read a third time, and passed. 
- Qn motion of Mr. Branch, the house took up the bill spp- 
plementary to the act establishing fees of office. 

Mr. Gant moved to strike out “ten cents allowance to con- 
stables for travelling expenses,” which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. White the words, “high misdemeanor,” 
were stricken out, and the word, “felony” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. White the Slst. rule was suspended, the 
bill read a third time, and passed. i 

Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved to take up the bill incor- 
porating the Caney Company, which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the house took up the joint resolu- 
tion amending the militia law,—which was read a second time. 

e On motion of Mr. Gant the 51st rale was suspended, the 
joint resolution read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr Baker of Austin, the house took up the 
Pa to raise a revenue by establishing Imposts, on its second rea- 

ing. í 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the bill was amended, by striking 
out of the first section, the word, “four,” in the duty on coffee, 
and o e “one;” so as to make it read, “coffee, one cent 

er lb. z 
F On motion of Mr Branch it was further amended, by stri- 


king out, after apples or peaches, the word “free,” and inserting 
‘twenty- five per cent, ad valorem.” 


Fi. 


S4. 


On motion of Mr. Branch it was further amended, by stri- 
king out, after sali, the word “ten,” and inserting “three.” 

Mr. Billingsly moved that the house adjourn until to-mop» 
yow morning, at 10 o’clock, which was rejected. 

The Bill was further amended, on the motions of Mr. Che- 
noweth and Mr. Branch, by striking out the words, “not herein . 
enumerated,” and the words, “may be considered as articles of 
luxury, and should pay a duty of.” 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Holman, 
successively made, it was further amended, by striking out, afs 
ter the word “jewelry,” the words, “real, twelve and a half per 
cent, ad valorem, and mack, twenty five;” and inserting the 
words, “thirty three and one third,” so as to make it read, “jew. 
elry, thirty three and one-third per cent, ad valorem.” 

Mr. Billingsly asked permission to retire on the ground of 
fatigue and indisposition, which was granted by the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house adjourned until to-mor- 


yow morning, at 10 o'clock. 
i W. F. GRAY, Clk, 


“ Tuurspay, June Ist, 1837, 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-two members present. 

The following Message was received from the president of 
the republic, by M - Richardson, his private secretary. 

` Exeeutive Department, 
City of Houston, May 3lst., 1837. ? 
Tọ. THE SENATE AND 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 

Gentlemen :—Y our resolution received on the 29th. in- 
stant instructing the president to send the armed schooners, 
Brutus and Invincible, to the Brazos Sant Iago, has been receiv? 
ed with some surprise and regret. After giving it all the con- 
sideration due, both to the importance of the measure, and the 
dignity of the body from which it emanated, I regret that Į 
am compelled to. withhold my sanction,—and the more s0, as it 
contemplates an object in which the deepest feelings of my 
heart are concerned. But having bcen entrusted by my country, 
with the exercise of the authority of the constitution in the ex- 
ecutive department of this government, I feel myself constrain- 
ed to adopt the views respectfully submitted, and in so doing, Į 
will give you my reasons for my course. : 
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As anaked question of ordinary prudence,it would be a most 
hazardous step, after the enemy have already in possession one 
of our armed vessels, to send the other two, without either know- 
ing the force they have in the Gulf, or the course they will pur. 
sue in regard toour flag. If they are disposed to receive a flag, 
and exchange of prisoners, a flag sent by a neutral or unarmed 
vessel, would answer all the purposes of the armed vessel of war, 
and should the enemy be disposed to disregard the rules of civil- 
ized warfare, would we not hazard too much te place in their 
hands the remnant of a navy, already too weak to defend our 
coast in the Gulf, and only sufficient to protect our bays? From 
all the information I have been enabled to obtain, I have every 
reason to believe that Mexico has a navy that would greatly 
overpower our ships of war, should they be sent as proposed. 


The consequence would be to give them the entire command of « 


the Gulf, and permit the most insignificant armed vessel, which 
they might send, not only to annoy our coast, but entirely to cut 
off our trade on the ocean,—the consequences of which must be 
manifestly ruinous, 

But there is another objection to this part of the resolution, 
which f think must have escaped congress, in their laudable zeal 
to liberate their countrymen. The resolution directs that those 
vessels shall be sent &c., to treat for the release of the crews 
and passengers of the Texian schooners, Independence and 
Julius Cesar. From all the Information in possession of the ex- 
ecutive, the Julius Cæsar is an American vessel, sailing under 
United States’ colors, and for all we know, such is the ration: I 
and legal presumption, her crew, if not many of her passengers 
are citizens of the United States. Would it not then be justly 
considered a bold asssumption of power, by Mexico, as well as 
by the civilized world, for us to undertake the recovery of pro- 

erty, or persons, improperly captured under the flag of the 
United States? It seems to me, with all deference to your hon- 
orable body, that this branch of the resolution could not have 
received the consideration due its importance. 

Another serious objection, which I entertain to this resolu- 
tion, and one which I trust congress will gravely consider, is 
what I regard a dangerous infringement of Executive rights. 
The framers of the constitution taking for their guide the consti- 
tution of the United States of the North, divided the govern- 
ment into three departments, executive, legislative, and judicial, 
To the legislative was entrusted the power of legislation,—and 
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neither of the others can legislate or pass any law, however ne- 
cessary for the public good, or repeal one however obnoxious. 

Does it not then follow equally clear, that the legislative 
has no power to direct, by resolution or otherwise, how a judge 
shall decide a legal question, or construe a law in force? If so 
the judiciary would be useless, and that branch of our govern- 
ment would soon be merged in the legislature. Isit not equal- 
ly clear, that the powers, entrusted by the constitution te me, 
are equally secured? And among these powers, it will not be 
denied, that those of commander of the army and navy are ex- ` 
pressly conferred. 

Then would it not be a great assumption ef power, for the: 
legislative to take from the executive, who is charged with the 
duty of executing the laws,a po;tion of the power vested in him 
by the *constitution, and vested in him for that purpose, as it 


*would be for the president to direct the legislature what laws 


they should pass? An assumption of the latter kind, on the part 
of the exccutive, I am sure, would deserve but little counte- 
nance or favor from your honorable body. . 

Docsit not clearly appear that the three branches of gov- 
ernment are sovcreign within their sphere, and that neither has 
a right to control any of the functions assigned to the other by 
the constitution? It is a proper knowledge and observance of 
these powers, that has made the United States,so great, free, 
prosperous, and happy. To the want of that knowledge and © 
just regard of it, Mexico owes her depression, and has always 
been a prey lo faction and internal commotion. 

Let us be careful not to follow these abuses in the com- 
mencement of our political course, that impelled us to so hazard- 
ous, but necessary a step, of separating ourselves from the gov- 
ernment of our adoption. Should we do so,—well might the 
world say, the gallant have bled in vain, and the victors of Go. 
liad, Conception, San Antonio and San Jacinto, would only serve 
to show, that though we had the valor io conquer, we had not 
the wisdom and virtue to enjoy rational civil liberty. 

The latter clause of the resolution takes from the executive 
the power which is given him by the constitution, to command 
the army and navy, inasmuch as he is instructed to vest the com- 
mandant of said vessels with discretionary powers,—or to take 
such steps to effect their object as, in their opinion, circumstan- 
ces may justify, in the event of the refusal of the Mexican au- 
thorities to comply with their propositions; because it may be 
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that the executive, who is responsible, would not be willing to 
trust the commandants with discretionary powers. 
` That he would deem it proper as commander-in-chief of the 
navy to give special instructions to guide the commanding ofti- 
cers in their actions, in the event of a refusal from the Mexican 
authorities to treat for the release of prisoners taken on board 
the Independence and Julius Cesar. On the ground of policy 
and the safety of our fellow citizens who are prisoners, I am op- 
posed to sending a flag of truce in an armed vessel, or vessels, to 
the Brazos Sant Iago. Iam satified that a flag from an armed 
vessel would not be received; and our force would not be such 
as to coerce any demand which might be made, in behalf of our 
prisoners. No man on earth feels more solicitude for their re- 
lease and restoration than mysclf,—but I must confess, that if 
the course suggested is pursued; I apprehend the most disastrous 
consequences will result to them. I doseriously belicve that the 
appearance of our armed vessels, in their ports, would so,excite 
and inflame the populace, in Matamoros, that under the impulse 
of ignorance and phrensy, they would massacre our friends, and 
most probably, every North American in the city. If this were 
not the case, I have no doubt that our friends would be sent to 
the Interior of the country, immediately, or the rigor of their con- 
finement greatly increased. If a neutral vesel were sent with 
a flag, the authorities would be compelled to respect it, and if 
they would receive a flag from Texas, it could be ascertained 
without jeopardizing the safety of the individuals who bore it, 
-or jeopardizing the only resources for the defence of our coast, 
by placing our vessels in the power of a vastly superior naval 
force; for I have been assued that the Urea has been released 
at Pensacola, and to day I am advised that our naval comman- 
ders, at Galveston, believe that she is cruising off that port. 

I have suggested these reflections and facts for the consid- 
eration of your honorable body, in & spirit of frankness, kindness 
and cordiality, in which I feel confident that I shall be met by 
both houses, and will conclude with the expression of my sin- 
cere desire, that the different departments of our infant repub- 
lic may act, with that spirit of wisdom, patriotism, fortitude, char- 
ity, and forbearance, which will ensure the perpetuity of our in- 

- fant country, and the happiness and prosperity of unborn mil- 
lions. SAM. HOUSTON. . 

The message having been read, 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the message and the 
resolution accompanying it, were laid on the table. 
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Mr. Baker of Austin, presented the petition of capt. John ‘+ 


H. Harry, praying for relief: referred tothe committee on claims 
and accounts. 

Mr. Allen of Milam, from the select committee to whom 
was referred a letter from the auditor of public accounts, repor- 
ted a bill for the government of the auditor, which was read a 
first time. 

Mr. White submitted the following joint resolution: 

Resolved; by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That so much of an 
act, entitled an act, establishing fees of office, as relates to the 
perquisites of the attorney general, or district attorneys, shall 
be understood to inure to the use of the said attorneys, as perqui- 
sites of office, instead of to the use of the republic of Texas. 

Which was read a first time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the engrossed bill supplementa» 
ry to an act, entitled an act establishing a general land office; 
&c., was taken up, on its third reading, and oh the xuestion, 

“Shall the bill pass?” 

The ayes and noes were ordered; 

The who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. 
Speaker, Allen‘of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Baker 
of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, Brush, Ches 
noweth, Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Lewis, McKinney, West, 
White, Wright,—18. 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Boyd, Gant, 
Geraghty, Holman, Rowe,—5. 

So the bill passed. 

The title of the bill;—“An act supplementary to an act, 


entitled an act establishing a general land office, for the repub- 


of Texas.” 

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robertson, 
secretary, announcing the passage, by that body, of a bill estab- 
lishing a second auditor’s office, and compitroller’s office. 


ORDERS OF THE DAYe 


On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house took up the 
unfinished business of yesterday, being the bill to raise a re~ 
venue by establishing imposts. 


On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was amended, by striking 


eut of the second section the words, “Cedar Lake Creek,” where 
they first occur, and inserting, “San Antonio River” And by 


= 
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striking out, at the end of the same sentence, the word *Mata- 
gorda,” and inserting “Aransago,” and by adding, after the word 
Aransaso, the followjng,—commencing at the mouth of the San 
Antonio river and Pilowing the coast of the Gulf eastwardly, 
to the mouth of Cedar Lake, shall compose one collectoral dis- 
trict, to be called the district ef Matagorda.” 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the words “Red River,” were 
stricken out, from the latter part of the same section; and the 
words “district of San Augustir,” inserted. 
` There being no quorum present, a call of the house was 
ordered; the clerk proceeded to call the house, and a quorum 
appearing, all further proceedings on the call were suspended. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the word ‘ Red” was stricken 
out, and “River” inserted, in the name of the “San Antonio Ri- 
ver.” ; : 

On motion of Mr. Billingsley, the word “good” was strick- 
en out of the 4th section, and the word “use” inserted, so as to 
make it read “for the use of the republic.” 

On motion of Mr. Rowe, the words “Gold, Siver, or,” in 
the laticr part of the 9th section, were stricken out. 

“A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robert- 
son, secretary, announcing that the senate had passed the joint 
resolution, from the house, concerning mail routes,—also that 
the senate had concurred in the amendment made by the house, 
to the amendment, made by the senate, to the joint resolution 
concerning elections in the depopulated districts. 1 

. The house resumed the consideration of the revenue bill. 

On motion of Mr. White the house reconsidered the vote 
striking out the words, “Gold, Silver, or;” and the words, ‘‘or 
properly audited drafts on the treasury of this republic,” were 
inserted at the end of the same sentence. . 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the 5lst. rule was sus- 
pended, the bill as amended, ordered to a third reading and pass- 
ed. ` 


On motion of Mr Brush the house adjourned untill 3 o’clock, 
P. M. 


3 O'CLOCK. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. l 
Mr. Hooper moved to take up the resolution fixing the day 
on which the two houses will adjourn, The house refused to 
take it up. 
12 


90 


Mr, West submitted the following joint resolution; 

_ Beit resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
‘ef the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the coun- 
‘ty is Jefferson shal} have the following boundary,—to wit; 

~ | Beginning at.a point on the Gulf, from which place a line 
running North will cross the road leading from Teviss’ to Liber- 
‘ty, at Wolf point; thence North to Big Sandy creek; thence 
“down said creek to Neches; thence across the Neches east to 
the mouth of Big Cypress creek, on ihe Savine river; thence 
‘down said river to the Gulf: and thence west along said Gulf, to 
‘the place of beginning. = 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, Yc., That the consti- 
tutional voters for members of congress be, and they are hereby 
required, at the general election in September next, to decide 
by ballot a place for the seat of justice for the county aforesaid. 

' On motion of Mr. Branch the joint resolution was laid on 
the table, 

‘Mr. Branch moved that the vote of this morning on the fi- 
nal passage of the revenue bill, be reconsidered, but the house 

fused to reconsider the vote, 

On motion of Mr. Gant, the bill prescribing the proof ne- 
‘cessary to admit deeds &c. to record, was taken up on its second 
reading. 

Mr Gant moved the adoption of the folowing, as an addi- 
tional section. 

“Sec. 1. Be it further enacted, That the words actual 
settler, in the first line of the 29th section of the act organizing 
the inferior courts and defining the powers and jurisdiction of the 
same,” shali be so construcd by the courts of law as to mean an 
aciual occupant and none clee. 

On which the ayes and noes being ordered; 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Baker of \ 
Austin, Billingsly, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geragh- 
ty, Hill, Hooper, McKinney, Roman, West,—12. 

_ . Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Branch, 
Holman, Lewis, Rowe, White and Wright.—lI. 

So the, amendment was adapted, 

Mr. Gant moved the adoption of an additional section, pro- 
viding for the authentication of deeds &c., by the dispersed cit- 
izens of the depopulated districts, while remaining so dispersed, 
which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Branch all the fourth section after the en- 
acting clause was stricken out, and the following inserted: “that 
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all acts and parts of acts, coming within the purview of this act 
be and the saine arè hereby repealed. 

‘Mr. Boyd moved to strike out the enacting. clause of thë, 
bill, which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the bill, as amended, was ordered 
- to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

On motion. of Mr. Baker of Matagorda the house took up 
the bill for the incorporation of the Caney Company; on its ses 
cond readings 

On motion of Mr. Branch the 51st rule was suspended and 
6n a third reading; the bill was rejected: 

"The house then took up the bill from the senate establish- 
ing the second auditor and comptroller’ s oflice; which was read 
a first time: 

There being no quorum, a call of the house was ordered; 
only twenty members answered, and the sergeant-at-arms was 
sent in quest of absentees. A quorum appearing, further proè, 
ceedings on the call were suspended, - 

"On motion of Mr. Rowe, the house took up the concurrent 
resolution from the senate, fixing a day for the adjournment of: 
congress. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda; the blank it the 
resolution was filled with the word “tenth.” 

Mr. Rowe moved to strike out “two thirds,” and insert mas. 
jority,” which was rejected: 

On motion of Mr: Hooper the house then adjourned until 
` ten o’clock, fo-morrow morning. i 
W. F. GRAY; C?k: 


Fripay, June 2d; 1838; 

The house met pùrsùant to adjournment. 

Tiventy three members present. 

Mr. Gant presented the petition of sundry inhabitants ôf 
Washington county; in tegard toa division of that county, rè- 
ferred to the committee on coùnty boundaries. 

Mr. White presented the petition of Samuel Muilock, raj: 
ing for bounty lands &c., referred to the committee on claims 
and accounts. 

Mr. Roman from the committee on fnility a fairs, to whom 
waé referréd the petition of colonef Wm. P? Miller, made thë 


following 
R E PORT: 
“There appears no official charge against colonel Milles, of 
which your committee has cognizance. He is heki to bail, an- 
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der a penalty of one thousand dollars, to appear af the next. 
term of the circuit court at Brazoria, to answer a chargeof hav- 
ing taken fraudulently, from the auditors office, a bill which he 
had inadvertently placed with his accounts in the hands of the 
auditor. From the character of this bill no one could suppose 
that any disposition existed, on the part of colonel Miller, to de- 
fraud the government. The releaso from bail asked for by the 
petitioner is beyond the power of congress, and is a subject for 
the action of the judiciary alone. 

The removal of colonel Miler from office by the executive, 
without a trial, is an act for which many precedents can be fur- 
nished, bothin this republic and that of the United States, and 
no doubt exists as to the authority of the executive to have done 
80. 

The services rendered by colonel Miller to this country are 
known to your committee to have been of an important charac- 
ter, and as there exists no evidence of his infidelity to our cause, 
we must place his friendship for the country beyond a doubt. 

Your committee would recommend the passage of the fol- 
lowing resolution. . 
RICHARD ROMAN, Chairman. 
Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the auditor be, 
and is hereby, required ta audit the accounts of colonel Wm. 
P. Miller, according to the established laws. 

Which was read a first time. 


Mr. Gant from the committeę, on naval affairs made the fol- 


lowing 
REPORT: 

The committee on naval affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of F. T. Wells, praying that the pay of Pursers in the 
navy be made the same as that of lieutenants, have had the same 
under consideration, and also the accompanying bill to regulate 
the pay of pursers in the navy, and are of opinion that where 
the per centage is but little, the trouble of the purser is corres 
pondingly diminished,-and do not see any necessity for a change 
in the law in regard to the pay of pursers; wherefore, they ask 
to be discharged from the further cunsideration of the petition 
and bill. W. W. GANT, Chairman. 

‘On motion of Mr. Wharton the subject was‘re-committed 
to the committee on naval affairs, with instructions to report a’ 
bill allowing pursers the same pay as licutenants. 


On motion of Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wharton was added to the 
naval committee. l 
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> A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robertson, 
the secretary, anneuncing the passage, by the senate, of the bil! 
from the house for the benefit of free persons of color. 

Mr. Brush from the committee on boundaries made the fol- 
lowing 
REPORT: 

The select committee to whom was referred the report and 
bill, as presented by the committee on county boundaries, have 
had the same under consideration, and instructed me to make 
the following report. “Your committee conceive the subject of 
county boundaries one of sufficientimportance to require all the 
consideration of a future congress. We believe that it would 
be hasty legislation to pass the bill as reported by the commit- 
tee, in the present deranged and broken up state of the country, 
and beg leave to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject.” 
f ELKANAH BRUSH. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the report was 
laid on the table. 

* Mr. White from the minority of the committee on county 
boundaries submitted a counter report, recommending filling the 
blank in the bill with the names of Goliad, San Patricio, Gon- 
zalesand Bexar, and submitting a seheme of the boundaries of 
said counties. - 

On motion of Mr. Ailen of Nacogdoches, this report was al- 
so laid on the table. Í 

Mr. Wharton from the select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution for an enquiry into the expediency of car- 
rying on an offensive war, made the following 

' REPORT: 

Mr. Speaker the undersigned, a portion ofthe joint commit- 
tee to whom was referred the resolution instructing them to in- 
quire into the condition of our resources, and ihe policy of offen- 
sive operations, have had the same under consideration, and beg. 
leave to make the following report, l z 

From dll that your committee have been able tio ascertain 
with regard to the resources of the country, they are satisfied 
that they are sufficiently ample to carry on an expedition against 
Mexico, and greater than they will be at any subsequent period 
during this war. Your committee are of opinion that it is evi- 
dently our best policy to carry on offensive operations. 

Ist. Because the Mexican nation will never acknowledge 
our independence or cease hostilities so long as the was is con- 
fined to this side of the Rio Grande. ° i 
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Zd. Because we will have to support a large standing army 
so long as our enemy keeps a large force on our western bor- 
ders, and threaten us with invasion. This will necessarily in- 
crease our national debt to an cnormous amount, and should the 
warcontinue for years longer, which is not atall impossible, should 
we confine ourselves to defensive operations;—the great nations 
al debt whith will thereby be created will, of itself, prove ruin- 
ous to our hopes. 

3d. Our troops desire active service, our numbers will be 
much increased ‘hy “commencing active operations, the war will 
be brought to a speedy end, and no evil would grow out of it 
that would not be likely to benefit us under other circumstances, 
and our chances of ultimate success much increased. 

We are farther of opinion that the country is more likely 
to suffer from the want of resources than of men. Every day 
sces our resources diminishing, and our debt accumulating, and 


less prospect of extricating ourselves: our expenses would not be. 


increased by offensive operations, and for this reason alone we 
would recommend the measure. The troops that we have em 
ployed willnot be content withan inactive camp lifes Give them 
employment, and they will be satisfied: Commetice offensive 
operations, and they will be of great service to thecountry; re- 
main inactive, and they may prove ruinous to the cause they have 
espoused. If there is no prospect of active operations, so soon 
as the term of service ofthe present troops expires, they willleaye 
the service and we will find it impossible to raise others. 

We consider it certain that if we donot invade the enemy they 
will invade us; and that itis absolutely necessary to have a large 
force under arms during the war. p 

We are acquainted with the views of the executive on this 
measure, and are confident that, if congress does not take this 
master in hand, the fate of Texas is irrevocably sealed. Elect 
officers, place in their hands the necessary amount of land scrip; 
and entrust the management of the whole expedition to their en- 
tire control. WHARTON, 

l ” ROMAN, si 
BAKER of Matagorda. 

The report and Ictter of generals Huston and Johnston, were 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house went inte 
secret session, and the doors were closed. j 

The doore being opened, 
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À message was received from the senate by Mr. Robertson, 
the secretary, communicating a joint resolution passed by that 
kouse, authorizing the president to employ an additional secre- 
tary foc an Indian department; which being read was found to 
be informal. 

-Ordered,—That it be returned to the senate for correction. 

Also,—The bill for consolidating and funding the public 
debt with amendments,—which being read was found to be in: 
formal. 

Ordered,—That it be returned to the senate for correction 
of explanation. 

Also,—The bill to raise a revenue by impost duties,] with 
amendments; which being read, the amendments of the senate 
were concurred in, and the bill ordered to be enrolled. 

Qn motion of Mr. Hooper the vote of the house on yester- 
day, rejecting the bill incorporating the Caney Company, was 
reconsidered; and the bill again taken up on its third reading. 

And upon the question i 

“Shall the bjll pass?” 

The ayes and noes were ordered; 

Those who voted in the afirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 


Allen of Milam, Baker of Austin, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, ` 


Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, Roman, 
West, Wharton, White, —16. 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Allen of Naz 
cegdaches, Billingsly, Boyd, Branch, Gant, Wright,—6. 

Mr. Baker of Matagorda, being one of the petitioners for 
the charter, and being directly interested in the matter was ex: 
cused from voting. 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. White submitted the following joint resolution, 

Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the republic of Texas in congress assembled, That so much 
of the 16th section of an act organizing justices courts, authori- 
zing justices of the peace to extend to defendants terms of stay 
ef execution, be so extended as to require them to extend the 
stay an all executions to the first day of February next, provi- 
ded, the said defendant shall give the security in the penalty re: 
quired ia the said section of said act. 

Which being read a first time, 

Mr. White moved that the 5lst. rule be suspended, and the 
joint resolution read a second time to-day, which was rejectcd. 

The joint resolution from the senate authorizing the presj- 
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dent to appoint a secretary of an Indian department, being re- 
turned from the senate corrected, was taken up and read a first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the 5lst rule was sus- 
pended, and the reselation was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. White, it was postponed indefinitely. 

The informalities ia the bill for funding the public debt, 
returned from the senate with an amendment, having been gor- 
rected, the bill was taken up, and the amendment of the senate 
was concurred in. 


On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the house ead- 
journed until 4 o’cloek, : 


4 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Speaker informed the house that he had received a 
communication which required the consideration of the house in 
secret Session: 

The gallery wascleared, and the doors closed, and the house 
went into secret session. 

The doors being again opencd, on motion of Mr. Whar- 
ton, the house adjourned until to-morrow morning af 10 o’cleck. 

W. F. GRAY, Crk. - 


Sarurpay, June 3d, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-five members present. 

The Speaker laid before the house a petition from Asa 
Mitchell and others, of Velasco, praying the incorporation ofa 
Joint Stock Company forthe erection of a Hoteland Bath House 
at Velasco, with Banking privileges, accompanied by a bill. 

Also the petition of Leman Kelcy and B. F. Gage, pray- 
ing the incorporation of a similar institution at the city of Hous- 
ten, accompanied by a bill. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton both petitions were [referred 
to a select committec. i 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Wharton, Allen of Milam, 
Baker of Austin and Gant, the committec. 

Mr. Boyd from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
that the followiag acts and joint resolutions had been approved 
by the president, viz: i - 
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Ist. A joint resolution authorizing the president to pHi 
a commissioner to ran the boundary line between the United 
States and this republic. : 

2d. A joint resolution for the reliefof Ministers of the.Gos- 


pel. 
Fe 3d. An act for the better protection ofthe Northern Fron- 
ier. 

4th. An act for the suppression of Gambling. 

Sth. A joint resolution requesting the president to appoint 
an Agent to the court of Great Britain. 

6th. An act supplementary to the several acts, organizing 
the several counties of the republic. 

7th. An att for the relief of John M. Allen. 

The following were submitted forhis approval on the 2Ist. 
altimo,—viz: 

Ist. An act to authorize justices of county courts to act as 
judges of probate in certain cases. 

2d. Resolution in regard to the payment of district judges. 

3d. Joint resolution regulating the meeting of congress. 

4th. Joint resolution for the relief of the honorable B. C. 
Franklin. : + 

oth. Joint resolution instructing the president to send the 
vessels of war Brutus and invinciple to Matamoros. 

_ The following was submitted on the 30th ultimo, viz: 

An act for the relief of those who lost property during the 
war. 

The following was submitted on Ist June, viz: 

Ist. Joint resolution requiring the attorney general to re- 
port to the next session of congress. 

2d. Afn act to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches and 
other towns herein named. | 
3d. Joint resolution relating to elections in the depopulated 


+ 


. districts. 


4th. Joint resolution requiring the president to appoint a 
secretary of legation to the embassy to England. 

5th. An act for the relief of James Erwin and others. 

R. A. IRION. 
Chairman of joint committee on enrolled bills. 

June 2d., 1837. 

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Robertson 
the secretary, announcing the passage by the senate of the fol 
A Dil, originating in that house, viz: 

l 
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A bill fo ascertain the public domain and define the locg- 
tion. . 
A joint resolution requiring the auditor of public accounts 
te audit the accounts of J. Bryant and S. Francois. 

Also, the following originating in the house, viz: 

A joint resolution for the amendment of militia laws. 

An act to incorporate the trustees of Independence Acade- 
my and the university of San Augustine. 

An act for the incorporation of the town of Liberty. 

A bill .concerning fees of Sheriffs, Constables, and Solici- 
tors, with an amendment. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act establishing 
a general land office, for the republic of Texas, with amend- 
ments. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the house went 
into secret session, and the dcors were closed. 

The doors being again opened on motion of Mr. Roman, 
the house adjourned until 8 o’clock. 


8 o’CLOCK, P. M. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 


On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house took up the 
bill supplementary to the act establishing a general land office, 
returned fromthe senate with amendments. The amendments 
of the senate having been read, Mr. Rowe stated that there 
was an amendment which he was informed had been made by 
the senate, in the 4th section of the bill, which went to strike 
out August and insert October, and which was not reported in 
the amendments of the senate, E. 

Ordered.—That the bill be taken back by the ' tothe 
senate, for enquiry and correction. 

A message was received from the senate by their secreta- 
ry, communicating a joint resolution authorizing the sheriffs of 
the different counties of this republic to rent or lease houses for 
prisons, employ guards &c. ' 

Also, a joint resolution for all agents of government to giye 
bonds and security for the faithful performance of duty. 

Mr. Arnold presented a petilion from sundry citizens of 
Mustang Prairie relating to Indian depredations. On motion of 
Mr. Baker of Austin, i 

Ordered,—T hat the petition be referred to a select commit- 
jee, with instructions to wait on the President, and communi- 
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cate the same to him, and report the result of the interview, tB 
the House on Monday next. 5 
__ Thechair appointed Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, Billing 
ly, Baker of Matagorda, and Chenoweth, a committee for that 
purpose. . , i 
The following message was received from the president, by 
his private secretary, Mr. Richardson. 
GENTLEMEN oF THE SENATE AND 
: House or RERRESENTATIVES. 
An act for the relief of those who lost property during the 
war, has becr. presented to me for approval; and received my 
careful consideration: ; i $ 
_ However much I am inclined to applaud the motives which 
led to the passage of the bill, contemplating as it does the relief 
of persons who have been sufferers in our present arduous strug= 
gle, I am constrained under the view I take of the subject to 
decline giving it my signature: 
Some of the losses and injuries it proposes to redress; name- 
ly those, inflicted lay the enemy and the Indians, are of a char: 
acter which lic as 1 think, wholely beyond the reach of legisla: 
tive rclicf. They seem rather to come under the denomination 
of those inevitable evils of human destiny; which, like the visi- 
tations of Providence, have tb be borne with patience and resig- 
nation by those upon whom they are inflicted: . 
_ _ Many and various arc the calamities that fall ùpon men ih 
civil society, such as ravages by flood, fire, pestilence, and the 
like, which it would be vain to expect government to alleviate. 
No one would say that it was possible for any human agency, 
wisdom or ability, to make good to the innumerable victims of 
misfortune, which the world is daily prescnting to us, the losses 
and-bereavemcnts to which in the course of human affairs they 
find themselves subjected. 
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They are left out of the care of government then, hot be- 
cause there is any want of sympathy or humanity for their suf- 
feriugs, but because it is plain there is no public mode of admin- 
tering to them the desired relief, without continually attacking 
the established foundations of property, and subjecting alk that 
is in the hands of those that have any thing at ali, to new divi- 
sions of those who have nothing,—and this would immediately 
lead to a dissolution of society. _ 

That injuries inflicted by by an enemy in time of war af 
Fooked upon in the light of ordinary visitation of Providence, 
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which laws cannot undertake to redress is sufficiently clear from 
the fact that there is not an instance within my knowledge, iu 
the history of the world, when the government has interposed om 
such occasions. In the oldest and wealthiest countries it is con-- 
sidered impossible to do it; how much more so is it in a country 
like ours, as yet in its infancy, and hardly able, (not having a 
dollar at command,) to bear up under the weight of personal ne- 
gcessities, to say nothing of our responsibilities with respect to the 
past or future? 

Much more could be added on this subject, if time were al- 
lowed for a full discussion, this much I hope‘may may be suffi-- 
cient, at present, to induce you to reconsider the bil), and in do- 
ing so you will, perhaps, join me in the conclusion, that civil le- 
gislation cannof go hand in hand with sympathy and philanthro- 
py- If however, it should be otherwise, a little delay can do no 
injury to the interest intended to be served, as no actual money 
is at present coniemplated. In the mean while more reflection 
may be given to the subject, after which it will not be difficult 
to carry such a bill forward, if it should continue to be the wish 
of the people. 

SAM. HOUSTON.. 

Execulive Department, June 3, 1837.. 

The message being read, the bill for the relief of those who 
lost property during the war, disapproved in the above message- 
was laid on the table, and the further consideration thereof post- 
poned until Monday. 

l Mr. Chenoweth moved that the vote laying the vetoed bil} 
"on ihe table be reconsidered for the purpose of immediate ac- 
tion, which was carried, and on further consideration of the sub- 
ject, Mr. Baker of Austin, renewed his motion to lay on the ta- 
bie, which was carried, and the bill laid on the table until Mon- 


ay. 

The bill supplementary to the act, entitled an act establish- 
ing a general land office, &c., having been returned from the 
senate, with the omission corrected, the amendments of the sen- 
ate were separately considered, and all concurred in, and the 
bill ordered to be enrolled. 

The bill concerning fees of sheriffs, constables, and solici- 
tors, returned from the senate with an amendment, was taken 
up, the amendmcut of the senate concurred in, and the bill ox- 
dered io be enrolled. 


The joint resolution from the senate, directing the auditor 
f 
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to audit the accounts of John Bryant and Sebastian Francois? 
was taken up and read a first time. On motion of Mr. Rowe, 
the 5lst rule was suspended and the joint resoluticn read a se- 
cond time. 


On motion of Mr. Rowe the 5ist rule was further suspen- 


ded, and the joint resolution, read a third time and passed, 

- - The bill from the senate to “ascertain the public domain 
and define the location thereof,’ was taken up and read the first 
time. 

Mr. Baker of Austin, moved that the bill be rejected, which 
was hot carried, and the bill was ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. White, the joint resolution suspending 
executions was taken up and read a second time. Mr. Gant 
moved that it be referred to the committee on the judiciary, 
which was rejected. - 

Mr. Rowe asked leave of absence for the remainder of the 
session, and the question being put to the house, leave was re- 
fused. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam the house adjourned un- 
til Monday morning at 9 o’clock. 

W. F. GRAY, Ck. 


Monpay, June 5, 1887. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-three members present. 

Mr. Branch presented the petition of B. R. Whitecomb, 
and A. Bishop, praying remuneration for supplies, advanced. On 
motion of Mr. Wharton they were referred to the committec or 
claims and accounts. g 

Mr. Roman from the military committee made the follow- 
in 

$ REPORT: 

The, committee on military affairs haye had under consid- 
eration that part of the president’s message which relates to the 
army, and also the rcport of the secretary of war. They have 
given that consideration to the subject which its importance 
merits, and respectfully submit the following as their views. 

Since the reorganization of the army, made in December 
last, every appearance of harmony and subordination has exis- 
ted until within a few weeks past. A state of discipline has been 
maintained, which could be surpassed by no troops of the same 


experience. From well authenticated accounts, however, we 
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have no doubt that some dissatisfaction prevails at present with 
a portion of the army. When we take into consideration the 
peculiar circumstances under which the troops composing a por- 
tion of the army werc engaged, and subsequent occurrences, the 
existence of dissatisfaction cannot be a matter ofsurprise. The 
prospect of active service was with the greater portion of the 
men, the principal inducement which operated in bringing them 
to the country. Whilst a probability of invasion from the ene- 
my existed, perfect contentment and subordination prevailed. 

The distracted condition of the politica] affairs of Mccice 
at present precludes the probability of a movement against Tex- 
assoon. This circumstance, together with the limited means of 
government, for furnishing sufficient supplies to our present com- 
paratively large force, induces the belief that furloughing, for a 
limited time, the greater portion of the army who have been lon: 
gest in the servicc, would be the best policy that could be adop- 
ted. By this means the government would be relieved for the 
present from the great burthen of furnishing provisions, whichy 
at this time, are purchased at high prices, and owing to the de- 
preciated state of our credil, can only by obtained at great sae- 
rifices. The soldiers would find profitable employment in the 
country: and would mutually- contribute to supply the great de- 
mand for the various kinds, of labour which the flourishing con- 
dition of the country demands. i 

To prevent any evil that might possibly result to the coin? 
try, by turning upon it such a number of men unprovided with 
the common necessaries of life, the furloughing ought.to be grad- 
ual in its operations. The known hospitality of our citizens for- 
bids the idea of an unfriendly reception of the soldiers, who have 
come to assist them in resisting their oppression. No important 
difference exists in the character or habits of those men whocom- 
prise the army, and the agricultural portion of thecountry. As 
the Mexican government have denied us our rights, and little 
prospects exist of the recognition of our independence by her 
until compulsory measnres are used.. Your committec are uñan- 
imous in their opinion that no time should be lost for preparing 
for that extremity. Possessing means of enforcing justice trom 
our enemies, policy requires that we should no longer rely upon 
fortuitous circumstances to bring about so desirable an end. On- 
ly a short time will be necessary to obtain the requisite means 
for offensive operations. 

The furlough should be for a limited time, and the troops 
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subject to be concentrated, prior to the expiration of their fur- 
lough, by the proclamation of the executive, a failure to obey 
which, should subject the delinquent to be treated asa deserter, 
and toa forfeiture of his claims on the government. 

The present exposed condition of our northern frontier is a 
‘matter of serious importance, The repeated murders that have 
Loen committed by the Indians, on the citizens of that portion of 
the country, cannot, it is believed, be attributed to any omission 
of duty on the part of the government, but are consequent on 
our defective means of affording the necessary protection. It 
is believed, that the expedition provided for by the passage of 
the law of the present session of congress will, if carricd into ef 
fect, tend greatly to the immediate relief ofthe frontier inhabi- 
tants. The increase of the corps of rangers also, as recommen- 
ded by the secretary of war, should not be amitted. The total 
inefficiency of infantry, as a protection against the incursions of 
Indians, can be attested by all who are experienced in that mode 
of warfare. To station them at the frontier posts, as a protec- 
tion to the inhabitants, would have the effect of lulling them into 
a falsc hope of security which might prove disastrous in the con- 
sequences, The increased difficulty also of supplying the troaps 
thus situated, with bread stuffs and other necegsaries, constitutes 
an important objection to the measure, and no possible benefit 
could reasonably be anticipated from it. 

Your committee would suggest the propriety of establish- 
ing a National Armory-at some suitable point as far as practica- 
ble beyond the influence of the salt atmosphere. As considera- 
ble loss has already occurred to the government for the want of 
such an establishment, it is recommended both as a measure of 
safety and economy. 

It is also recommended that the system of rules and regu- 
lations for the government of the army, prepared at the last ses- 
sion of congress, be adopted. 

They werc revised from the United States system with great 
‘care by the military committee, with the assistance af able oÑ- 
cers, experienced in our service, l 

Our laws ut present require that the United States’ army 
regulations shall be observed by ours, so far as applicable to our 
condition, thus, in coniested points, leaving the military court 
alone to decide what part is applicable. 

RICHARD ROMAN, Chairman. 
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? On motion of Mr. Chenoweth, the report was laid on the 
iable. ~ 

Mr. Branch from the committee on claims and accounts 
made the following report, on the petition of A. T. Burnly and 
B. S. Read. : l 

The committee on claims and accounts to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of A. T. Burnley and others, and Benjamine 
S. Read, have examined tle same, and instructed me to mak2 
the following a 

REPORT: 

As to the justice and merit of the above claims, your com- 
mittee cannot fora moment entertaina doubt. Justice requires 
of us to allow them. A part of the ambéunt claimed is for pro- 
visions furnished colonels Wiggingion and Wilson, to enable 
them to bring their men to Texas, The provisions were furnish- 
ed these gentlemen on their simple reccipt, because there was 
no other more regular way in which it could be done, as there 
was, at that time, no agent of Texas, jin Kentucky, authorized to 
borrow the necessary means upon the faith of the government. 
Under these circumstances your committee are of opinion that 
the debt, though not authenticated according to law, should un- 
questionably be recognized, and if possible save from loss the 
men, who generously furnished the means of transporting to this 
suffering and invaded country. Those claims should be enti- 
tled to the most favorable consideration of congress,in as much 
as they were furnished solely upon faith in the integrity of Tex- 
as. The other portions of those claims were furnished upon the 
authority of general Chambers, for which he has given his scrip, 
and should in the opinion of your committee, unquestionably be 
recognized. We therefore recommend the adoption of the fol- 
Jowing resolution. i 

The resolution having been amended, on motion of Mr. 
Wharton was reported as follows. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the Auditor 
of public accounts, be and he is hereby authorized and required 
to audit the accounts of A. T. Burnley, and Benjamin S. Read, 
and allow their claims upon principles of justice, although their 
vouchers may not be authenticated in strict legal form. 

Mr. Branch from the same committee made the following 

` REPORT: 

The committee of claims and accounts to whom was refer: 
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ved the petition of Herman, &co., and John Murry have exain- 
ned the same and considering it a matter belonging exclusively 
to the judiciary ask to bedischarged from its further considera- 

tion. E4 E. T. BRANCH, Chairman. 

Mr. Branch from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Alexander Walsh, reported the following 
joint resolution. i : 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the auditor be 
authorized to audit the claims of Alexander Walsh, allowing 
him at the rate of $1,200, per annum, for the time he served as 
clerk in the war department. 

Mr. Branch from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Samuel Mullock, made the following 

REPORT: 

The committee of claims and accounts, to whom ‘was re- 
ferred the petilion of Samuel Mullock, a free man of color, 
praying for a head right, have had the same under consideration, 
and deeming it impossible to take any action on the petition ask 
te be discharged from its further consideration. 

EDWARD T. BRANCH, Chairman. 

Mr. Branch, from the samc committee to whom was refer- 
ved the petition of George W. Poe, made the following 

REPORT: 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of George W. Poe late paymaster, have ex- 
amined the same, and recommend the passage of the following 
resolation. f 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That the*auditor 
be authorized to settle the accounts of G. W. Poe, according to 
existing laws: i 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Branch from the same committee, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Milton Irish, made the following 

REPORT: 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Milton Irish, have examined the same, and 
are of opinion that the laws amply provide for the relief asked 
for, and that no action of this congress is necessary on the peti- 
tion. They therefore ask to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration. E. T. BRANCH, Chairman. | 

i4' 3 


Hye 


oe a 


106 


Mr. Branch from the same committee, to whom was refer- 

red the petition of While and Bradford, madc the following 
REPORT: 

The committee on claims and accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of White and Bradford, havé examined thesame- 
and being fully satisfied of the correctness of the same, have in- 
structed me to offer the following resolution. 

E. T. BRANCH, Chairman. 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in congress assembled, That the auditor be 
authorized to audit the accounts of Messrs. White and Brad- 
ford. 

The joint resolution was read a first time. 

Mr. Branch from the same committee to whom was refer- 
red the petition of John H. Harry made the following 

REPORT: 

The committee on claims and accounts, io whom was re- 
ferred the petition of John H. Harry, praying that interest may 
be allowed him on his treasury drafts, as it was for cash ad- 
vanced, have had the same under consideration, and deem it in- 
expediant to grant the prayer of the petitioner unless the same 
hereafter was extended to all those similarly situated. 

E. T. BRANCH, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the petition was refer- 
red back to the committee of claims and accounts, with instruc- 
tions to report a bill granting the prayer of the petitioner. 

Mr. White from the committee on enrolled bills made the 


fellowing 
REPORT: 

The following acts and resolutions haye been approved by 
ihe president. 

Ist. “An act to incorporate the trustees of Washington 
College.” 

2d. “Joint resolution requiring the Aitorney General to re- 
port next session of congress.” 

3d. “Joint resolution relating to elections for depopulated 
districts.” 

Ath. “An actto incorporate the town of Nacogdoches, and 
other towns therein named.” 

Sth. “Joint resolution requiring the president to appoint a 
secretary of legation to the Embassy to England.” 

6th. “Joint resolution respecting mail routes.” 
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7th. “An act for the relief of James Erwin and others.” 

Sth. “An act to legalize certain marriages, to provide for 
ithe celebration of marriages, and for other purposes,” -` 

Mr. Branch from the select committec, to which was refer- 
red the president’s message of the 16th-ultimo, respecting the 
loans negotiated in New Orleans, in January 1836; by the Tex- 
ian commissioners, made the following 

i REPORT: , 

The select committee to whom was referred the message of 
the president in regard to the loans negotiated in New Orleans, 
by our commissioner, beg leave to report, 

That the committce have earnestly endeavored to make a 
satisfactory adjustment of the loan of $20,000, but have failed: 

The agent of the lenders claims, under the niedified contract 
upwards of one hundred thousand acres of Jand, as a bonus for 
a relinquishment of their privileges under the original contract. 
The committee are of opinion that it was not the intention of 


the cabinet to allow them that amount as a bonus, and therefore. 


cannot accede to the demand of the agent, in consequence of 
which they ask to be discharged. 


E. T. BRANCH, Chairman. 


The committee was accordingly discharged from the fur- 


ther consideration of the subject. 
Mr. Branch moved the disposition of the following resolu- 
tion. 
Resolved, ‘That this house will not adjourn untill the offi- 
cers contemplated in the land bill are appointed. 
` Which was rejected. 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


the Repblic Texasin Congress assembled, That the secretary of 
state be authorized to have published, at the expense of this gov- 
ernment, five hundred copies of the journals of both houses of 
.congress, and two thousand copies of the colonization laws of 
the general congress of Mexico, and of the state of Coahuila 
and. Texas; of the acts and decrees and resolutions of the con- 
sulfation of 1835, and of the ordinances and decrees of the pro- 
visional council of 1835 and 1836, of the convention of March 
1836, and the acts and joint resolutions of this cqngress;—and 
that he furnish cach member of this congress the séyeral judge 


ES 
justices, clerks and sheriffs of this republic with a copy of each. 


ROWE. ' 


Which being read a first time, 
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Gn motion of Mr. White, the 51st rule was suspended, and 
the resolution put on its sccond reading. l 

Mr. Gant moved to strike out all except the ‘‘acts, resolu- 
tions, and journals, of this congreess.”—-which was rejected, and 
the 51st rule being further suspended, the resolution was read a 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Milam the house proceeded to 
the eleetion of an enrolling clerk. 

The Speaker presented to the house the name of John Mc- 
Creary, and there being no opposition, Mr. Creary was declared 
duly elected,.and was sworn into office by the Speaker. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from the audi- 
tor, which, on motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, was referred to 
the committee on the state of the republic. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house took up the message of 
the president, received on the 4th inst assigning his reasons a- 
gainst the act for the relief of those who have lost property du- 
ring the war» 

On motion of Mr. Hooper it was 

Ordered-—That the bill be now reconsidered and put on its 
final passage, and on this question the ayes and noes wese order- 
ed to be recalled. 

Mr. Gant asked to be excused from voting, believing it to 
be out of order to take the vote now. 

The Speaker said he could not be excused. 

The house had ordered the vote to be taken, and there 
would not be a quorum without him. x 

He appealed to the house, and the decision of the chair 


was sustained, 
Mr. Ckenoweth also asked to be excused from voting, which , 


was not granted. 

The question was then put,—“Shall the bill pass notwith- 
standing the president’s objections?” 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Bakes of Ausfin, Baker of Matagorda Billingsiy, Brush, Burle-, 
son, Cartwright, Hill, White,—9.. 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Allen of Mi- 
lam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Boyd, Branch, Chenoweth, Gant, 
{Mr. Gant refusing to respond, his vote was entered in the neg- 
ative, by order of the Speaker,) Hooper, Holman, Lewis, Mc- 
Kinney, Rowe, West, Wright,—13.. 

So the bill did not pass. 
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Mr. Gant filed the following by way of protest against being 
compelicd to vote. 

I do not vote for the passage of the bill, because I believe 
the proceedings to be unconstitutional, since the return of the 


veto. 
W. W. GANT. 

Mr. Chenoweth filed the following protest against being 
compelled to vote. : 

I object to recording my yote on the passage of this bill. 
First, because I believe the decision of the chair is wrong as to 
the stage of the bill. And secondly, that voting on the bill 
would be sanctioning what I conceive would be a direct viola- 
tion of the following words of the 20th and 27th sections of the 
constitution, which are in the following words: that “all bills dis- 
approved by the president, shall again be passed as prescribed 
in 20th section,” which is as follows: “All bills shall be read 
on three several days, in each house, unless in cases of emer- 
gency, two thirds of the members of the house, where the bill 
originated, shall deem it expedient to suspend the rule.” 

The Speaker called Mr. Baker of Austin to the chair, _ 

Mr. Archer moved that the house take up the bill incorpo- 
rating the Internal Improvement and Banking Company, which 
was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house took up the bill to raise 
a public revenue by direct taxation. The bill being on its se- 
cond reading, on motion of Mr. Branch the house resolved itself 
into committee of the whole on the bill, Mr. Branchin the chair, 
and after some time spent thercin, the committee of the whole 
arose, reported the bill with amendments, and were discharged 
from iis further consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned 
until 4 o’clock. 


4 CLOCK, P. Me 

‘The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

“Mr. Allen of Milam in the chair, owing to the indisposi- 
tion of the Speaker. 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house resumed the considera- 
ton of the bill to raise a public revenue by direct taxation. - - 

Mr. Rowe moved the indefinite postponement of the bill: 

On which question the ayes and noes were ordered; 

Mr. McKinney asked to be excused from voting on the 
question,—which was refused by the house. 
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The question was then taken on the indefinite pestpone- 
ment of the bill. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs, Baker of 
Matagorda, Boyd, Hill, Hooper, Holman, Lewis, McKinney, 
Rowe, Wright.—9. 

Those who votcd in the negative were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Billingsly, 
Branch, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Roman, 


_ West,—13. 


So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the section providing for the ap- 
propriation of collectors was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the words “valued inyentory,” was 
stricken out, so as to make the assessors, instead of the citizens, 
value the property. 

Mr. Branch then moved that the bill be indefinitely post- 
poned:—but before the question was taken, 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth the house agreed to recon- 
sider the vote just taken. 

The question then recurring on striking out the worl “val- 
ued,” the ayes and noes were ordcred. 

Those who voted in the afirmative were, Messrs. Baker of 
Matagorda, Brush, Burnham, Gant, Gcraghty, Hill, Holman, 
Lewis, Rowe, White, Wright; —I1 L. 

Those who voled in the negative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Billingsly, Boyd, 
Branch, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Hooper, McKinney, Roman, 
West,—13. 

So the house determined not to strike out the word “val- 
ucd.” 

On motion of Mr. Rowe the house struck out that part ma- 
king the,law applicable only to persons who had arrived in the 
country, on or previous to the Ist of March last. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, “thirty dollars,’ the tax on 
Taverns, were stricken out, and 

- On motion of Mr. Geraghty “one hundred dollars,’ were 
inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Branch a tax of one dollar per head, 

' was laid on cattle and horses, in this country, belonging to for- 
cigners. 

A message was reccived from the senate, by the secretary, 
with a resolution passed in secret session. i 


ill : 


Mr. Boyd moved an amendment to the revenue bill, lay- 
ing a poll tax of one dollar per head on all free white male per- 
sons, over twenty-one years of age, and under fifty five years. 
Mr. Brush moved to confine the tax to unmarried men, which 
was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Gant a iax of one and one half percent, 
on that amount of capital paid in, was laid on all corporations 
with banking privileges. 

On motion ef Mr. Rowe the the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the bill was read a third time, and 

The question being “shall the bill pass?” 

The ayes and noes were ordered; 

Those who voted in the afirmative, were Messrs. Allen of 
Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Billingsly, Branch, Chenoweth, 
Cartwright, Geraghty, Roman, West,—-10. 

Those who voted in the negative, were Messrs. Arnold, Ba- 
ker of Matagordo, Boyd, Burnham, Gant, Hill, Hooper, Hol- 
man, Lewis, McKinney, Rowe, White, Wright,—13. 

So the bill was rejected. 

A message was reccived from the senate, by the secretary; 
with a bill which had passed that body, authorizing the secreta- 
ry of the treasury to appoint surveyors &c, and 

A resolution authorizing the attorney general to purchase 
certain books for the use of the government. 

On motion of Mr. Archer the house went into secret ses- 
sion on the private resolution received from the senate, and ihe 
doors were closed. 

When the doors were again opened, a message was received 
from the senate, by the secretery, with a resolution authorizing 
the president to leave the seat of government for thirty days, ta 
organize and set on foot the corps of mounted gunmen. 

Mr. Hooper moved that the house adjourn until to-morrow 
morning at ten e’clock, which was rejected: and 

On motion of Mr. Brush the house adjourned until 8 o’clock 
this evening. 


8 o’CLOcK, P; Ms 
A quorum not meeting, the members present adjourned un- 
til to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 
W. F. GRAY, CPk. 
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Tuespay, June 6th, 1837. 


The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-two members being present. 

Mr. Branch from the committee on claims and accounts, to 
which had been referred the petition of John H. Harry, with 
instructions, rcported the following joint resolution. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the 
republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the auditor be, 
ard he is hereby authorized and required, to take up the drafts 
issued on the treasury, in favor of John H. Harry, and issue new 
ones drawing interest, at the rate of ten per centum, from the 
first of September last. ; 

Which being read, on motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 
Slst rule was suspended, and the resolution read a second time. 

Mr. Boyd offered an amendment, extending the benefit of 
the resolution to all persons similarly situated; which was rejec- 
ted. á 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 51st rule was furth- 
er suspended, the joint resolution read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Wharton from theselect committee to whom had been 
referred the petition of Leman Kelcy and B. F. Cage, and oth- 
ers, for the incorporation of Hotels, Baths, Banks, &c., repor- 
ted a bill in conformity with the prayer of the petitioners. 

The first reading was dispensed with, and the bill put onits 
second reading. 

On mofion of Mr. Billingly the reading was stopped, and 
the bill postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. Gant submitted a joint resolution defining the powers 
of commissioners of roads and revenue. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the joint resolution read a second time. 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved an amendment, requiring the 
chief justices, sheriffs, and clerks of district and county courts, 
to raside at the county seat; which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the 51st rule was further suspen- 
ded, the joint resolution read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. White from the committee on enrolled bills returned 
to the house the bill for funding the public debt, which had 
passed both houses, with two blanks unfilled, viz: 

The salaries of the second auditor and the comptroller. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the first blank was filled, by fix- 
ing the salary ofthe second auditor at $1,500. And 
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On motion of Mr. White the secénd blank: was filled, by 
fixing the salary of the comptroller at the, sime” *suifiy and the 
bill was sent tothe senate. -> 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill for the government of the 
auditor, was taken up upon its ‘second ° reading, the 51st rule 
was suspended, and the bill read a third time, and ‘passed. 

Mr. Wharton, by leaveyintroduced a biH concerning aliens 
holding lands i in Texas; which was tead,and + +- 

'On -motion of Mr: Billingsly the Bl st rule was ‘pend 
and ‘the bill read a second timey when - °° 

: Oni motion of Mr. White the bill was Tejected. ` 

On motion of Mr. Roman „the bill concerning military 
bounties, head rights, &c., was- -taken up,‘on ifs second reading.. 

On motion of Mr. Gant it was referred to a select commit: 
tee, with instructions to report, to-morrow,morning. . The Speak. 
er appointed Meisrs. Gant, Branch and Burnham, the commit; . 
fee. °° 

“A: ‘message was received ` from the eats: by thie’ secretary,’ 
announcing the „passage by the senate of a bill concerning ad- 
miralty courts. ` Also, 

A joint resolution requiring agents of government to” give” 
bond: and 

A joint resolution authorizing sheriffs to rent houses for pri- 
sons, employ, guards &c.. . 

On motion of Mr. White ihe Joint in respecting 
fees of attorneys, was taken up, on iis second reading. . - 

On motion of Mr. ‘White thé 5lst rule was suspended, the | 
joint resolution read a third time, and passed. 

The Speaker called Mr. Billingsly to the chair. 
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Mr. White moyed that the house take up the bill to’ estab- 


- a 


lish county boundariės,which was refused by the house. 

Fhe joint résolution from the senate, “requiring all agents” 
of government to give bond and security for the faithful për- ` 
formance of their duties,’ was taken up and réad. -Or motion _ 
of Mr. White the rule was further suspended, the joint resolu. ` 
tion read a third time, and passed. 


‘The joint resolution from the: ‘senate authorizing sheriffs to ` 


x 


rent houses for prisons, employ guards, Åc., was t taken upand 
read. 


the joint resolution read a second time: the rule was further sus- 
pended, and the joint resolution read a third time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Branch, the 51st rule was suspended and 
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The bill from the scnate concerning admiralty courts, wag 
jaken up and read. i 


_ On motion of Mr. Archer, the rule was further suspended, 
the bill read a third time, and passed, . 


county boundaries, be withdrawn from that committee, and re- 
ferred to a special committee of three, with instructions to re- 
port to-morrow morning. _ 

' -The“Speaker appointed Messrs. Arnold, Wharton and 
White, the committee, andon motion, Mr. Gant was added to 
i. aaa: . 


`~ Fhe petition for the establishment of the county of Fort 
Bend, the two petitions from Washington, respecting that coya». 
ty, and the bill-defining county boundaries, were severally, on ` 
motion, referred to the same commiitee. 

'” The house then took up the bill from the senate, authori- 
zing the secretary of the treasury to appoint surveyors &c, res- 
pecting the Island of Galveston. 

The 5lst rule was suspended and the bill put upon its se- 
cond reading. l : 

‘On motion of Mr. Gant it was laid on the table. 

A méssage was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
announcing that the senate had stricken from the bill for the 
government of the auditor all but the enacting clause, and that 
the senate had concurred with the house in filling the blanks in 
the bill for funding the public debt. 

` The joint resolution from the senate, authorizing the attor- 
ney general to procute certain books for the use of the govern- 
whent, was taken up and read a first time. 
- -On motion of Mr." White the 5Jst rule was suspended, the 
resolution read a second, and third time, and adopted, 

A message was received from the senate announcing the 
concurrence of that body in the joint resolution respecting fees 
of attornéys. oA 

~ “On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned un- 
til 4 o’clock this afternoon © ` ee i 
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The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-two members present. . p 

Mr. Geraghty submitted the following protest to the act 
supplementary to an act, entitled “an dct establishiiig a gener- 
al land office,in the republic of Texas,” passed 22rd Decethber} 
1836; which he desired to have entered on the journal. . 
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the house of representatives; = _ -_ 

I deem it my duty as well to myself, as to my sense of mor- 
al obligation resulting from. my solemn oath. to enter what Í 
dcem a constitutional protest against certain ctiactments of the 
supplementary act tö the land bill: , On the solemn faith of two 
of its co-ordinate branches, our go¥érnnient constitutionally 
passed a land bill, during last session, with all the gave impor- 
tance of a law, declaring not only that the land offices should 
go into full operation, the first day of June fast, but we further 
pledged ourselves to our brethren of the United States, whose 
sympathies sustained us during the most perilous.’tate of our cx- 
istence as an independent republic; that from and afte? the firat 
day of January, emigration skduld be encouraged by the dona- 
tion of twelve hundred and eighty acres of land to. married per:. 
sons, and six hundred and forty acres to unmarried persons; 

Scarcely had cur deliberations and mature opinions, thus 
sustained by law, reaclied the United States, inducing numerous 
families to abandon their peaceful home, in strict reliance on our. 
plighted faith, to participate with iis in the future struggles of 
our country, when on their landing; we meet them with our 
sippleiieiitary act; and generously inforth them that the solemn 
declaration’ of our legislators was sd tiivial id our estimation, 
that we thought proper to change our opinions; arid would now 
give them nothing. That we since found out whdt wé were 
then ignorant of; namely, that we had not suffictent territory to 
justify our liberality, altho’ we did not hesitate to declare that 
our public domain could not be settled in forty years, after the 
liquidation of all our government claims. _And we now, in imi; 
tation of the apestate Santa Anna, who called forth the execra- 
tions of the world by daring to trample'én a constitution which 
he himself had ratificd, dö thé game, and even under circum: 
stances less justifiable, inasmuch as we ungratefully deceive our 
kindest friends, and return them contumely. and contempt for 
Ga sympathics and assistance;. while we impose on ourselves 
the marks of censure, for our levity ‘and bad faith. 

This protest I claim, as a constitutional right, to be recors 
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ded on the journals of this house, that I, at least, may be ex- 
empted from the criminality of participating in what I unhesi- 
i tatingly. pronouncé violated faith, and unpardonable levity; hav- 
| ing no interest desirable from’ the motiyes that havc suggested 
i 


_ the supplementary act. : 
| ` JOHN GERAGHTY. < 
On motion of Mr. Billingsly the joint resolution from the 
senate authorizing the president to leave the seat of government 
for thirty days, to organize and set on fool the corps of mounted 
. gunmen, was taken up, and ` (rs ree : 
On motion: of Mr. Billingsly the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the joini resolution read a second time. 
« The rule was further suspended, the joint resolution read a 
third time, and passed. sar aa 
The following message was received from the president, 
/ by Mr. Richardson, his’ private secretary. 
: ot ` Executive Department, 
e City of Houston, June 6th, 1837. § © 
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND oo 
House of REPRESENTATIVES. _ 
£ ~ [cannot forbear calling to your attention the condition of 
the subsistente and quarter mastér’s department of this govern- ` 
ment. Theinclosed document will exhibit the amount of lia- 
| bilities that must be immediatcly mel, or the credit of the goy- 
` ernment will be entirely destroyed. 5 i 
‘ I would have laid the subject before your honorable body, 
atan earlier day, had it been in my power to havc acquired the 
information desirable. "Without the interposition of congress 
the'situation of the conntry must be truly deplorable. ` 
The government was unable, upon its own credit, to ob- 
tain the supplies absolutely necessary tọ the emergencies of the 
army. The exécutive has been compelled to give his individu- 
al obligation for supplies for the army, endorsed by some of the 
honorable members of your body. This was donc af a time 
when a part of the army was in an actual state of muliny, from 
want of every kind of provisions. Galvéston Island would have 
been deserted had not this course beén pursued. —* | 
Since the commencement of the constitutional government, 
no public officer has reccived any. salary. Their personal ex- 
penses are great, from the fact of their having to. pay an exorbi- 
' tant price for board. Theirindividual means are quite exhaus- 
ied. They have tendered me resignations from time to time, 
induced by their actual necessities, intending to pursuc some oth- 
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er course that-dhey might obtain the means of subsistence. The 
Executive, sice he has come into oflice, has received into the 
treasury, and disbursed, only five hundred dollars for provisions 
of the troops. Under these circumstances,-your honorable bo- 
dy must be aware of the absolute necessity of some provisions 
being made to-sustain the country, and the aid which it is in 
your power to give, is most sincerely and earnestly invoked. 
rk SAM. HOUSTON. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the message and reports front the 
quarter master general and commissary: gencral of subsistance 
which accompanied it, were referred to the committee of ways 
and means. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the bill authorizing the secre- 
tary of the treasury to cause the Island of Galveston to-be sur- 
veyed and sold for certain pursoses was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Brush the bill was so amended as to in- 
clude all the Islands of the republic in the provisions for the sale 
of Galveston, at the discretion of the secretary of he treasury. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly. the 5lst rule was suspended, 
the bill as amended read a third -time and passed. l 

e The joint resolution, suspending executions, was-taken up 
on its second reading. Mr. White submitted.a substitute, which 
was adopted. a 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was referred: 
to the committee on the judiciary, with instructions to report to- 
morrow morning. See 

-7 A message was received from the senate, by thesecretary, 
announcing the concurrence of the senate in the bill for the 
survey and sale of Galveston Island, &c. &c. - - 

The bill for the government -of the auditor, returned from 
the senate with an améndment, was thea taken up and consir- 
ered. The amendment was to strike out all after the enacting 
clause. On motion of Mr. Branch the house disagreed to the 
amendment of the senate. - i 

The engrossed bill prescribing the proof necessary to admit 
deeds &c., to record- was taken up, read a third time, and-pass- 
ed. a . ; 3 : e 
A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
communicating a joint resolution fixing the boundaries of the 
county of Jefferson. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the joint resolution authorizing 
the president to send an agent to the: United States, to settle 
with the agents for the sale of land scrip &c., was taken up. 


m ‘ee 


‘oon 


4 
." 
3 
$ 

i 
i 
t 


lis 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the said resolu- 
tion was laid on the table; and - nti 

On motion of the same the house went intó:sċeret session; 
on -the state of the republic. 

The doors being open, Mr. White moved a reconsideration 
of the vote rejecting the bill for the benc&t of persons in the 
United States, owning lands in Texas before the adoptien of the 
tonstitution. The motion was carried and the bill referred to 
the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Geraghty, the vote rejecting the bill to 
faise arevenue by direct taxation was reconsidcred, and the bill 
again put upon its third reading. 

@n motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda the house adjourn- 
ed until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

W. F. GRAY, Crk: 


, Wenpnespay, June 7th, 1837, 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-two members present. 

A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
announcing the passage of a bill authorizing Robert Wilson to 
possess the sand keys, forming Red Fish Bar in Galveston Bay. 

Mr. Wharton presented a report from General Thomas 
Jefferson Chambers, accompanied by sundry documents. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton the report and documents were 
referred to a select committee. 

_ ‘The speaker appointed Messrs Wharton, Roman and Bil- 
lingsly, the committee. . 

Mr. Roman from the committee on military affairs, to whom 

was referred a letter of R. M. Coleman, made the following 
REPORT: 

The committee on military affairs to whom was referred 
the petition of R. M. Coleman have had the same under con- 
sideration, submit the following report and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

Your committee are of opinion that congtessis not the pro- 
per tribunal todecide upon the innocence or guilt of the petition- 
er. 


His complaint against the executive; of being illegally con- 
fined by his orders, and denied a trial, appears to your commit- 
tee to be true, and that no circumstances would have justsfied 
the detention of the petitioner in confinement, without a trial, 
if it was in the power ef government to haye rendered him jus- 
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tice in the manner prescribed by the laws. Any decision, how» 
ever, by congress on this subject, except in case ofimpeachment 
of the president, would be an ew parte proceeding, and an ase 
sumptiyn of powcr on the part of the legislative branch of this. 
government. - - 

Under article 188 ofthe United States’ army rules and regs 
ulations, the petitioner can have, redress for any supposed inju- 
ry by a superior officer. . ; 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the report was laid on 
the table, . 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee of ways 
and means, reported “a bill to authorize the issuing of promis- 
sory notes of the government.” 

On motion of Mr. Baker, the 5lst rule was suspended and 
the resolution read a second time. — j 

On motion of the same the bill was amended by adding, af- 
ter the word “horses,” the words “and munitions of war.” 

Mr. Gant offered a substitute for the sixth section, which 
was rejected. 

Mr. Hooper moved that the minimum price of land be 
fixed at one dollar per acre; which was rejected. 

Mr. Geraghty moved that it be seventy-five cents, which 
was also rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the mimimum price wag 
fixed at fifty cents. 

Mr. Geraghty moved an amendment, providing that the 
scrip should not be located within thirty miles of the sea cost, 
which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Alfen of Nacogdoches the 5lst rule was 
further. suspended, and on the qucstion, 

“Shall the bill pass?” 

The ayes and noes were ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Arnold, Baker of Aus- 
tin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Boyd, Brush, Chenowcth, 
Cartwright, Hill, Hooper, Lewis, McKiuney, Roman, Wests 
Wharton, White,—19. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs, Branch, 
Burnham, Gant, Geraghty, Holman. Wright,—6. 

So tho bill was passed, 

Mr. Gant from the committee on naval affairs, to whom 
was re-committed the petition of F. T. Wells, reported ‘a bill 
regulating the pay of pursers in the navy, which was read a 
first time. 
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Gn motion of Mr. Wharton the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a second time. - . vote 

On motion of Mr. Geraghty the rale was further suspén- 
ded, and the bill read a third time and passed. ` oS 
~~ Mr. White from tke committee on enrolled bills reported, 
that the following acts had rercived the approbation of the 
president aid had become laws, viz: fe 

“An act authorizing the consolidasion „and -funding of.the 
public debt.” 2 - oO te a Saan 

” KA joint resolution for the relief of free persons of colour.” 

“A sceret resolution.” 7 SNe 

“A joint resolution requiring the audifor to audit the ac- 
counts of J. Bryant and S. Francois.” ee 

Mr. Allen of Milam from the committce on the state of 
the republic, to which had been’referred the letter of the au- 
ditor of public accounts, reported a joint resolution fof thé rc- 
lief of J. W. Moody, auditor, which being read, on motyon of 
Mr. Allen of Milam the 51st rule was suspended, and?’ the joint 
resolution read a-second time. - a 

On motion of Mr. Branch the rule was further suspended, 
the joint resolution read a third time and passed, © ° > 

Mr. Arnold, from the select committee to which thesubject 
had been referred, reported a bill establishing the county of 
Houston, which being read, on motion of Mr. Arnold the’Slst 
rule was suspended and the bill read a second time. - 

Mr. Gant offered an amendment in relation to the county 
of Washington, which wasrejected. — - 

The rule was then further suspended, the bill read a third 
time and passed. “ eo 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the joint resolution from 
the senate, defining the boundarics of Jefferson county, was ta- 
ken up and read a first time; and on motion of the same, the 
Əlst rule was suspended, the joint resolulion read a second and 
third time, and passed. ` ' 

A message was received from the tenate, by the secretary, 
communicating a joint resolution which had passed that house, 
directing the mode of authenticating deeds and: other instru-- 
ments of writing. ` o 

The following message was recèived from the president, by 
Mr. Richardson his private secretary; mo 
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, Executive Department, 

' City of Houston, 7th June, 1837. - 
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND 

House or REPRESENTATIVES: ~ 

In reply to your resolútion of the 26th ultimo, making en- 
quiry upon what authority I stationed soldiers upon the Sabine, 
&c., I have the honor to state, that the post of Galveston was 
in a state of mutiny, in consequence of the want of proyisions, 
and that complaint was made to the executive that persons, who 
were disaffected towards the government, were driving all the 
cattle over the Sabine, out of the country, to prevent the gov- 
ernment from getting beef cattle. to supply the different post: 
and upon these representatiqns the executive thought it best 
_- that persons should be stationed on, or near the Sabine, to pre- 
vent the citizens of the county from driving the cattle out of the 
country, and thereby depriving us of the means of furnishing 
our army with beef; and that as long as we apprehend an inva- 
sion, and expect to supply our army with the beef in the coun- 
try, we must have a guard to keep the cattle in the country. 

The quarter master general has contracted for five hundred 
beeves, in Shelby county, which will be sufficent to supply the 
present wants of the army: but we will be deprived of these, if 
there be no guard to prevent cattle from being driven out of 
the country. 

The scarcity of supplies in Texas exists to an extent that 
cannot be anticipated. The executive has taken particular 
pains to ascertain, as near as possible, the number of heeves in 
the country, and he is compelled to believe that, out of the coun- 
ty of Liberty, there does not exist five hundred that could be 
procured. Six hundred troops are to be immediately armed 
and provisioned, independent of those-that will be in the main 
army. Our vessels of war, have to be supplied from Galveston, 
with beef. Where there are no bread stuffs, there is much 
meat consumed. It requires three pounds and a half per day 
. for aration for one man. 

I have thus respectfully submitted to your honorable body 
a few ofthe many reasons which could be adduced to show why 
I placed guards on the Sabine, to preyent those who might wish 
to deprive the country of means which were essential to its pre- 
servation, and I still consider it important that we should pre- 
serve all the resources in the country. 

SAM. HOUSTON. 
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On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the message was laid 
on the table. l 

A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
communicating a joint resolution which had passed that body 
for the release of 'Texian prisoners, 

Also, a bill sipplementary to the act establishing the coun 
ty of Houston, ‘ : ; 

Mr. Gant from the select committee to whom had been 
referred the bill concerning military bounties, head rights, &c., 


made the following 
REPORT: 


On motion of Mr. Wharton the joint resolution from the 
senate for the benefit of Texian prisoners, at Matamoros, was 
taken up, the 5lst rule was suspended, and the joint resolution 
read a second and third time, and adopted. 

_ A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
communicating a joint resolution which had passed that body to 
prevent the grazing of cattle in this country, belonging to for- 
eigners. 

The bill from the senate authorizing Robert Wilson to pos- 
sess the Sand Keys forming Red Fish Bar, in Galveston Bay, 
was taken up and read a first time: the 5lst rule was suspended, 
and the bill put on its second reading. ; 

On motion of Mr. Bakcr of Austin the bill was referred 
to the committee on the state of the republic. 

Mr. Boyd submitted the following resolution, 

Resolved, That the clerk be instructed to inferm the sen- 
ate that this house has disposed of nearly all the business now 
before it, and will be ready to adjourn this evening. 

Mr. Branch submitted the following joint resolution. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the 
president of the republic be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
carry into effect the contract made on the first day of April 1836, 
between the government ad intérim of Texas, and Robert Trip- 
lett and others, by issuing to the parties thereto the land scrip 
to which they are entitled under that contract according to its 
provisions, and that those of the subscribers to the first-loan ne- 
gotiated by the Texian commissioners in New Orleans, in Janu- 
ary 1836, who have not yet become parties to the said contract, 
be allowed to do so according to its conditions and privileges, as 
if ithad been originally executed by them. 

The joint resolution was read a first time. 
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The joint resolution from the senate concerning a mode of 
authenticating deeds and other writings, was taken up and read 
a first time. - 

The joint resolution from the senate to prevent the graz- 
ing of cattle in this country, belonging to foreigners, was taken 
up and read a first time. 

On motion ef Mr. Boyd the 5lst rule was suspended and 
the joint resolution put on its second reading. 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved that it be indefinitely postpon- 
ed, which was lost. 


Mr. Holman moved that it be laid on the table, which was 


also lost. i 

Mr. White moved to strike out all but the enacting clause, 
which was carried. si oy i 

On motion of Mr. Roman, the joint resolution authorizing 
the president to send an agent to the United States, to settle 
with the agents heretofore appointed to dispose of land scrip,’ 
was taken up, on its third reading, and adopted. l 

On motion of Mr. Roman the joint resolution for the relief 
of Alexander Walsh was taken up on its second reading: the 
5st rule. was suspended and the joint resolution read a third timè; 
.and adopted. . , 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda the joint resolation 
for the stay of executions was taken up. 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved to strike out all after the én- 
acting clause: - , 

On which motion the ayes and' noes were ordered, 

And the question being put, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Allen of 
Nacogdoches, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Boyd, Burnham, Hoòp- 
er, Holman, McKinney, West, Wharton,—10. _ ° 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Speaker, 


Allen of Milam, Baker of Matagorda Billingsly, Branch, Brush, - . 
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Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Roman, White, 
Wright,—I4. 

So the house refused to strike out. . 

Mr. Baker of Austin then offered the following proviso, 

Provided, however, this resolution shall not be so construed 
asto impair the obligation of any contract made previous to its 
passage. 

On which the ayes and noes were ordered, - i 

Those who-voted in the affirmative, were Messrs. Allen of 
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Nacogdoches, Arnold, Baker of Austin, Boyd, Hooper, Holman, 
McKinney, Wharton,—9. - 

Those who voted in the negative, were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, Brush, 
Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Ro- 
man, White,—I4. 

So the proviso was rejected. 

Mr. Boyd offered the following amendment, 

Be it further enacted, that from and after the first day of July 
next, no debt contracted by bill, bond, note, or otherwise shall 
be ee by any process of law whatsoever,—which was re- 
jected. 
as A message was received from the senate announcing the 
concurrence of the senate in the amendments to the bill estab- 
lishing the county of Houston, and the adoption of the joint res- 
olution for the benefit of J. W. Moody, auditor, with amend- 
ments. ` = 

The house then adjourned until 4 o’clock. 

i 4 o’cLock, P. M. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the 51st'rule was suspended and 
the resolutions put on their second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the word president was stricken 
out of the second resolution, and the words “auditorial depart- 
ment,” inserted. 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved that the resolution lie on the 
table úntil to-morrow, which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the dst, was further suspended, 
the resolution read a second and third time, and adopted. 

_ Å message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
communicating the bill authorizing the issuing of promissory 
notes by’ the government, which had passed the senate with 
amendments. 

“A bill regulating the pay of pursers of the navy.” 

“A joint resolution on the treasurers report.” And 

“A joint resolution for the benefit of Texas prisoners,” 

__ Mr. Wright presented a memorial from James W. Parker, 
asking permission to raise 2000 men to act against the Indians, 
and for remuneration for ransoms paid for prisoners, which was 
referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

_ „A messgge was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
communicating the joint resolution for the relief of Alexander 
Walsh, which had passed the.senate with amendments. 

Mr. Wharton submitted a joint resolution for the appoint- 
ment of a board of commissioners to investigate land titles. 
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The bill from the sena‘e, supplementary to an act estab- 
lishing the county of Houston, was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the 5Ist rule was 
suspended, and the bill put upon its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the word “fourth”? was 
stricken out of the section, and the word “last” inserted, so as 
to make it read the “last Mondays in February and August.” 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the 51st rule was 
further suspended, the bill as amended read a second and’ third 
time, and passed. 

The joint resolution on the treasurer’s annual report was 
taken up, and the senate’s amendments concurred in. . 

The joint resolution for the relief of J. W. Moody, was ta- 
ken up, and the senate’s amendments concurred in. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Alexander Walsh was 
taken up, and the amendments of the senate concurred in. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Texian prisoners, -at 
Matamoros, was then taken up, and the amendments of the sen- 
ate concurred in. 

A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
announcing the concurrence of the senate in the joint resolution 
for the relief of John H. Harry, and in the bill authorizing the 
issuing of promissory notes by the government. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned 
until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

W. F. GRAY, Crk. 


Tuurspay, June 8th, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. -- 

Twenty-three members present. 

Mr. Wharton asked leave of absence from the house for 
the remainder of the session, being called away on public bu- 
siness of an important nature. 

Mr. Branch presented a proposal from Niles F. Smith, for 
a purchase of the Sand Keys on Red Fish bar, in Galveston 

ay: P 
Which was referred to the committee on the state of the 
republic, to whom was referred the bill from the senate authori- 
zing Robert Wilson to possess the same property. > 

Mr. Billingsly from the committee on Indian affairs, to 
which was referred the memorial of J. W. Parker, made the 
following 
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REPORT: 

From the evidence in possession of your committce with re- 
gard to the character of Mr. Parker, they think it inexpedient to 
grant Mr. Parker the authority asked for. Your committee are 
of opinion that much evil might result from empowering such 
men to carry on war against the Indians, without the possibility 
of good. With regard to the other petition from the citizens of 
Mustang Prairie, we are of opinion every relicf has been affor- 
ded, in the power of this congress. We have been assured by 
the president, that every exertion would be used to render the 
frontier immediate aid, and that, in case the aid contemplated 
by the bill for the better protection of the northern frontier 


. could not be afforded by the fifteenth of July, he would call out 


the militia. 

Mr. Alicn of Milam from the committee on the state of the 
republic, to which was referred the bill from the senate authori- 
zing Robert Wilson to possess the Sand Keys, forming Red Fish 
bar, in Galveston bay, and the proposals of Niles F. Smith on 
the same subject, made the following, 

REPORT: 

The committee on the state of the republic, to whom was 
referred an act authorizing Robert Wilson to possess the Sand 
Keys forming Red Fish bar, in Galveston Bay, and the propo- 
sals of Niles F. Smith on the same subject, have had the same 
under consideration, and recommend the postponement of the 
further consideration of said bill, until congress shall be ena- 
bled to obtain more correct information as to the value of the 


S. S. ALLEN, Chairman. 

Mr. Arnold, from the select committee to whom the subject 
was referred, made the following 

REPORT: 

The select committee to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry citizens of the county of Nacogdoches, and of Fort Bend 
and Washington county, severally new counties, also the report 
of the committee on county boundaries, defining the boundaries 
of the several counties, have had the same under consideration 
and have instructed me to report, that the prayers of the several 
petitioners should be granted, and that the bill reported by the 
committee on county beundaries is such a one as the county re- 
quires, and shouldbe adopted. In all of which your committee 
respectfully ask the concurrence of the house. 

l A. ARNOLD, Chairman, 


- property in question. 
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Mr. Arnold from the same committee reported a bill cstab- 
lishing the county of Fort Bend, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 5lst rule was sus- 
pended, and the bill put upon its second reading. On motion 
of the same the first blank in the bill was filled with the first 
Mondays in February and August, as the terms of the district 
court, the rule was then, on motion of the same further suspen- 
ded, the bill read a third time, and passed. ` i 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin it was 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed, 
to act with such commiltee as may be appointed by the senate, 
to enquire into all matters connected with our Indian relations, 
with full power to send for persons and papers, and to call upon 
the president for information, and that said committee report, 
by bill or otherwise, as may be deemed expedient. 

_ Messrs. Baker of Austin, Billingsly and Allen of Milam, 
were appointed the committee, on the part of the house. 

Mr. Billingsly, by leave, introduced a bill to define the 
rights of emigrants who afrived in the country, between the dc- 
claration of independence and the first of January 1837. 
Which was read a first time. 

_ On motion of Mr. Branch the house went into secret scs- 
sion. i 

The lobby was cleared and doors closed: 

Upon the doors being opened, 

A = motion of Mr. Hooper the house adjourned until 4 
o’clock. 


4 O'CLOCK; P. M 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. , 

A message was received from the senate communicating the 
following resolution which had passed that body and in which 
the concurrence of the house was requested. 

Resolved, That a committee of conference consisting of 
three members, be appointed on the part of the senate, to act 
with a like committee to be appointed on the part of the house 
of representatives, for the purpose of making an explanatory 
amendment to the bill entitled “an act to raise a revenue by im- 
post duties.” 

Also, a secret resolution: and announcing the concurrence 
of the senate in the resolution from the house respecting Indian 
depredatians. i i 
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Oh motion of Mr. Gant, the bill establishing a second au- 
ditor and comptroller, was taken up and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the bill was amended by striking 
out, fromthe oath prescribed for claimants, the words “nor has 
taken or embezzled, &c.” >- : 

On motion of Mr. Gant the bill was further amended by 
inserting, after the words “second auditor,” the words “or an 
person legally authorized to administer oaths.” 

Mr. Boyd moved to strike out the whole of the second sec- 
tion, which was rejected. 

The 51st rule was then suspended and the bijl read a third 
time, and upon the question, 

“Shall the bill pass?” ; 

The ayes and noes were ordered. : 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Baker of Austin, Ba- 
ker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, Brush, Burnham, Cheno- 
weth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Hooper, Holman. Lew- 
is, McKinney, Roman, West, White,—2l. 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Arnold, 
Boyd, Wright,—3. 

So the bill was passed. 

The following message was reccived from the president, by 
Mr. Richardson his private secretary. 

Executive Department, - ? 
City of Houston, June 8th, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND i 
House or REPRESENTATIVES. 

The act supplementary to an act entitled an act to estab- 
lish a general land office, 1 have received, and considered as its 
importance deserves. i 
‘This is an act, it appears to me, upon the good or evil effects 
of which not only the present and future prosperity, but eyen 
the very salvation of the country would for a time be virtually 
suspended, should it go into operation. 

After all the reflection I have bezn enabled to bestow up- 
on it, it is with a regret, I know not how adequately to express, 
that I think I perceive in it defects and omissions of a character 
far too great fo be overlooked, and on account of which I find 
myself under the necessity of withholding from it my signature. 
Aware as I am of the great diffculties there are in the way of 
making a law on the subject, at the present moment, which 
should at all approach the standard of our desires, T am dis- 
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posedto view with the greatest indulgence the errors which 1 
think are to be found in the one now before me, and this I do 
the more readily in the hope that you will be disposed to regard, 
with similar indulgence, the ‘objection I find myself conscien- 
tiously constraimed to make to it. 

In the midst of the many difficulties and cares that surround 
me, it will be impossible to take so careful and minute a view of 
the subjectas its great importance deserves. Oneobservation oc- 
curs to me however at the threshhold, which I will take occasion 
to make, and that is this, that; according to my view ofthe mat- 
„ter, it were far better for the substantial interest of the country 
that no land law at all should be passed at present, than that 
one should go forth to the world containing imperfections calcu- 
lated at once to alarm and distress our friends, and to inflict in 
the end irretrievable mischiefs and injuries to the community. 

Such has been the haste with which the bill has been drawn 
up, and so various the circumstances of interest, impatience, 
and passion, on the part of some, to prevent its assuming a form 
better adapted to our condition, that I feel warranted in giv- 
ing it as my belief that those who are now its best friends will, 
one day or other, should it indeed’ become a law, be found a- 
mong the principal mourners of the calamities it may bring on 
us. l 
The first and principal objection, I have to make to it, is 
the provision for sectionizing the whole republic, by a base line 
and four meridian lines. The utility of ranning such lines as 
those alonc, and no more, with respect to the object supposed to 
be contemplated by them, I own I am not able to perceive, and 
when I consider the bill expressly declares that no surveys, ei- 
ther past or future, shallin any way be affected by them, I can- 
not refrain from supposing that there is no intention of making 
any use of them whatever; in which case, the mere running 
them would but too plainly appear a vain and useless labour, 
incurred for no conceivable purpose. If it should be said that 
these lines are required to be run in a spirit of obedience to the 
requisition of the constitution on the subject, it may be replied 
that the constitution is not so easilv satisfied. It says indeed 
that the whole territory of the republic shall be sectionized in 
a manner to be prescribed by law, but it gocs on to say also, 
that it shall be done in such manner as to enable the officers of 
government, or any citizen, lo ascertain with certainty the lands 
that are vacant and those that are covered with valid titles. Is 
the aa: a base line, and four meredian lines, such a section- 
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izing of the country as will enable any one to ascertain vacant 
or located lands? And can it be the mode meant by the consti- 
tution? If it is not, what are we-about to do, but to disregard 
the constitution and in so doingviolate our oaths? For my own 
part Iam not willing to make so great a sacrifice, » hatever oth- 
ers may think themselves justified in doing. 

Here I might stop, without making any further objection; 
but there is still another defect of so glaring a character, that 
I cannot forbear bring into view. It is the want of any suffi- 
ciently guarded provisions to prevent the multiplication of spu- 
rious Claims. As the bill says nothing on the subject, it follows 
that the 15th section of the law, passed December 22, last, is 
relied upon as sufficient for the object in view. 

It will be seen by cxamining that section, that any person 
whatever, before any person whatever authorized to administer 
an oath, no matter where, in public or private, can, by taking 
a certzin oath, obtain an order of survey, and go on to procure 
land. Under a mode of proof so loose, so casy, so private it 
may be too, and attended with so few circumstances calculated 
to impress the mind with a proper sense of consequences, it 
might be a safe conjecture that all the territory of Texas would 
not be sufficient to satisfy the claims that rapacity, speculation 
and perjury, altogether, would continuc sooner or later to forge 
and bring into legal shape, with a view to participate in advan- 
tages intended only for honest men. I mean by this sugges- 
‘tion to make no undue reflection on the integrity of the people 
of Texas. Luckily they are not the persons whe, in the nature 
of things, can be guilty of the species of fraud to which I al- 
lude, It must be strangers of course, and they I fear would be 
found coming, by hundreds and thousands, to procure their 
leagues and labors in this land of promise, knowing that they 
could do it at no other expese than the breath which would en- 
able them to say amen to a false oath, administered, as it might 
be, within the walls of a grog shop or brothel. 

In illustration of this suggestion, I have to state for your 
information that undoubted intelligence hasreached me, of hun- 
dreds of persons, who have been already introduced into eas- 
tern Texas, for the purpose of practising the kind of fraud to 
which Ihave alluded. These men have come in from Louisiana, 
Arkansas, and elsewhere—declared their intention of becoming 
citizens, (a thing they could do in an hour after their arrival,) 
and have taken out certificates of such declaration, upon which, 
immediately considering themselves entitled to head rights, they 
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have sold the same to speculators who have gone on,in hun- 
dreds of instances, to make their surveys accordingly, and now 
have their plots in their pockets, ready to enter them the mo- 
ment the land offices are opened. Those mock citizens of Tex- 
as havein the mean while gone back to the United States, with 
the intention no doubt, of returning again in the fall to procure 
ate ie rights, finding it a speculation so easy to be accom- 
ished. 

That some real citizens of Texas are in collision with those 
imposters, thcre can be no doubt, and it is hoped that the infa- 
my which is their due, for such unblushing knavery, will some 
day overtake and brand them with all the odium which should 
attach to such public robbers. 

The looseness of the direction made in the bill for the shape 
the surveys are to assume, presents to my mind another serious 
objection. What is meant by one half of the square, fronting 
on the water? I confess] am not able to understand precisely 
the idea intended to be conveyed by the expression, though it 
may be conjectured, itis surely but darkly intimated by the 
terms which have becn employed. 

There is besides an indefiniteness in the term “water course,” 
in the place where it is used in the bill, that may lead to most 
unexpected operations. For example, surveys made on water 
cou ses are required to front so much on the water, and then out 
of course for quantity. A Bayou within a mile of the river is a 
water course equally with the river. From this it might result 
that a survey might front one half of the square on the Bayou, 
and actually cross the river, so as to take both sides of it to i 
clude the quantity. This, though a mode of procedure that 
would be allowed by the loose terms of the law, is a conse- 
queuce which was surely never contemplated by either of your 
honorable bodies. It is, nevertheless, a consequence to be ex- 
pected in practice from the keen sightedness of self interest 
carving for itself its last and only slice of the public domain. ; 

If there be any force or propriety in these objections they 
will be sufficient for the present purpose, and save me the ne- 
cessity of pointing out still others of a less serious character, - 
which as I think may be taken to the bill, and if what I have 
here said shall have the effect of inducing a dispassionate con- - “ 
sideration ef the subject, 1 shall have the happiness of rcflee- 
ting that I have, at least, done that mach gaéd for my country. 

: SAM. HOUSTON. 

The message having been read, on motion of Mr. Baker of « 
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Austin, the bill returned by the president was taken up and re- 
considered,—and on the question, 

“Shall the bill pass, notwithstanding the objections of the 
president?” 3 : 

Those who voted in the afirmative were, Messrs. 
Arnold, Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Billingely: Besa? 
Branch, Burnham, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Hill, Hooper, 
Lewis, McKinney, West, White, Wright,—IL8. , 

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Allen of 
Milam, ei of Nacogdoches, Brush, Geraghty, Holman, Ro- 
man,—G. - 

So the bill was passed by a constitutional majority. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the joint resolu- 
tien for the relief of Robert Triplett and others, was taken up 
and read, and laid on the table. i 

The resolution from the senate to appoint a committee of 
conference on the bill to raise a revenue by impost duties, was 
taken up and concurred in, and Messrs. Baker of Austin, Gant 
and Boyd, were appointed the commiitee on the part of the 
house. 

The house then went into secret, _ . 

And upon the doors being opened the house adjourned un- 


til 8 o’clock. 


i & O'CLOCK, P, M. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, 
Mr. Baker of Austin, by leave of the house, introduced a 
“bill supplementary to the act establishing a general land office, 


On motion of Mr. Branch the 5lst rule was suspended, 
and the bil] put on iis second reading. 

Mr. Gant offered a substitute for the whole bill. 

Mr, Baker of Austin, offered an amendment providing for 
sectionizing ibe country, by running four base and four meridi~ 
an lines, which was adopted. 

Mr. Branch offered the following amendment. 

That it shall be the dyty of the president to order out 
such portion of the militia as he may deem necessary for the 
protection of the surveyors, which was rejected. 

Mr. White offered an amendment to Mr. Gant’s substitute, 
providing for timbering the prairies, and coining, which was ac» 
cepted by Mr. Gant. 
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l On motion of Mr. Boyd the words “four base lines,” were 
stricken out, and one base line inserted in the second section. 

Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out the words “one base 
line,” which was rejected. - 

Mr. Gant offered the following in licu ofthe second section, 
“that the commissioner general be required to proceed forthwith 
after his appointment to sectionize the whole republic, or so 
much thereof as he may think proper, in townships of twelve 
miles square, which was rejected. 

Mr. Baker of Matagorda moycd to staike out the words 
“first of October,” and insert “first of November,” as the time 
for opening the land office, which was rejected. 

Mr. Holman moved a suspension of the 5lst rule, which 
was lost; and 

‘On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin it was ordered, 

That the bill be engrossed for a third reading and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the house then ad- 
journed until 10 o’clock to-morrow. “ 


W. F. GRAY, Crk, 


Fripay, June 9th, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-three members present. 

Mr. Gant, from the joint committee on the bill to raise æ 
revenue by impost duties, made the following 

REPORT: 

The majority of the joint committee upon the bill to raise 
a revenue by impost duties have had the same under considcra- 
tion, in conjunction with the committec on the part of the sen- 
ale, and recommend the following amendments, to wit: that the 
words “or properly authcnticated drafts on the treasury,” in the 
9th section of the bill, be stricken* out, in which they-ask the 
concurrence of the house. 

The amendment was accordingly adopted. , i 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved the following amendment, 

“Provided: That the original holders of the treasury drafts 
shall have the privilege of paying their dutics in said treasury 
drafts:” i 

Upon which the ayes and noes were ordered, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Baker of Austin, Boyd, 
Hooper, Holman, Lewis McKinney, White, Wright, —I l. 
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Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Arnold, 
Baker of Matagorda, Billingsly, Branch, Brush, Burnham, 
Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, Roman, West, 
—12. 

So the amendment was rejected. i 

Mr. Baker of Austin, by leave introduced a bill, authorizing 
the president to sell five hundred thousand acres of land scrip. 

On motion of the same, the 51st rule mas suspended and 
the bill read a second time. 

On motion of the same, the following amendment was made 
to the bill, viz: 

“That no soldier’s drafts be paid, unless he is at the time of 
presentation the origmal, actual, and bona fide owner of said 
draft,—and he shall take an oath to that effect before the said 
draft shall be paid.” And 

On motion’of Mr. Roman the 5Ist rule was further suspen- 
ded, and the bill read a third thime, and passed. 

Mr. Reman submitted a joint resolution to prevent the au- 
ditor from charging illegal fees. 

On motion ef Mr. Billingsly, the Slst rule was suspended 
and the joint resolution read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Roman the rule was further suspended, 
and the joint resolution read a third time, and adopted. 

A message was received from the senate, by their secreta- 
ry, announcing the concurrence of the senatein the amend- 
ments, made by the house, to the bill establishing a second au- 
ditor and comptroller’s office, and also to the bill supplementary 
to the act establishing the city of Houston, and the adoption o 
a resolution to appoint a committee of conference on the land 
bill. 

‘" The resolution from the senate to appoint a committee of 
conference on the land bill was adopted. And Messrs. Bake 
of Austin, Allen of Nacogdoches, and Billingsly, were appoin- 
ted a committee on the part df the house. 

Mr. Boyd asked and obtained leave of absence frem ser- 
vice in the house for the balance of the session. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the house ad- 
journed until 4 o’clock. 


4 O'CLOCK, P. N. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
The bill from the senate defining the boundaries of Jeffer- 
son was taker up, read a third time, and laid on the table. 
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The bill for the stay of executions was taken up on its sc- 
cond reading, the 51st rulc was suspended, and the bill read a 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gant the house resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole on the bill to raise a revenue by direct 
taxation. hi soo 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoohcs, in the chair; . 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rese, re- 
` ported the bill with amendments, and were discharged from its 
further consideration. 

The bill was then read a third time, and on the question, 

“Shall the bill pass?” ' 

The ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches, Baker of Matagorda, 
Burnham, Billingsly, Branch, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, 
. Geraghty, Hill, McKinney, Roman, West,—15. 

Those who voted in the negative, were Messrs. Arnold, 
Baker of Austin, Boyd, Gant, Hooper, Holman, White, Wright, 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. Baker of Austin, from the committee of conference on 
the land bill, reported a bill supplementary to an act entitled 
“an act to establish a general land office for the republic of 
Texas. l 

Mr. Baker of Austin moved a suspension of the 5lst rule; 
before ihe question was put, l 

A message was received from the senate, by their secreta- 
ry, announcing the passage in that house of the joint resolution, 
concerning gencral T. J. Chambers, with an amendment. 

Mr. Gant moved that the supplementary land bill, repor- 
ted by the “committee of conference, be rejected, which was 

ost. . 

A message was received from the senate, by the secretary, 
with a joint resolution authorizing the president to raise an ex- 
pedition gaainst the Indians, by ordering out the present for- 
ces in the field, by draft or otherwise.. 

The dist rule was then suspended, and the bill supplemen- 
tary to the land law, was read a second time. 

Mr. Roman moved to amend the bill by striking out “first 
of October,” and inserting “fifteenth of November,” as the time 
for opening the land office, which motion was lost, 
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Mr. Boyd moved to amend the bill by striking out all after 
the enacting clause, which motion was lost. 

. Mr. Baker of Austin moved a further suspension of the 
rule for the purpose of reading the bill a third time forthwith 
the house refused to suspend the rule. - 

Mr. Billingsly presented a petition from Thomas F. Mc- 
Kinney, praying to be allowed interest on the debt due fromthe 
government to McKinney & Williams. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the petition was referred to a 


~select committee of three, and the Speaker appointed Messrs. 


Billingsly, Branch and Roman, that committee. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill from the senate, defining 
the boundaries of Jefferson county, was taken up on its second 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill was amended, by stri- 
king out the two last sections, and inserting a new one: and 

On motion of the same the 51st rule was suspended, the bill 
read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution concerning general T. J. Chambers, 
was then taken up, and the amendment of the senate concurred 
in. ` 

The bill from the senate authorizing the president. to raise 
an expedition against the Indians was,taken up and read: 

The Slst rule wassuspended and the bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, it was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Matagorda the house adjourned 
until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


W. F. GRAY, Crk. 


SATURDAY, June 10th, 1837. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Twenty-two members present. 

Mr. Billingsly from the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Thomas F. McKinney made the following 

REPORT: : 

The select committeeto whom was referred the petition of 
Thomas F. McKinney, praying relief from thé embarrassed situ- 
ation in which he is placed, on account of the large advances 
which he has made to the government of Texas, have carefully 
considered the same, and are fully satisfied with the justice of 
the petition, and unanimously recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution, 

Resolved, That the auditor be and he is hereby authorized 
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to allow ten per centum interest on all treasury drafts issued to 
McKinney & Williams, and that said drafts shall be received 


for all government dues. 


On motion of Mr. Billingsly the 51st rule was suspended, © 


and the resolution read a second time. 

Mr. Allen of Milam was called to the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the words, “and said 
drafts shall be received for all government-dues,” were stricken 
from the resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly the 5lst rule was further sus- 
pended, and the resolution read a third time, and on the ques- 
tion, ` 
“Shall the resolution be adopted?” 

The ayes and noes were ordered. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were Messrs. Speaker, 
Allen of Milam, Allen of Nacogdoches,Baker of Austin, Burn- 
ham, Billingsly, Branch, Hooper, Lewis, McKinney, Roman, 
West,—12. 

Those who voted in the negative, were Messrs. Arnold, 
Baker of Matagorda, Boyd, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, 
Gant, Hill, Holman, Wright, White,—l1. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. White from the committne on enrolled bills reported 
the following acts and resolutions, as aving been approved by 
the president. 

“An act to regulate the pay of pursers in the navy.” 

“A joint resolution authorizing the president to send an 
agent to the United States, to settle with the agents for land 
scrip.” 

PUA joint resolution for the relief of Alexander Walsh.” 

“An act authorizing the issuing of promissory notes of the 
government.” 

- The bill supplementary to an aet establishing a general 
land office, &c., was taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. Branch moved that the house resolve itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the bill, which motion was lost: 

On the question, _ 

‘Shall the bill pass?” 

The ayes and noes were ordered. 


a 


1 


! 


Those who voted in the affirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, | 
Allen of Nacogdoches, Baker of Austin, Billingsly,. Branch, 


Hill, Hooper, Lewis, McKinney, White, West,—IL1. 
18 


Those who voted in the negative were Messrs, Allen of 
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Milam, Arnold, Baker of Matagorda, Burnham, Boyd, Brush, 
Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Holman, Roman, 
Wright,—13. i . 

So the bill was lost. i 

Mr. Baker of Austin presegġed a letter from general Felix 
Huston, relating to the pledges made by general T. J. Cham- 
bers, general S. F. Austin, and other agents of Texas, to the 
soldiers raised in the United States, respecting settlements, or ` 
head rights of lands, which on motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, 
was referred to the committee on public lands. 

The house adjourned until 4 o’clock. 


4 O'CLOCK, Pe Me 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Billingsly substituted a joint resolution authorizing the 
auditor to employ as many clerks as he may think necessary for 
one month, which being read, on motion of Mr. Branch the 
5lst rule was suspended, and the resolution read a second and 
third time, and adopted. 

A message was received from.the senate communicating a 
bill establishing a medical board, 

And a bill to license the retailers of liquors and others, 
which had passed that body. 

Mr. Branch, by leave introduced a bill supplementary to 
an act, to establish a general land office, &c., which was read. 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth the 51st rule was suspended, 
and the bill put on its second reading. 

Mr. Billingsly moved that the bill be laid on the-table, 
which was rejected. 

Mr. Chenoweth moved that it be referred to a select com- 
mittee, which was also rejected. 

Mr. Billingsly was called to the chair. 

‘Mr. Branch moved to amend the supplemental land bill, 


Ay allowing the emigrants who arrived in the country, between 


the declaration of independence and the first day of January 

1837, to heads of families a league and labor of land, and to 

single men one third of a league of land: the motion was re- 

jected. ° 

A On motion of Mr. Arnold the bill was then laid on the ta- 
€s 

The following message was received from the president, by 

e Richardson his private secretary. 
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Executive Department, 
City of Houston, June 10th, 1837.5 
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND 

House or REPRESENTATIVES. f 

I take pleasure in calling your particular attention to the 
subject of authorizing the district judges to call courts in crim- 
inal cases, and in their absence from the district, to authorize 
the chief justice of each county to call and hold courts in crim- 
inal cases. 

This recommendation is made owing to the fact that we | 
have no jails, nor means to employ guards: hence the most atre- 
cious offenders escape justice, and our country is degraded 
abroad. This measure it is sincerely hoped may claim your 
attention, as 1 do sincerely believe that the welfare of the. 
country, and the preservation of order depends upon it.’ If 


granted, it shall be executed. 
: SAM. HOUSTON. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, the message was referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. l 

A message was received from the senate, by their secretary, 
announcing the concurrence of the senate in the joint resolution 
authorizing the auditor to employ as many clerks as he may 
think necessary, for one month: i 

Also, that the senate had concurred in the joint resolution 
for the relief of McKinney & Williams. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the bill supplementary to an act 
establishing a general land office, &c., was taken up, and 

-On motion of the same it was referred to a select commit- 
tee, with instructions to report on the same, this evening at8 ' 
o’clock. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Gant, Roman and Branch,’ 
the committee. 

Mr. Gant introduced a joint resolution respecting the du- 
tics and compensation of the chief clerk of the house of repre- 
sentatives, 5 

_On motion of Mr. Holman the 5lst rule was suspended; 
and the joint résolution read a second time. . : 

Mr. Chenoweth moved to fill the blank with two thousand 
dollars, as the salary ofthe clerk, which was rejected. ` : 

Mr. Archer moved eighteen hundred dollars, which. was ali 
so rejected. 

On motibn of Mr. Gant ihe blank was filled with fifteed 
hundred dollars. ‘ r 


t 
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On motion of Mr. Branch the 51st rule was farther suspen- 
ded, and the joint resolution read a third time, and pasioj. 

The joint resolution, authorizing the president to order out 
forces against the Indians, was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Arnold the clause allowing bounty lands 
to the militia was stricken out. | 

Mr. Billingsly moved that the joint resolution be rejected, 
which was lost. 

Mr. Arnold moved a further suspension of the 5lst rule, 
which was also refused by the house. 

On motion of Mr. White the house then adjourned until 8 
o'clock. É 


8S O'CLOCK, P. Me 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

- A message was received from the senate, by their secretary 
_ announcing the passage by the senate of the bill to raise a re- 
venue by direct taxation, with amendments. 

Also the joint resolution respecting the adjournmentof con- 
gress, with an amendment. se 

Mr. Branch submitted the following 

~*~ REPORT: : 

The select committee to whom was referred a bill, entitled 
“an act supplementary to an act establishing a general land of- 
fice for the republic of Texas,” have copied the same with some 
inconsiderable amendments, and recommend the passage of the 


bill. 
- EDWARD T. BRANCH, 
W. W. GANT, 
RICHARD ROMAN, 
| The bill was read as reported, and being on its second rea- 
ding, Mr. Baker of Austin moved an amendment providing for 
a classification of land claims, which was rejected by the bouse, 
Mr. Baker of Matagorda moved the following amendment, vizs 
‘those who have been six years in the country, and have families, 
shall be entitled, to one league and labor of land, providing 
they have served three months in the army.” z 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. Baker of Austin moved the following amendment: 
: Provided, however, no man who refused to sell ammunition to 
the government on a credit, between the first February and 
i lst of June 1836, shall be entitled to land under this act; 
Which was also rejected. : 
| 


j 
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Mr. Arnold moved the following amendment: “Provideds 
the Mexicans at Nacogdoches, that weie embodied, shall not be 
allowed to sell head rights for the benefit of Tories:” 

Which was also rejected.: 

On motion of Mr. Chenoweth the 51st rule was suspended- 
and the bill read a third time; and on the question, 

‘Shall the bill pass?” 

The ayes and noes were ordered, 

Those who voted in the afirmative were, Messrs. Speaker, 
Baker of Austin, Baker of Matagorda, Burnham, Billingsly, 
Branch, Brush, Chenoweth, Cartwright, Gant, Geraghty, Hill, 
Hooper, Lewis, McKinney, Roman, White, West,—1&. 

Those who voted in the negative were, Messrs. Allen of 
Milam, Arnold, Boyd, Holman,—4. 

So the bill passed. 

The bill toraise a revenue by direct taxation, returned from 
ihe senate with amendments was taken up, the two first amend- 
ments, excepting real and mixed property from taxation, were 
disagreed to, the others were concurred in. 

The joint resolution providing for the adjournment of con- 
n on the 4th inst., was taken up, and on motion laid on the 
table. 4 

The house then adjourned until 10 o’clock on Monday 


morning. 
W. F. GRAY, Crk. 


Moxpbay, June 12th, 1837. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment. 
Twenty-two members present. 
Mr. White from the committee on enrolled bill, made the 
following i 
REPORT: 
The following joint resolutions were submitted to the pros- 
ident on the 10th, inst., for his approval. 
“Ist. A joint resolution for the relief of John H. Harry.” 
: «ad. A joint resolution concerning general T. J. Cham- 
ers.’ 
“3d. A joint resolution for the relicf of, Texian prisoners 
taken by the Mexicans.” 
And on the 12th, inst., ihe following were submitted: 
“Ist, A joint resolution for employing extra clerks in the 
auditor’s office.” 
: “2d. A joint resolution for the relief of McKinney & Wil- 
jams. 


- 
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«3d. An act to raise a revenue by impost duties.” 

S. ADDISON WHITE, 
Chairman of Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

Mr. Baker of Austin submitted the following resolution. 

Whereas some members have left their seats in this house, 
and returned home without permission, andwhereas the busi- 
ness of this house has been seriously incommoded for the want 
of the attendance of such members, therefore 

Be it resolved, that the clerk in the journals folowing this 
resolution enter the names of the members who have so left. 

Mr. Brush submitted the following additional clause by 
way of amendment, viz: 

“And that the members who have so left without leave be, 
ané thev are hereby, expelled from their seat in this house, and! 
that the president be informed of the expulsion, and requested 
to issue writs of election to fil the vacancies so created.” 

And the resolution as amended, was adopted. 

According to order it is here recorded, that the honorable 
Joseph Rowe of San Augustine, left his seat in the house on 
the 6th June, and had not returned; and the honorable George 
W. Wright, of Red River, left-his seat after ihe 10th of June, 
and has not returned. 

On motion of Mr. Brush the vote on the amendment to 
ihe foregoing resolution was reconsidered, and by permission of 
the house the amendment was withdrawn. 

On motion, it was 

Ordered, That the preamble and resolution above, together’ 
with the names of the absentecss, be published in the Tele- 

raph. 
"On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the house adjourned 
until 4 o’clock. 


> 4 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Brush submitted the following resolution: 

Whereas a bill providing for the sale of Galveston Island, 
which originated in the senate and passed both houses, has been 
lost or mislaid, so that it cannot be enrolled and submitted to 
the president: ` f 

Be it resolved, That a select committee be appointed to 
make search for said bill, and investigate the subject of its loss. 

The resolution was adopted, and the Speaker appointed 
Messrs. Gant, Branch, Allen of Milam, and White the commit- 
tee. 
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On motion of Mr. Branch, it was 

Ordered, That the same sum of money be allowed the door 
keeper, at the present session, that was allowed that officer at 
the last session of congress for contingent expenses. 

A message was receiyed from the senate by senators Ellis 
and Horton, announcing the illness of senator Everitt, who was # 
confined to his bed, by reason of which the senate could not ' 
form a quorum in its chamber, and asking the consent of the 
” house for the senate to adjourn te the chamber of the sick meme 
ber. ot 

The consent of the house was unanimously granted, and 

On motion the house took a reces until 8 o’clock. 


8 oO’CLOCK, P. M. 

The Speaker resumed the chair, and called the house to or- 
der. 

The bill from the senate to license retailers of liquors and 
others, was taken up and read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brush, the 51st rule was suspended and 
the bill put on its secong. reading. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin, the second section 
was amended, by inserting before the words “nine or ten pin 
alleys,” the words “any species of game commonly known as 
such.” ; 

On motion of the same, the clause, in the third section ma- 
king imprisonment the penalty for non-payment of the fine, was 
stricken out. : 

Mr. Billingsly moved to strike out “three hundred dollars,” 
as the tax on billiard tables, which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Billingsly, “one hundred dollars,” was 
adopted as the tax on showmen, to be assessed and” collected in 
each county where they exhibit. 

Mr. Branch moved to strike out “two hundred dollars,” the 
tax on retailors of spiritous liquors, for the purpose of inserting 
‘one hundred dollars,” which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Austin the 5lst rule was sus- : 
pended, and the bill as amended, read a third time and passed. 

The bill from the senate establishing a medical board was į 
taken up and read the first time. 

Mr. Gant moved that the bill be laid on the table, which 
was rejected. : 

Mr. Brush moved a suspension of the 5lst rule which was 
also lost. 
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_ On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the house went 
into secret session. - 

Upon the doors being again opened, 

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Stickney, 
announcing that the senate had concurred in the resolution for 
publishing the laws, journals of congress, &c., and that they 
have receded from their amendment to the bill for raising a re-- 
He by direct taxation, which had béen disagreed to by the- 

ouse. 

Another message was reccived from the senate, by Mr. 
Tompkins, announcing that the bill supplementary to an act, 
entitled “an act establishing a general Jand office for the repub- 
lic of Texas,” pased on 22d December, 1836, which was vetoed 
by the president and afterwards passed on the 8th inst., by a 
constitutional majority of the house of representatives, had al- 
so been reconsidered and passed by a constitutional majority of 
the senate, and that the sameis now the law of the land. 

On motion of Mr. Gant, it was 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty ofthe clerk of the house 
of representatives to take charge of the books, documents and 
papers of the house as well during the recess as the session of 
the house, and until a sufficient and convenient office shall be 
provided by congress, he shall be allowed to rent a suitable 
place for their arrangement and safe keeping. He shall not 
permit any papers or documents in his possession as clerk to be 
withdrawn, except under order of the house, or the written or- 
der of the Speaker, but he may furnish copies ofany of the doc- 
uments in his possession as clerk, which is not on the secret file, 
for any person desiring them. He shall be allowed as full pay- 
ment for his services fifteen hundred dollars per annum, and du- 
ring the scssion of congress he may employ as many additional 
clerks as may be necessary for the prompt and correct dispatch 
of business. 

Mr. Branch, from the committce appointed to investigate 
alledged loss of the bill providing for the survey and sale of 
Galveston Island, reported that a diligent but unsuccessful en- 
quiry and search had been made for said bill, and that a substi- 
tute was preparing for it in the senate. 

Mr. White from the committee on enrolled bills, made the 


following ee 


The following acts have been submitted to the president. 
and appreved by him, viz: 


poii 


ano ORAL 


i 
j 
1 
i 
| 


145 
~ Ist. “An act to raise a revenue by direct taxation.” 
2d. “A joint resolution for the relief of McKinney & 
Williams.” 

3d. “A joint resolution authorizing the auditor to employ 
an additional number of Clerks.” 

4th. “A joint resolution concerning major general T. J. 
Chambers.” 

oth. “A joint resolution for the relief of 'Texian prisoners 
taken by the Mexicans.” 

Sth. “A ‘joint resolution for the reliefof John H. Harry.” 

f : S. ADDISON WHITE, 

Chairman of Com. on Enrolled Bills. 

On motion of Mr. Branch, it was 

Ordered, Thal five hundred copies of the act, entitled “an 
act supplementary to an act establishing a general land office in 
the republic of Texas,” be printed for the use of this house. 

A message was received from the senate, by Mr. Stickney, 
with a bill providing for the survey and sale of Galveston Isl- 
- and, and all other Islands in the republic, which was passed in 
the senate in place of the bill for the same object which was lest. 

Also, announcing the concurrence of the senate in the a- 
mendments made by the house to the bill for licensing retailers 
of liquors and others. 

The bill for the survey and sale of Galveston Island, &c., 
was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, the 5lst rule, 
was suspended and the bill put on its second reading. : 

On motion of the same the latter clause of the third sec- 
tion, appropriating one fourth of the proceeds to the payment 
of the civil list, was stricken out and the following inseried: 
“and one fourth shall be paid into the treasury of the republic, 
to be paid out only for the redemption of the promissory notes 
of the government, contemplated to be issued by a law preyi- 
ously passed by this congress.” 

Mr. Gant moved that ten dollars be paid as the minimum 
eee acre of lands to be sold under this act, which was re- 
jected. 

A message was received from the senate, by senators Ro- 
bertson and Somervell, announcing that the senate had dispatch- 
- ed the business before them, and were ready to adjourn without 
day. i 

Á A message was sent to the senate informing that body that 
the house will be ready to adjourn so soon as it shall have acted 
on the Galveston Island bill. 
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The senate returned for answer, “that so soon as the house 
shall be ready to adjourn, the senators will meet the represan- 
tatives in their ball for a final adjournment of the two houses.’ 

The 5lst rule was then further suspended, and the bill pro- 
viding for the survey and sale of Galveston Island, &c., was 
read a third time, and amended, and passed. 

The house then adjourned until 10 o’clock on Tuesday morn- 
ing, to give lime for enrolling bills. 


l crock, Turspay Mornine, 
June 13th, 1837, ? 

The house met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, by leave, introduced a bill sup- 
plementary to the act entitled “an act supplementary to an act 
entitled an act establishing a general land office, &c.” 

The bill having been read the first time, 

On motion of Mr. White the 51st, rule of the house was 
suspended, and the bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches the rule was fur- 
ther suspended, and the bill read a third time, and passed, and 
sent to the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Arnold the bill from the senate, author- 
izing the president to order the forces into the field, or to call out 
the militia, to protect the frontiers, was taken up on its second 
reading. 

Mr. Branch submitted the following substitute, 

Be it enacted, That the president be, and he is hereby, au- 
authorized to order out forthwith such a portion of the militia as 
he may think proper, for the better protection of the frontier:” 
which was adopted, and the bill read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this house be given to the 
Speaker, for the able and impartial manner in which he has 

conducted the business of the house. 

Mr. Baker of Austin from the committee on the judiciary, 
to whom was referred the president’s message of the 10th inst., 
recommending the authorizing the district judgesto call courts 
in criminal cases, and in their absence from the district, to au- 
thorize the chief justice of each county to call and hold courts 
in criminal cases,” reported verbally. 

“That the committee deemed the proposed measure uncon- 
stitutional, and asked that the committee be discharged from its 

farther consideration ;” which was agreed to, 
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Mr. Baker of Austin from the same committee, to whom had 
been referred sundry petitions for divorces, reported verbally, 
that there was not sufficient evidence adduced in the several 
cases to warrant the action of the house, and recommended that 
the petitions and documents be returned to the several appli- 
canis, and asked that the committee be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration: which was agreed to. 

Mr. Allen of Milam, from the committee on the state ofthe 
republic, returned sundry documents which had been referred 
to that committee. 

Mr. Branch from the committee of claims and accounts, 
to whom was referred the petitions of B. R. Whitecomb and 
A. Washington, and Handy and Lusk, 

: REPORTED: 

“That they have not been able to obtain the information 
necessary to enable them to judge of the merits of the petitions,” 
and asked leave to return the petitions of the house. 

On motion of Mr. White, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of the house be tendered to the 
reverend W. W. Hall, for the pious and devoted manner in 
which he has discharged the duties of chaplain to this house. 

On motion of Mr*Branch, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of the house be tendered to the 
clerks and officers of the house, for the ability and promptness 
m which they have discharged the duties of their respective 
offices. 

A.message was received from the senate, by Mr. Farish, 
their engrossing clerk, announcing the passage by that body of 
the bill supplementary to theact entitled “an act sup plementary 
to the act entitled an actestablishinga general land office, &c.” 

On.motion of Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, it was 

Ordered, That a committee of two be appointed to notify 
the president that,if he has no further business to communicate 
to it, the house is ready to adjourn. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Allen of Nacogdoches, and 
Branch, the committce. 

Mr. White, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported - 
the following acts as having been approved and signed by the | 
president, viz: 

Ist. “An act to raise a revenue by direct taxation.” . 
ad. “An act to authorize the president to call out the mi- ; 
itia. : 
3d. “An act supplementary to an act entitled “an act 
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' Supplementary to an act entitled an act establishing a general 
land office, &c.” 
Mr. Allen of Nacogdoches, from the committee appoin- 
| ted to wait on the president, 
| REPORTED: 
That they had performed that duty, and that the president 
| had no further business to communicate to congress at ils pre- 
sent session, but that he would wait on the two houses, in a few 
minutes, for the purpose of taking leave of them, 
The senate was then invited into the hall, and the honora- 
; ble members accommodated with seats in fr ont of the chair. 
i At 4o’clock, A. M., his excellency the President was re- 
ceived by the two houses, in joint session, io whom he delivered 
: a valedictory address. 
The two houses of congress then adjourned sine die. ; 
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